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#14
Appearances Of The Only-Begotten Son Of God 

In The Old Testament

In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, One God, Amen.

APPEARANCES OF THE SON TO PEOPLE OTHER THAN LEADERS
In the Old Testament God dealt with all the peoples of the earth. The people of Israel were considered the people of God because they worshipped God amid pagan nations, yet God did not refuse any nation that revered Him and worked righteousness. Take the Ninevites for example, God had mercy on them, forgave them, and took away His anger from them by sending to them Jonah the prophet. Also the mariners, on deck with Jonah, believed in God and offered sacrifices to the God of Jonah, after they had been pagans. God worked with Melchizedek who was not of the lineage of Abraham. He was the priest of the Most High and the king of Jerusalem (known as Salem at that time), who offered the sacrifice of bread and wine, took the tithes from Abraham and blessed him, and as our teacher St. Paul said: “Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better” (Heb 7:7).

God worked with all the peoples of the earth, but the important issue is, who believed in Him as their sole true God. One can’t say I believe in one god: the sun the creator! This is not unity! Unity is knowing the God who created the sun and created everything in existence, and is willing to enter into a covenant with Abraham, and also will comfort all nations of the earth, as He told Abraham, “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen 22:18). God does not withhold Himself from any person, whether of the seed of Abraham, Isaac, or Jacob, or even someone who has a specific relationship with Abraham, like Melchizedek who met Abraham, or like Hagar whom Abraham married and was not of his seed; we cannot say that God is specialized only for the people of Israel. If, at one point they had a specific role in preserving the Holy Scriptures, keeping religious rituals and refusing idolatrous worship (Although they strayed in this issue also. At times they would worship idols, God would punish them, and they would repent, and so forth), until the Lord Christ came and He became the Desire of all ages and the Desire of the nations; this is the One of whom God told Abraham In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.

Appearing to Hagar:

I want to speak of an appearance that perhaps very few people notice: the appearance of Christ to Hagar the mother of Ishmael. Rarely do people notice this; yet this incident is eye catching, because it gives the notion that Christ is for everyone, not only the Jews. He is for the seed of Isaac, and also for the seed of Ishmael; He is for everyone who believes. 
When Hagar became pregnant her mistress was despised in her eyes, so Sarah dealt harshly with her and Hagar fled:

And when Sarai dealt harshly with her, she fled from her presence. Now the Angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur. And He said, "Hagar, Sarai’s maid, where have you come from, and where are you going?” She said, "I am fleeing from the presence of my mistress Sarai.” The Angel of the LORD said to her, "Return to your mistress, and submit yourself under her hand.” Then the Angel of the LORD said to her, "I will multiply your descendants exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for multitude.” (Gen 16:6-10)

Who has to right to say "I will multiply your descendants exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for multitude”, except God alone? Notice at the beginning it is written that it is the Angel of the LORD. As we said the Hebrew word for angel means messenger, representative, ambassador, envoy... This messenger told her I will multiply your descendants exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for multitude. God said the same expression to Abraham: “I Almighty God… will multiply you exceedingly” (Gen 17:1-2), moreover, when Abraham came to offer his sacrifice He said to him, “By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD…blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven” (Gen 22:16-17). Who said this to Abraham: By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD? It is the Lord who said it, therefore, the Angel of the Lord who appeared to Hagar is the Son in one of His appearances in the Old Testament.

And the Angel of the LORD said to her: "Behold, you are with child, and you shall bear a son. You shall call his name Ishmael, because the LORD has heard your affliction. [So, Christ is the one who named Ishmael; He linked it to the word heard, Ishmael means ‘the Lord heard’]…” Then she called the name of the LORD [not the name of the Angel her!] who spoke to her, You-Are-the-God-Who-Sees [El-Ro`i –‘God whom I see’. People need to go back and see what Hager said, and imitate her.]; for she said, "Have I also here seen Him who sees me?” Therefore the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; observe, it is between Kadesh and Bered. (Gen 16:11-14)
This district of Kadesh is found in the southern third of the distance between the Mediterranean Sea and the beginning of the Gulf of Aqaba. That’s not all for Hagar, it gets even better; I just wish the Jews would answer these words. 

