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#13
Appearances Of The Only-Begotten Son Of God 

In The Old Testament

In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, One God, Amen.

WHAT MORE COULD GOD HAVE DONE TO PREPARE FOR THE INCARNATION

As I have already mentioned, the Lord said in the book of Isaiah, “What more could have been done to My vineyard that I have not done in it” (Is 5:4). But there are many things that God did. Two examples are the story of the flood and the Ark –symbolic of baptism, and the sacrifice of Abraham. When God told Abraham to kill his son but then redeemed him with a ram, this was symbolic of the Redemption and the sacrifice of the Cross. Abraham truly saw Christ at the time when he was about to sacrifice his son and he called the name of the place Yahweh –yer’ah ‘The Lord has seen’, so, he must have seen the Lord in this place, and Christ Himself later said: “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad” (Jn 8:56).

This is on the one hand; on the other hand, there are many prophecies. I met a Jewish lawyer at Haifa who was defending our case of the Sultan Monastery that chiefly belongs the Coptic Church. I was on official business in Jerusalem
. After completing my official duties, we took a trip to our monastery and the Coptic structures in Haifa. This lawyer, who was at a meeting with the Coptic Church lawyer, is a Jew from Russia who knows Arabic, Hebrew, English, and Russian. After we finished the meeting I asked him:

H.E.M.Bishoy: “How do you receive forgiveness now that you have no altar or sacrifices?”

Lawyer: 
“We beg forgiveness.”

HEMB: 
“But does the Mosaic Law say this?”

Lawyer: 
“No, our leaders have changed the religion.”

HEMB: 
“So then, the true sacrifice is the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross. This is how you will be forgiven, since you have not been absolved for two thousand years”.

I was surprised by his sudden attack against myself and Metropolitan Abraham.

Lawyer:  
“God does not accept human sacrifices!” He shouted and became red…
They tell them that Christians accuse God of accepting a human sacrifice -the sacrifice of the Lord Christ. HEMB:
“Do you know psalm twenty-two”.

Lawyer: 
“I memorize it in Hebrew and I can translate it to you instantly.”

HEMB: 
“Let us read it in Arabic.”

Metropolitan Abraham brought the book, and he began to read.

Lawyer: 
“A psalm of David.”

HEMB: 
“Who wrote this?”

Lawyer: 
“David”, he continued, “They pierced My hands and My feet… They divide My garments among them, and for My clothing they cast lots.”

HEMB: 
“This is enough. Did anyone pierce the hands and feet of David the prophet?”

Lawyer: 
“No, he died on his bed a dignified honored king, and appointed his son Solomon king, and he was even anointed king during his father’s lifetime, during his last days.”

HEMB: 
“Then who is he speaking of? It is obvious from the choice of words from the beginning of the psalm to the end that he is speaking of a very blessed personality who was accepted by God.”

He sat silent for a while, and then answered.

Lawyer: 
“This is a very precise description of Christ’s crucifixion”!

Everything pertaining to Christ: His birth; His ministry; His crucifixion; His death; His resurrection from the dead; and His ascension to heaven are all available in the Jewish Scriptures. God prepared this over thousands of years using symbols like the flood and the sacrifice of our father Abraham. He also set the texts of the Holy Scripture. I told Metropolitan Abraham that this lawyer also needs chapter fifty-three of the book of Isaiah, where it says:

A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief… He was led as a lamb to the slaughter… When You make His soul an offering for sin… And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all… And they made His grave with the wicked -- But with the rich at His death.

With the wicked means with the two thieves –they had opened the criminal’s grave to put Him with them, but Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus requested the body from Pilate the Roman governor who granted it, and Christ was placed in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, a rich man. So, His grave was prepared with the wicked, but He was buried with the rich. It says, at His death, so then, He did die!

It also says, His soul an offering for sin, also, the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all, and again, By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities. Therefore God did accept a human sacrifice, but not just anyone can go kill another claiming it a human sacrifice. God accepted a human sacrifice from several angles: one, He personally accepted to be offered as a sacrifice saying, “I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again… I lay down My life for the sheep” (Jn 10:18, 15); and two, He raised Him from the dead, defeating the pains of death, in glory and honor which far surpasses what He received from sorrows and grief. Therefore it says, “He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth”, He was not oppressed by God, but by humanity; but regarding God it says, “God raised up, having loosed the pains of death” (Act 2:24), therefore, “Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” (Lk 24:26) He entered into His glory through the cross, and then He entered into the resurrection and the ascension, and was lifted up to the right hand of God in heaven, 

“Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Phil 2:9)

So, to review: one, He accepted to be offered as a sacrifice, and two, this sacrifice was not a final end to His life, but was the entry into the glory of resurrection and ascension; so, here God returned to Him all that He had sacrificed. As long as He raised Him from the dead, then all the conspiracies of the Jews (who insisted on His crucifixion) ended as such. Of course, any Jewish person should believe in the Christ. One Jew might argue that he personally did not participate in the crucifixion of Christ. Our respond is that if a Jew wants to be justified of the blood of Christ has to: admit that His Crucifixion was not right; confess that He is the Holy Just One sent from God for the salvation of the world; and believe in His mission, in order to avoid condemnation at the judgment on the Last Day. Regarding hatred, we do not call for hatred toward anyone in the world, no matter how much he might differ from us in faith or in thought. Our Lord Jesus Christ said, “Love your enemies” (Mt 5:43).
God did much; we would not have time today to cover all the angles of the topic, I just gave quick examples, but perhaps we will one day have an opportunity to speak of the topic of ‘the fullness of time’. It says, “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law… that we might receive the adoption as sons.” (Gal 4:4-5) What is the fullness of the time? It is God’s way of preparing all humanity to accept the idea of incarnation and redemption, all humanity, not only the Jews.

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AN APPEARANCE AND THE INCARNATION

Any incarnation is an appearance (although there is only one incarnation for the Son), but not every appearance is an incarnation. All the appearances of God in the Old Testament are appearances of the only-begotten Son –because, to the Son is revelation while to the Holy Spirit is inspiration. The Holy Spirit inspires us, He works without us seeing Him, but the Son appears, and did appear in His Incarnation. Therefore, it is a set fact, all the appearances of God in the Old Testament were appearances of the only-begotten Son, God the Word, or the Word of God. We say in the Divine Liturgy:

In the Last days You manifested Yourself to us, who were sitting in darkness and the shadow of death, through Your only-begotten Son, our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ.

St. Paul also says: “Great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh.” (1 Tim 3:16) Also, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (Jn 1:14). Therefore, the Incarnation is also an appearance. But there is a difference between the Angel of the Lord appearing to Gideon and then disappearing from before him, and the Lord Christ appearing after the Resurrection and telling the disciples, “Touch Me and see, see my hands and the nails and my side, I am the one who was crucified and rose” (Cf. Lk 24:39), this was a true existence on earth before His ascension into heaven. It was not simply the issue of a manifestation; a spirit does not appear except if it takes on a certain form in which to manifest. If an angel appears here right now, we might not see him, but he can suddenly appear, either in a luminous body or in the form of man, then suddenly he disappears, thus we realize that this is a spirit and not a body. However, the Incarnation of the only-begotten son is different. The Lord Christ, being God the Word, took a complete human nature from Virgin Mary; a perfect human body and a perfect rational human soul, with His same Person He took the human nature: the Person of the only-begotten Son born of the Father before all ages according to His Divinity, light of light, true God of true God, begotten not created, a spiritual birth and not bodily. In His same Person, He took a perfect human nature from Virgin Mary and made it His very own, and became, as St. John described in His Gospel:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God… And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” (Jn 1:1,14)
He incarnated, means that God appeared in the flesh, yet this does not mean that God changed. If God appeared, that does not mean that He has changed, and if He incarnated, that does not mean that His Divine nature changed, because God is almighty (able to do all things), He cannot sin, and He cannot change; as for appearing, this is within His ability, and appearing in the incarnation, this also is a divine power or might. If God is almighty, then He is able to appear, and He is able to appear bodily for a very lofty purpose –the salvation of humanity, to pay for our sins on the cross.