When another argument broke out between Hagar and Sarah, and Abraham had to let Hagar go, he gave her a skin of water:

So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water; and putting it on her shoulder, he gave it and the boy [Ishmael] to Hagar, and sent her away. Then she departed and wandered in the Wilderness of Beersheba. [This is present until today.] And the water in the skin was used up, and she placed the boy under one of the shrubs. Then she went and sat down across from him at a distance of about a bowshot; for she said to herself, "Let me not see the death of the boy.” [But God had promised her, and told her multiplying I will multiply your descendants! So how can this be?] So she sat opposite him, and lifted her voice and wept. And God heard the voice of the lad [Ishmael]. Then the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said to her, "What ails you, Hagar? [This is again Christ –so gentle.] Fear not, for God [Here He means God the Father] has heard the voice of the lad where he is. Arise, lift up the lad and hold him with your hand, for I will make him a great nation.” [This also shows that the one speaking is the Lord, because He says: I will make him a great nation.] Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she went and filled the skin with water, and gave the lad a drink. So God was with the lad; and he grew and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer. He dwelt in the Wilderness of Paran; and his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt. [From Sinai of course, because Hagar was also an Egyptian from Sinai.] (Gen 21:14-21)

In the first time He had told her, “He shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren” (Gen 16:12), which means he will not go far; therefore when Abraham died Ishmael came to his funeral. He was not far from the place where Abraham died.

Therefore, the Lord Christ appeared to Hagar at least two times. In the second appearance the Bible didn’t specify that she saw Him, but at least she heard His voice. Yet as we are accustomed, in the many appearances that we have passed over, there had been also vision. In the first time when He called her from heaven and spoke to her: Now the Angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water… Then the Angel of the LORD said to her, "I will multiply your descendants exceedingly, she even responded by calling the name of the LORD who spoke to her, You-Are-the-God-Who-Sees [Whom I see]; for she said, "Have I also here seen Him who sees me?” Here it is not only sound but also vision. At least there are two times in which He spoke to her, and the first time she saw Him. This proves that God is willing to deal with whoever is prepared to know Him. The important thing is for a person to open his heart to knowledge, as the Lord Christ told the Father in His prayer on the night of His passion: “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (Jn 17:3).

Appearing to Laban:

After God appeared to Hagar, He appeared to Jacob as we mentioned, then He also appeared to Laban, or spoke to him. It is written: “But God had come to Laban the Syrian in a dream by night, and said to him, "Be careful that you speak to Jacob neither good nor bad”” (Gen 31:24), He also warned Laban because Laban wanted to harm Jacob but God prevented him. Laban says, “But the God of your father [the God of Abraham and Isaac] spoke to me last night, saying, 'Be careful that you speak to Jacob neither good nor bad’” (Gen 31:29). Here God dealt, not only with Hagar (a person who believes in God, the God of Abraham, the true God), but even dealt with Laban, Jacob’s uncle, who worshipped idols –as he continues: “And now you have surely gone because you greatly long for your father’s house, but why did you steal my gods?” (Gen 31:30) –a few golden statues which Rachel hid as they were leaving. Here, his appearance to Laban was not because Laban believed in Him a true faith, but to ward off his evil from Jacob. Here He might not have appeared to him, but at least Laban says the God of your father spoke to me last night. However, it does say, God had come to Laban the Syrian in a dream by night; had come means He did not simply speak, there is vision –he saw something, but in a dream and not while awake. Jacob told Laban: “Unless the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely now you would have sent me away empty-handed” (Gen 31:42).

Appearing to Jacob again:

This is one phase (we have already mentioned the struggle with Jacob all night), next, “Then God said to Jacob, "Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there; and make an altar there to God, who appeared to you when you fled from the face of Esau your brother”, also, “Then God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Padan Aram, and blessed him”, and again, “Then God went up from him in the place where He talked with him… And Jacob called the name of the place where God spoke with him, Bethel” (Gen 35:1,9,13-15). This is a very beautiful thing: in the very place where He was standing on the ladder, it says God went up from him. In the exact spot in which Jacob saw the ladder and the vision with God standing on top of the ladder, God appeared to him below, and after He appeared to him it says God went up from him. So, one time He appeared to him standing on the ladder ready to come down, and one time He appeared to him and ascended. All of this is symbolic of the Incarnation and Ascension.