The Lord appeared in the Bush in the form of fire to Moses the Prophet. If the Jews believe in the Mosaic Law why do they not believe in what Moses saw in the Bush?

As the Lord appeared to Moses in the form of fire, He also appeared to others of the children of Israel. In the book of Exodus chapter twenty-four the following is written: 

Now He said to Moses, "Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and worship from afar. And Moses alone shall come near the LORD, but they shall not come near; nor shall the people go up with him.” [This is in the wilderness of Sinai, at Mount Horeb.]… Then Moses went up, also Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and they saw the God of Israel. And there was under His feet as it were a paved work of sapphire stone, and it was like the very heavens in its clarity. But on the nobles of the children of Israel He did not lay His hand. So they saw God, and they ate and drank. (Ex 24:1, 9-11)

They saw the image of Christ: they saw His hand, they saw His feet, they saw under His feet, and that He did not extend His hand to them. This reminds us of the vision which Isaiah saw:

The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz… In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple. Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one cried to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory!” And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house was filled with smoke. So I said: "Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The LORD of hosts. Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth with it, and said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; your iniquity is taken away, and your sin purged.” [This is symbolic of partaking of the Lord’s Body and Blood during the Liturgy, to purge one from sin.] Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: "Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, "Here am I! Send me.” And He said, "Go, and tell this people: 'Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and return and be healed.” (Is 1:1; 6:1-10)

This might bear part of the answer to the previous question. The issue is that there is a kind of blindness, deafness, and hard heartedness. What is God to do! Not only did Moses tell them what he saw, but also seventy elders of Israel saw the God of Israel. Here some might quickly ask: ‘But God told Moses, “No man shall see Me, and live” (Ex 33:20)’. How can we reconcile between this verse and the verse that says: they saw the God of Israel? In understanding the Holy Bible we cannot take one or two verses and leave the rest of the book, you have to read the entire Holy Bible, and weigh the issues, and then you will be able to understand what is behind the words. There is no contradiction; there is only connectedness.

We find that Moses is the one to whom this declaration was made, but if we read the whole story we are able to understand what God means by this statement. Moses was alone on the mountain with God at another time:
Then Moses said to the LORD, "See, You say to me, 'Bring up this people.’ But You have not let me know whom You will send with me…” [And the Lord answered him:] "My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” Then he said to Him, "If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here. For how then will it be known that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight, except You go with us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from all the people who are upon the face of the earth.” So the LORD said to Moses, "I will also do this thing that you have spoken; for you have found grace in My sight, and I know you by name.” [When He told Moses My presence will go with you, and you have found grace in My sight, Moses was emboldened and dove in.] And he said, "Please, show me Your glory.” (Ex 33:12-18)

This request is what prompted the verse that confuses people. How did Manoah say We shall surely die, because we have seen God, yet they didn’t die? His wife answered that if God wanted to kill us He would not have told us that we would have a child. Also, Jacob said, I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved. There are also other verses, like the one we just mentioned: they saw the God of Israel. So, what brought about this restriction, that no man shall see Me, and live? The answer is that Moses told Him, show me Your glory, he did not want simply to see Him but wanted to see His glory. Moses, who went in to talk with God and came out and the skin of his face shone to the extent that people could not look at him, and he had his face covered with a veil, is seeking to see more. Moses wanted to see God in His full glory, (regardless whether it is the glory of the only-begotten Son –because the glory of the Father is the very glory of the Son), from here sparked the discussion we are about to enter.

He said, "I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.” But He said, "You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live.” (Ex 33:19-20)

The Lord said, “You cannot see My face”, meanwhile Jacob says, “I have seen God face to face” when “A Man wrestled with him until the breaking of day” and said to him, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel”, and Jacob begged Him, “Tell me Your name”, to which He answered, “Why is it that you ask about My name?” … “And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel”, etc. (Gen 32:24-30) Peniel means the appearance of God, here ‘El’ is one of the names of God, same as in Bethel.

This point is deep –Moses did not simply say, show me your face, because He had told him,  My (face) Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest, to which Moses responded, If Your (face) Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here. The issue is not over His face (or His presence), the issue is over His glory, the key to this whole piece is the statement, “Please, show me Your glory”. God said, ‘Now you have entered the high-voltage zone’! (What is the high-voltage zone? The electricity coming from the high dam is at 500,000 volts. If you touch a 12-volt current (the basic voltage) you feel a slight tingling in your fingers, 110 can electrocute you, 220 can kill, 11,000 chars, 220,000 burns to a crisp, and this 500,000 can turn a person into vapor.) Thus, the stages of vision vary! If Moses enters into the fullness of glory, he will not live; he cannot handle the high voltage. (When an engineer enters the city local circuit-breaker site to work, which is at 11,000, the voltage for the city is at 11,000, inside the house it is at 220 volts, and 3-phase is at 380 volts, he wears distinctive safekeeping dielectric cloths, and nevertheless from time to time someone is shocked; if he is not very careful he is a goner.) The rest of the words confirm what we are saying:

And the LORD said, "Here is a place by Me, and you shall stand on the rock [symbolic of Christ]. So it shall be, while My glory passes by, that I will put you in the cleft of the rock, and will cover you with My hand while I pass by. Then I will take away My hand, and you shall see My back; but My face shall not be seen. (Ex 33:21-23)

The point is that the face is not only linked to the countenance, because in other appearances we often find it say, “I have seen God face to face”, or, it was obvious that He was seen face to face. Here the point is that he is seeking God’s face alongside God’s Glory. This is what is impossible! So, He told him, I will put you in the cleft of the rock, and will cover you with My hand while I pass by… and you shall see My back. All these details: My hand… My face… My back, reveal that this is one of the appearances of the Lord Christ before Incarnation; just as when they saw things under His feet and He did not extend His hand to them. These are all progressive, yet they are connected to what we have already said. Thus, we conclude that we, not only cannot see the Father, but even the Son, we are unable to see Him in His full Glory, in our current bodies.

What about the resurrection body with which we shall enter Eternity? John the apostle mentions one point: “It has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is” (1 Jn 3:2). St. Paul mentions a second point: “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face” (1 Cor 13:12). So, it is expected that the saints who enter the Kingdom of Heaven will be able to see Christ is His Glory. I wonder, will the glory that they see be that same glory from which the angels cover their faces, due to the magnitude of His Glory? Or is it a certain degree relative to the resurrection body and its endurance? These are issues and heavenly mysteries that we are unable to give answers to right now, but what we know is that, at the time when He told Moses no man shall see Me, and live, Moses was in the body of death of which St. Paul said, “The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory.” (1 Cor 15:42-43); there is an earthly body which will decompose in the grave, and a heavenly body in which we will rise on the Last Day of resurrection. The glorified body will have a much higher capability of seeing the Divine Glory and the glory of the Kingdom of Heaven. It says we will share with Him in the glory: “Partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light” (Col 1:12), but of this light the Lord Christ mentioned: “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (Jn 3:3) –his eyes are unable to bear this kind of illumination. Not only are his eyes unable to bear (He said no man shall see Me, and live, but what is the benefit of God raising someone and bringing him into the Kingdom, only to die there), he also has to take the glorified resurrection body, the one he will take as a result of rebirth from the water and Spirit, in order to see the glories of the Kingdom.
As for the question laid before us: if Moses saw the burning bush, how did the people of Israel not believe? Did only Moses see the burning bush? The God of Israel appeared to Moses, seventy elders, Aaron, Nadab and Abihu and they saw Him. This is written in the Torah, so why do they refuse to believe that God appeared in the flesh!