Appearing to Balaam:

Most amazing is God’s appearance to Balaam the son of Beor. All the previous appearances were to believers (except Laban whom God was warning against harming Jacob), and God had appeared to them not because He was upset with them but because He was blessing them, giving them a promise, comforting them, or assuring them that He had heard their prayers. But, His appearance to a prophet called Balaam the son of Beor, this issue is very strange, because He appeared to him, and was ready to kill him, three times. “The children of Israel moved, and camped in the plains of Moab on the side of the Jordan across from Jericho” (Num 22:1), (in the Eastern coast of the plains of Moab, before entering the western coast). Moses the prophet was still alive at that time. The king of Moab, Balak the son of Zippor, feared the people of Israel, and hearing of the prophet Balaam he sent for him saying, “Please come at once, curse this people for me… Perhaps I shall be able to defeat them… For I know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed” (Num 22:6). He sent a deputy to Balaam telling him that the king wants him to cure this people and will reward him if he did. Balaam asked God, who commanded him not to go with them: “And God said to Balaam, "You shall not go with them; you shall not curse the people, for they are blessed” (Num 22:12). Balaam answered that God did not agree, so they returned to the king who sent them a second time saying, “Please let nothing hinder you from coming to me; for I will certainly honor you greatly, and I will do whatever you say to me. Therefore please come, curse this people for me’” (Num 22:16-17). Balaam told them ‘I cannot go against God’s word, wait this night and I will see what God tells me’:

And God came to Balaam at night [surely in a dream] and said to him, "If the men come to call you, rise and go with them; but only the word which I speak to you -- that you shall do.” [Notice, who came? God came to Balaam.] So Balaam rose in the morning, saddled his donkey, and went with the princes of Moab. Then God’s anger was aroused (Num 22:20-21)..
Why was God angry, while He had told Balaam to go with the people if they come to him? God was angry with Balaam because he told them: stay here tonight, that I may know what more the LORD will say to me  (v. 19). God had already told him you can never curse this people: You shall not go with them; you shall not curse the people for they are blessed; now is this something to be questioned? Will God change His mind?! (What if God tells someone plainly that the journey he is going on will ruin him? Or tells a lady very clearly that the man who is proposing to marry her will lead her to destruction, so she should not marry him, then the man buys her a more expensive wedding band, so she says, ‘Wait until I go ask God’?) The same applies to Balaam, he was bargaining with God! So what did God do? God decided to teach him a lesson. He told Balaam to go with the deputy but not to curse the people, but say only the word which I speak to you.

Then God’s anger was aroused because he went, and the Angel of the LORD took His stand in the way as an adversary against him. And he was riding on his donkey, and his two servants were with him. Now the donkey saw the Angel of the LORD standing in the way with His drawn sword in His hand, and the donkey turned aside out of the way and went into the field. [How did the donkey see the Angel of the Lord? Normally a donkey could not see an angel, but this is considered a miracle; just as we cannot see an angel, but if he wants us to see him he will appear, he can also appear in a form that the donkey can see, just as it sees trees and walls.] So Balaam struck the donkey to turn her back onto the road. Then the Angel of the LORD stood in a narrow path between the vineyards, with a wall on this side and a wall on that side. And when the donkey saw the Angel of the LORD, she pushed herself against the wall and crushed Balaam’s foot against the wall; so he struck her again. Then the Angel of the LORD went further, and stood in a narrow place where there was no way to turn either to the right hand or to the left [He cornered him]. And when the donkey saw the Angel of the LORD, she lay down under Balaam; so Balaam’s anger was aroused, and he struck the donkey with his staff. Then the LORD opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, "What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?” And Balaam said to the donkey, "Because you have abused me. I wish there were a sword in my hand, for now I would kill you!” So the donkey said to Balaam, "Am I not your donkey on which you have ridden, ever since I became yours, to this day? Was I ever disposed to do this to you?” And he said, "No.” Then the LORD opened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the Angel of the LORD standing in the way with His drawn sword in His hand; and he bowed his head and fell flat on his face. And the Angel of the LORD said to him, "Why have you struck your donkey these three times? Behold, I have come out to stand against you, because your way is perverse before Me. The donkey saw Me and turned aside from Me these three times. If she had not turned aside from Me, surely I would also have killed you by now, and let her live.” [Certainly the donkey was better than him at this point.] And Balaam said to the Angel of the LORD, "I have sinned, for I did not know You stood in the way against me. Now therefore, if it displeases You, I will turn back.” Then the Angel of the LORD said to Balaam, "Go with the men, but only the word that I speak to you, that you shall speak.” [This is the important phrase, God said it to him in the dream, and now the Angel of the Lord said it to him.] So Balaam went with the princes of Balak. (Num 22:22-35).
Now, every time Balak brought Balaam to the outskirts of the camp of the children of Israel Balaam would say, ‘I can’t say anything but the word God tells me’, so Balak asks him to curse, but Balaam would bless; then he asks Balak to prepare another seven altars and seven sacrifices, and so on… but every time he blesses them. What concerns us here is the following phrase: “Then the LORD put a word in Balaam’s mouth, and said, "Return to Balak, and thus you shall speak”” (Num 23:5). Now when Balaam answered this way, Balak asked why he had blessed his enemies, to which Balaam answered: “Must I not take heed to speak what the LORD has put in my mouth” (Num 23:12), he repeated this sentiment often.