The punishment they sought for the Lord Christ was because He said that He is the Son of God:

Pilate said to them, "You take Him and crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him.” The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and according to our law He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God”. (Jn 19:6-7)

So, according to their opinion, by simply saying that He is the Son of God, He is deserving of death. And when the Jews wanted to stone Him they said: “For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy, and because You, being a Man, make Yourself God” (Jn 10:33). Because He appeared in a human form they considered it a kind of blasphemy for Him to say (about Himself) that He is the Son of God. Also, “Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath [when He healed the infirm man by the pool of Bethesda], but also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God” (Jn 5:18). The idea that God has a Son, and this Son is a Man, is an idea completely rejected by the Jews.
You might say, ‘Now, you returned to the New Testament, and they do not believe in the New Testament, they only have the Old Testament.’ Back to the old testament, if we ask the Jews if they believe that God has a Son, and that this Son will be born of the Virgin, as it is written in the book of Isaiah: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel” (Is 7:14) what will their respond be? Also, do they believe that this Son, who will be born, incarnate of the virgin, is the Word of God and His only-begotten Son, born of Him spiritually before all ages? They considered this the worst possible accusation against a man -that He says He is the Son of God, or that He is God appearing in the flesh. Also, during the trial of the Lord Christ, they questioned Him regarding this issue:

Again the high priest asked Him, saying to Him, "Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed [God]?” Jesus said, "I am. And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power [Father], and coming with the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "What further need do we have of witnesses? You have heard the blasphemy! What do you think?” And they all condemned Him to be deserving of death. (Mk 14: 61-64)

The official accusation (there were other motivations, like envy, etc.,) with which He was condemned to death was that He said ‘I am the Son of God’.

GOD APPEARS IN THE IMAGE OF MAN!

Now the question remains: why are they upset that God would appear in the image of a man, if the entire Old Testament is loaded with such examples? When God appeared to Abraham under the terebinth trees of Mamre, as was mentioned in the book of Genesis chapter eighteen? As Abraham was sitting in his tent by the terebinth trees he saw three men coming; and being known for his hospitality, he quickly arose and bowed to them to the ground:

Then the LORD appeared to him by the terebinth trees of Mamre, as he was sitting in the tent door in the heat of the day. So he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing by him; [The three men are not Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? The three are Christ and two angels. All appearances of God in the Old Testament are appearances of the Son. If three appeared, then it is our Lord and two angels with Him, and this will become clear now. (Three certainly can be symbolic of the Holy Trinity, but only as a symbol)] and when he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them, and bowed himself to the ground, and said, "My Lord, if I have now found favor in Your sight, do not pass on by Your servant. Please let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. And I will bring a morsel of bread, that you may refresh your hearts. After that you may pass by, inasmuch as you have come to your servant.” [They agreed to eat and he prepared a meal for them, then after they finished eating.] …and he stood by them under the tree as they ate. [here it says three men, while the beginning said the LORD appeared to him. Also it is an appearance with eating. God not only appeared to him in a human image, but He also ate. Certainly this food was not digested, but only to accomplish the purpose of the appearance.] Then they said to him, "Where is Sarah your wife?” So he said, "Here, in the tent.” And He said, "I will certainly return to you according to the time of life, and behold, Sarah your wife shall have a son.” (Sarah was listening in the tent door which was behind him.) Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well advanced in age; and Sarah had passed the age of childbearing. Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, "After I have grown old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?” And the LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh, saying, 'Shall I surely bear a child, since I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the LORD? [It is amazing that the Lord is speaking, and He is saying, Is anything too hard for the LORD.] At the appointed time I will return to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.” But Sarah denied it, saying, "I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. And He said, "No, but you did laugh!” [He is sitting with Abraham, Sarah can hear Him, and He hears Sarah, although they are not together, one is inside the tent, the other is outside. He was speaking to Abraham, when she said, I did not laugh, then He answered her and said, No, but you did laugh.] Then the men rose from there and looked toward Sodom [Sodom and Gomorrah had homosexuality and displeasing issues], and Abraham went with them to send them on the way. [They walked in the direction of Sodom, and in the next chapter it says, “Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening”, so when they walked, you will notice something: they divide into two groups, Christ continued with Abraham, and the angels entered Sodom. The journey began in the direction of Sodom.] And the LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing, since Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?”… And the LORD said, "Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grave, [The issue of homosexuality greatly upsets our Lord. At this time Lot had chosen the region of Sodom and Gomorah because it is good ground and lived in it, meanwhile Abraham had stayed in the wilderness.] I will go down now and see [Notice the word go down, because in the Creed of Faith we say, ‘He came down from heaven and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit’.] whether they have done altogether according to the outcry against it that has come to Me; and if not, I will know.” Then the men [(the two angels) as the next chapter reveals, “Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening”] turned away from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the LORD. And Abraham came near and said, "Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it? Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the wicked [here he uses logic]; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” [Here it is obvious that he is speaking to God.] So the LORD said, "If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.” Then Abraham answered and said, "Indeed now, I who am but dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: [It is obvious that the speech is between Abraham and God. He began to tell Him, what if they were ten less, and God agreed; and he asked about even ten less, and God agreed; another ten, God agreed; another ten, God agreed. The last time Abraham asked about ten he said] …"Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but once more: Suppose ten should be found there?” And He said, "I will not destroy it for the sake of ten.” So the LORD went His way as soon as He had finished speaking with Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place. [They had walked a distance, so the Lord left, and Abraham returned to his tent.]
But a problem will occur if the Lord destroys ten righteous persons with the rest of the city. In the objection that Abraham raised, “Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the wicked”, Abraham didn’t notice a very important point. He raised the exact objection, which God was originally solving; God had sent the two angels to Sodom, who brought out Lot, his wife, and two daughters. But Lot’s wife was undeserving and she looked back because her heart was attached to the world, so she turned into a pillar of salt. The whole thing came down to three persons. First of all, God did not find ten; secondly, the three in whom there was hope, He did bring out of the devastation. Abraham stopped at ten, but God did not stop, not even at one person. Abraham told the Lord, “I will speak but once more”, ten and he was too ashamed, but God put us to even further shame, saying that He cannot give up even one soul. The heavens rejoice over one soul saved, because God does not wish the death of a sinner but that he turns from his way and his soul lives (Cf. Lk 15:7, Ez 33:11), or desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. (1 Tim 2:4).

ABRAHAM SEES GOD; GOD SEES ABRAHAM

The most important appearance of God to Abraham was when Abraham went to offer his son as a sacrifice. The Lord Christ referred to this in a very popular verse:

“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.” Then the Jews said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?” Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM” (Jn 8:56-58).

This word I AM in Hebrew is ‘Aheh’, which He said to Moses on the mount, from which the word Yahweh is derived; in Greek it is ‘ego emi’. Notice He did not say ‘Abraham saw Me’, or ‘Longed to see Me’, unless you tell me that Abraham saw Him under the terebinth trees of Mamre, He said,“ to see My day”. There is a difference between ‘to see Me’, and,“ to see My day”. The psalm says, “This is the day the LORD has made” (Ps 118:24); this is the day of salvation of which the Bible also says, “The coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD” (Mal 4:5), therefore there is such a thing as the day of the LORD. The day of the LORD is the day of salvation, and the day of His second coming for judgment –this is the great and dreadful day of the LORD. This is mentioned in the book of Joel: “Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD” (Joe 2:31). Keep in mind that He said, “rejoiced to see My day”. Yet this does not mean that Abraham did not see Him. When they argued with Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?” He answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM”; He did not deny that Abraham saw Him.

Everyone knows the story of when Abraham took his son to slay him, it is mentioned in the book of Genesis chapter 22; God gave the command in order to test Abraham. The sensitive point is: when Abraham built the altar, placed the wood on the altar, having the torch and knife ready, he bound his son and placed him on the wood, (he will first slay him, then he will light the fire): “And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!”” (Gen 22:10-11) It can’t get past me that the Lord Christ confirmed once and again that He is sent from the Father; the word messenger applies to the Lord Christ, and this is very acceptable in all its angels. For example, He says: “He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him” (Jn 5:23), He continues, “As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me” (Jn 5:30). The phrase ‘the Father sent Me’ is mentioned tens of times in the Gospel according to St. John, for example, so to us it is not strange for Him to be called the Angel of God, or the Angel of the Lord –signifying that He is sent. It says the Angel of the LORD (Malak Yahweh) called to him from heaven, there is nothing here to prove that He is God, or the Son of God, but wait, it is yet to come:

So he said, "Here I am.” And He said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me” (Gen 22:11-12).