Now, who is the One who told him this word? Let us review:

· Then the Angel of the LORD said to Balaam, "Go with the men, but only the word that I speak to you, that you shall speak. (Num 22:35)

· The previous night God had told him: only the word which I speak to you -- that you shall do. (Num 22:20)

· Then the LORD put a word in Balaam’s mouth. (Num 23:5)

· And when the king rebuked him, Balaam answered: Must I not take heed to speak what the LORD has put in my mouth? (Num 22:12)

This means that the Angel of the Lord is the one who put the word in Balaam’s mouth. Balaam said: what the LORD has put in my mouth, He is the Angel of the Lord who met him on the road and was going to kill him three times; He Himself told him, only the word which I speak to you. Therefore it is very obvious that this is the Lord Christ who appeared to Balaam. Our teacher St. Peter pointed to this incident:

They [accursed children] have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; a dumb donkey speaking with a man’s voice restrained the madness of the prophet (2 Pt 2:15-16).

Not only was this incident mentioned in the book of Numbers, in the Torah of Moses, but also St. Peter mentioned it in his second epistle.

How Can a Donkey Speak?

Donkeys, and all animals do not have the ability to speak, because this was specified for humans, out of all the earthly beings; angels also praise and speak, and God speaks. Animals might use certain signals to express their needs or their condition, or to relay information, but not an organized language coming from deep thought. The speaking of the donkey of Balaan is considered a miracle; nothing is impossible with God. That does not mean that this donkey received the gift of speech and continued speaking thereafter, debating with people, and turned into a person, otherwise this would go against God’s wisdom –that He does not allow a human to turn into a monkey for example, or a monkey to turn into a human. This is against our understanding of the creation, and of God’s wisdom. This donkey did not turn into a human, and after this conversation it returned a normal donkey, not speaking, but living according to the natural donkey instinct. It was a miracle. Do you not make a plastic strip speak –the cassette or video tape! It not only speaks, but you make it bring up images, and sometimes it comes up in stereo sound, meanwhile it is a deaf object. If humans, with the advances in technology, are able to make a deaf speaker hanging on the wall bring forth 3-D sound, is it impossible for God to make the mouth of a donkey bring forth sound -expressing what God wants? This does not mean that the donkey understood what she was saying, but God allowed the sound to come out of her mouth without her knowing what she was saying. Proof of this is that St. Paul said (pardoning the similarity), in speaking of the gift of tongues,

For if I pray in a tongue [a language unknown to me], my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful. What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding (1 Cor 14:14-15)

This is why St. Paul advised a person who is praying in a tongue to ask God to give him understanding and interpretation of this tongue, in order to understand what he is saying. One cannot pray, not knowing what he is saying! The apostles received the gift of tongues, and it was also given to some believers, so, some had the gift of tongues without the gift of interpretation, while others had both gifts. The one who had the gift of tongues speaks but does not understand; the one who had the gift of interpretation interpreted the words in order for there to be guidelines to the heavenly messages; this was before the New Testament was written and available to be read in the church; so, when the church gathered, each person had a psalm, had a revelation, had a tongue, had an interpretation. Pardoning the similarity, if the human is able to miraculously speak a language, not knowing what he is saying, how much more if it is something inferior? In my opinion the donkey did not understand what she was saying, but God miraculously made the sound come out of her. As I told you, we can cause anything to make a sound; even kids’ toys sold in the market nowadays make different sounds and speak some words; these are all coming out of human manufacturing, how much more is God’s ability in this matter.
Appearing to Joshua:

There is a quick appearance: the appearance of Christ to Joshua the disciple of Moses the prophet.

And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, a Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, "Are You for us or for our adversaries?” [Joshua was valiant, because he saw Him holding a sword and still went to talk to Him.] So He said, "No, but as Commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.” (Jos 5:13-14).