Is it correct for Abraham to offer His son (in obedience to a command from God) as a sacrifice to an angel? This would be idolatrous worship! Then the angel would be a partner to God! Because He said, “You have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me”, then the one speaking must be God.

Further proof: 

Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son. And Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-Will-Provide [Yahweh Yer’ah –the Lord has seen]; as it is said to this day, "In the Mount of The LORD it shall be provided [Yehwa Yer’ah –the Lord was seen].” (Gen 22:11-14
)

In Hebrew this phrase, ‘Yahweh Yer`ah, can mean ‘the Lord sees’. Remember the Jews asked the Lord, “Have You seen Abraham?” (Jn 8:57) So the vision was interchangeable. Of course God sees everything in existence, but Abraham felt that the One he was speaking to also saw him. For example, you can see me, but I am unaware that you can see me, but when you sit in front of me, talking to me and looking at me, then I will feel that you can see me. God saw Abraham’s love, and redeemed his son for a ram.

Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, and said: "By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, [Here the Son is speaking of the Father] because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son -- "blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. In your seed [Christ] all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice. (Gen 22:13-18)

Here Christ was telling Abraham that the Father has sworn that, In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.

What are the two proofs here that the Angel of the LORD speaking to him was the only-begotten Son? The first proof is that He said, you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me (it is impossible for this to be an ordinary angel), and secondly, because Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-Has Seen [Yahweh Yer`ah –the Lord was seen]. So, when did Abraham see the day of the Lord? The answer is at the time when he offered his son as a sacrifice, and the Lord offered redemption in its place. This is when he saw, he saw My day. As if the following conversation went through between Abraham and God. Abraham asked, ‘How can salvation be accomplished?’, God answered him, ‘Abraham, it is very costly for you to understand’, Abraham answered, ‘Name your price, I want nothing more than this, why else did I ask to have a son, was it not for the salvation of humanity, and Your glory?’ The Lord answered Abraham, ‘Can you handle it?’ Abraham answered, ‘I’m at Your disposal, whatever You want’, so the Lord ordered, ‘Sacrifice your son’, ‘Ok’. When Abraham’s receptive wave was moving parallel to the transmitting wave the vision occurred.

OTHER APPEARANCES

But, unless someone thinks Abraham is the only one who saw God, the same happened with Isaac: “And the LORD appeared to him the same night and said, "I am the God of your father Abraham; do not fear, for I am with you. I will bless you and multiply your descendants for My servant Abraham’s sake.” So he built an altar there and called on the name of the LORD” (Gen 26:24-25); He did not only appear to Abraham, He also appeared to Isaac.

He also appeared to Jacob, when he fled from his brother Esau:

Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it… Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not know it.” And he was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!” …and [he] took the stone that he had put at his head, set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it. And he called the name of that place Bethel (Gen 28:12, 16-19)

And he vowed that he would return and worship God in this same place. This was an appearance because it says that he saw God standing on the ladder: “And behold, the LORD stood above it and said: "I am the LORD God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac”” (Gen 28:13). He saw the Lord standing on the ladder; now one who is standing at the top of a ladder, what is He intending to do? He intends to come down! So, what is this pointing to? It is to the concept of the Incarnation. Therefore, in the Saturday Praises of St. Mary (Theotokia), we tell her, “You were likened to the ladder which Jacob saw rising up to heaven” –the hymn Aritenthonti. The Lord is standing on the ladder and will descend, so this ladder is symbolic of St. Mary, and it is also symbolic of the church. This is why he consecrated this place with oil; it was the first church in history to be anointed.

Next is the critical appearance of the Lord to Jacob. (Although in the interim between these two events He had appeared to Laban the uncle of Jacob, and warned him not to touch or harm Jacob when Jacob fled from his uncle Laban, taking along his wives and children.) The appearance we have to stop at is: “A Man wrestled with him until the breaking of day” (Gen 32:24); this is when Jacob was returning, and afraid to face his brother Esau. As he was praying and keeping vigil, a Man appeared to him and started to wrestle with him. Jacob was afraid of his brother Esau because he was returning after twenty years. When Jacob had taken the birthright from his brother, and Esau wanted to kill him, his father advised him to flee and marry his cousin from the land of Mesopotamia. He went, married, and was returning. He prayed (and his prayer is recorded), but then a Man appeared to him and invited him to wrestle. They wrestled all night.

A Man wrestled with him until the breaking of day. Now when He saw that He did not prevail against him [Jacob was struggling hard], He touched the socket of his hip; and the socket of Jacob’s hip was out of joint as He wrestled with him. And He said, "Let Me go, for the day breaks.” But he said, "I will not let You go unless You bless me!” So He said to him, "What is your name?” He said, "Jacob.” And He said, "Your name shall no longer be called Jacob [the supplanter – because he held onto his brother Esau’s heal when they were born, as they were twins], but Israel [a prince with God]; for you have struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked, saying, "Tell me Your name, I pray.” [Jacob is asking the person he is wrestling.] And He said, "Why is it that you ask about My name?” And He blessed him there. And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: "For I have seen God [Elohim] face to face, and my life is preserved.” Just as he crossed over Penuel the sun rose on him, and he limped on his hip. (Gen 32:24-31)

This is the district of the ford of Jabbok, which they crossed over to pass from the district of Iraq to the district of Syria and the southern lands towards Lebanon. He crossed from north downwards. Hebrews were called ‘Beni-Eber’ (sons of Eber) because one of Abraham’s forefathers was called Eber; simultaneously Eber means to cross-over.

What concerns us here is that it says, A Man wrestled with him, and he said, For I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved. What did the Jews tell Jesus: “For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy, and because You, being a Man, make Yourself God.” (Jn 10:33)! What would they say about this incident of Jacob? In all this, is God not coordinating that He will incarnate, and appear in the form of a Man in the New Testament!

How could Jacob overcome God in wrestling?

Notice he did not ultimately win, because in the end, when He saw that Jacob was prevailing, He pulled his hip out of its socket, he even could have completely destroyed Jacob. Certainly it has many meanings. Let us take the simple meaning first: if you see a father playing with his children, or perhaps training them, for example a father teaching his son how to wrestle, he doesn’t have to pin him every time, he could give him chances to win. We see this often between fathers and their children when there is affection between them. This is the simple explanation. In addition, unless we actually believe that Jacob is stronger than God, thereafter God showed him that He is stronger; on the one side He showed Jacob that he won, and on the other side He showed him that this victory does not mean that he is stronger than God. He wanted to encourage him because he was afraid of his brother Esau, He wanted to give him the impression that he could win, He told him, “You have struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed”. “You were able, so what are you afraid of, you are valiant!” Then He reminded him, “But don’t think this is due to your muscle, if you don’t rely on My help you will lose yourself.” This is why He said, “I will take your hip out of its socket, so you know that My face will go before you. None will be able to withstand you to harm you,  My strength is made perfect in weakness (Cf 1 Pt 3:13, 2 Cor 12:9), the important thing is for your heart to be strong internally.” The first victory was to strengthen his heart, and the blow was to the effect that he does not depend on his personal strength.

The deeper theological explanation is this: Jacob, although he is a person beloved by God, a patriarch, and a great saint, we cannot forget that his descendants, the people of Israel, are the ones who will crucify Christ. This has a prophetic and figurative spirit: He will hand Himself over to them, allowing them to fulfill in Him all they want (and so Israel will seem to have overcome Christ -God incarnate), afterwards He will strike them by His resurrection from the dead, taking their hip out of its socket.

� It is forbidden for Copts to go to Jerusalem, but I once went for the enthronement of our new Metropolitan of Jerusalem, Metropolitan Abraham, and the second time was for the Theological Dialogue of the Orthodox Leaders, alongside the Orthodox world Patriarchs. I was also commissioned by His Holiness to meet with the Catholic Patriarch in Jerusalem.


� From the Anaphora of the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil


� LXX translation: And Abraam called the name of that place, The Lord hath seen; that they might say to-day, In the mount the Lord was seen.
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