This expression comes here for the first time –this time it is not the Angel of the Lord, but Commander of the army of the LORD. This might startle slightly, because we said that angel, is a ‘messenger’, and this applies to the Lord Christ, but the commander of the army of the Lord might be Archangel Michael, Gabriel, or any of the archangels. But there is the high-commander of the heavenly hosts. Who is this high-commander? It has to be the Word of God; He is the high-commander. Likewise we have the minister of defense, but the higher authority for the armored forces (the army) is the president –the highest-ranking position in the nation. Let us look at the rest of the words.

And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, [one might say that perhaps Joshua by bowing offered reverence and not worship, but how does the story continue?] and said to Him, "What does my Lord say to His servant?” Then the Commander of the LORD’s army said to Joshua, "Take your sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is holy.” And Joshua did so. (Jos 5:14-15).

Now, what made this place holy? It has no altar to the Lord? Abraham had not prayed there? And there is no previous mention of it as one of the holy places? The only answer can be is that this is a divine appearance! It reminds us of incident of the burning bush where God similarly commanded Moses saying: “Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground.” (Ex 3:5); this makes an instant connection between both incidents. What does it say next? 

Now Jericho was securely shut up because of the children of Israel; none went out, and none came in. And the LORD said to Joshua: "See! I have given Jericho into your hand, its king, and the mighty men of valor.” (Jos 6:1-2).

He continued His conversation with him, and instead of saying the Commander of the LORD’s army said, this time the Bible wrote, the LORD said. Therefore, the two signs that cannot be doubted are: that Joshua worshipped, and that He told him, take your sandal off your foot –this expression could not be said unless he was in a divine presence. 

Appearing to Ezekiel:

There are many appearances available in the Old Testament. Among the appearances, for instance: God’s appearance twice to Solomon; God’s appearance to Isaiah (which we already mentioned); and God’s appearances to Ezekiel several times. God’s appearances to Ezekiel alone would need a separate meeting, because almost the entire book of Ezekiel is full of appearances. The throne, the Cherubic chariot, the firmament above the throne, and above the throne like a Man, etc.. Ezekiel says this is the glory of God and the glory of the God of Israel; the expressions are very many in the book of Ezekiel. It begins with: “And above the firmament… on the likeness of the throne [the glory of God] was a likeness with the appearance of a man” (Ez 1:26); this expression is important.

Appearing to Daniel:

Also in the book of Daniel there is an appearance of Him on the clouds of heaven:

And behold, One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him. Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom… His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed. (Dan 7:13-14)

Here is a clear portrayal of the relationship of the incarnate Son (the Son of Man) who took the image of man, with the heavenly Father. The heavenly Father of course gave the Son glory and eternal dominion, being the judge of the world, the head of the church, and the representative of humanity before the heavenly Father, as the great High Priest. Christ pointed to this when He told the chief priests during His trial: “You will see the Son of Man… coming with the clouds of heaven.” (Mk 14:62). Daniel said, “I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven!” (Dan 7:13).

There is also an appearance to the prophet Zechariah in chapter six, in which Christ speaks of His Holy Spirit living in the north country, and the expressions point that this is one of the divine appearances. The appearances of Ezekiel and Daniel will need another special meeting.

With the Three Youth in the Furnace
Among the appearances of Christ in the book of Daniel is His appearance with the three youth in the fiery furnace. When Nebuchadnezzar threw the three youth in the furnace of fire, it is mentioned that a fourth appeared with them: “I see four men loose… the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.” (Dan 3:25). Four men means that He looks like them, and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God means that He has a distinctive glory. The three youth are ordinary humans, and the fourth is in the image of a human but radiant, this is why he said He is like the Son of God. His presence with them in the fire, not only kept the fire from burning them (although the furnace was heated seven times), but even their clothes were not burned.

We praise with the story of the Lord Christ with the three youth during the Midnight Psalmody, and during the night of Great Saturday (Apocalypses –the vigil after Great Friday) –the renowned hymn of Aripsalin. The church realized that this scene and this event were symbolic of the Lord Christ descending into Hades to bring out the saints –when they were cast into the fire He brought them out safely. Not only “You will not leave my soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.” (Ps 16:10), but You will not leave Your saints in Sheol, but will lift them up and glorify them after You have reconciled us with Your Father and opened paradise, to enter Your saints therein, then you ascended to the highest heavens to prepare a place for us, and will come again to take us, “Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” (Rev 22:20).
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