SIMPLIFYING FAITH LECTURE SERIES

By  H.E. Metropolitan Bishoy

#12 Appearances Of The Only-Begotten Son Of God 

In The Old Testament

In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, One God, Amen.

INTRODUCTION

The Jews have the Old Testament in the Hebrew language (parts in Aramaic), they hand-transcribed it and preserved it from age to age. The well-known Masoretic Text of the Old Testament Scriptures is still in use to this present day. Officially, they read and memorize the Holy Bible in the Hebrew language; here I’m speaking of the Torah, the Psalms, and the prophets.

As for the New Testament, of course the Jews do not recognize it, but our Holy Bible includes the Old Testament and New Testament. It was preserved in the Christian churches in the Greek language (Old Testament or New Testament). As we explained before in our discussion on the impossibility of distorting the Holy Bible, there are Manuscripts available in the British Museum, and one at the Vatican, from the fourth and fifth Centuries of both Testaments; the Old Testament is called the Septuagint translation of the Holy Bible. The Septuagint is a translation from the Hebrew to the Greek conducted by seventy elders of Israel by the order of King Ptolemy Philadelphus in the third century BC in the city of Alexandria. Jewish elders, specialized in both the Hebrew and Greek languages, are the ones who undertook this translation; it was not Christian persons who translated it. Considering that the New Testament in the Holy Bible was written in Greek, the Christian church preserved the Old and New Testaments in the Greek language, because most church fathers were teaching in the Greek language; it was the national language at that time, equivalent to English today (there is French, German, and many languages in the world, but English is the common language in universal conferences, alongside the readymade translations). Therefore, if we speak of the Greek text of the Old Testament, the church had no influence on this translation.

HEBREW ORIGIN

For this occasion I have brought with me the Old Testament in Hebrew from the Holy Bible Society; it is not printed (as the Arabic version) in Beirut or Egypt, but is printed in Israel by The Bible Society in Israel. 
Why do we care about the version present in Israel? The answer is that Jews are against Christ, they rejected Him, and do not confess Christianity, so when we come to explain something from the Old Testament, it is very important to use the version available in their hands, and the version that they are its publishers and distributors. Based on this we will start today’s study and discussion.

Due to the difficulty of the language I will use the Arabic translation taken from the Hebrew original and not the Greek. In this version it is written: The Holy Bible, Old Testament and New Testament, translated from the original languages; this translation if renowned as the Vandyke Translation; Holy Bible House; the Middle East. From the original languages means it was not taken from the Greek translation of the Hebrew, but taken directly from the Hebrew original. Furthermore, I will read some passages that are important to our discussion in the Hebrew language; therefore, if a Jewish person is listening to us, he should take out his Holy Scriptures and open to the parts we are at, and review what we say; if he has any objection he may write to us; we are not opposed to any objections –it is an open discussion. Our concern is to prove the testimony of the Holy Scriptures written over time, and left in the hands of the Israelites; though they rejected the Lord Christ, their scripture testifies to Him, a very powerful clear testimony.

The Lord Christ Himself rebuked the Jews for this point saying: “Do not think that I shall accuse you… there is one who accuses you -- Moses, in whom you trust… for he wrote about Me.” I’m not quoting this as verification now, but simply as an indication. The Lord Christ tells the Jews:

Do not think that I shall accuse you to the Father; there is one who accuses you -- Moses, in whom you trust. For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words? (Jn 5:45-46)

Moses’ writings, which He is referring to, are the five books of the Torah: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. The exception is the last chapter of Deuteronomy, which speaks of Moses’ death, which was completed by his disciple –Joshua the son of Nun- who further wrote the subsequent book of Joshua. Logically the chapter dealing with Moses’ death had to be completed by one of his disciples, and indeed Joshua is the one who was handed the leadership immediately after Moses, and thus he is the one who wrote this chapter.

Why do Jews not believe that God could have a Son despite the passages available in their Scriptures? Is there any mention to the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament?
There are very clear passages, and there are passages from which this point could be inferred. Being cautious for time’s sake, I will use the clear passages, and perhaps during the discussion other passages might arise. In the book of Proverbs, one of the books written in the Hebrew language, a poetic book, written not only in Hebrew, but Hebrew poetry, it says:

Who has ascended into heaven, or descended? Who has gathered the wind in His fists? Who has bound the waters in a garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is His name, and what is His Son’s name, if you know? (Pro 30:4)

All these metaphors of God and His ability as the almighty (the Pantocrator) of all creation are repeated often in the Holy Bible, not only here. The important thing here is that he follows the questions referring go God’s might and power with: “What is His name, and what is His Son’s name, if you know?”

The Jews knew God’s personal name as Yahweh. Yahweh is the name God revealed to Moses on the mountain when Moses asked Him, “What is Your Name?” Asking about His name reminds us of the Lord Christ on the night of His Passion during His prayer to the Father; concerning the disciples He said: “And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them” (Jn 17:26). I have declared to them Your name, all Jews know that God’s name is Yahweh! But, when our Lord Christ began His prayer, what did He call Him? He said,“Father, the hour has come… O righteous Father! The world has not known You, but I have known You” (Jn 17:1,25). Therefore, the intended name here is Father; and His Son’s name was declared at the annunciation of the birth of the Lord Christ, “And you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins” (Mt 1:21). The word Jesus is Hebrew (yahoo shoa) meaning Yahweh is Savior. So, regarding the question mentioned in the book of Proverbs not everyone could precisely pinpoint these names at that time the book of Proverbs was written, but now we can answer this question (What is His name, and what is His Son’s name, if you know?). Yet, I would now like to ask any Jewish person the same question and am awaiting a response. I don’t think it could be any clearer; they should not ignore such an obvious passage!

Another example: “The LORD has said to Me, 'You are My Son, Today I have begotten You’” (Ps 2:7), this indicates that God bore a Son. Yet, here He did not say I have begotten You, in the past tense, but says today; and one day with God is, as one French poet puts it, “The existence of Yahweh is not measured by months and days, for His day is an eternal day as His existence perpetual”. So, Today I have begotten You means that this birth is ongoing, before time, before all ages, and beyond the limits of time, that is why he says today. Also, in the same psalm, verse twelve he says, “Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the way, when His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him.” The Holy Bible in the Old Testament says, “Cursed is the man who trusts in man” (Jer 17:5). So if it is written “Kiss the Son, lest He be angry… Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him” meaning that God calls us to trust in Him, then this can’t be an ordinary created being; but the Son.

Regarding the Holy Spirit, one of the poetic Hebrew psalms says: 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain it. Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend into heaven, You are there; if I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there Your hand shall lead me, and Your right hand shall hold me. (Ps 139: 6-10)

Therefore he is speaking of the Spirit of God filling all of existence. He not only ties it to His Spirit, but further says, Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? So, God’s omnipresence is continually immanent with the presence of the Holy Spirit; where the Father is, there the Holy Spirit is found.

Another example of reference to the Holy Spirit is in the Old Testament, in the book of Job chapter 33 in the speech of Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite (whose speech pleased God). In verse 4 he said: “The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life”. So, the Spirit of God is Omnipresent, and He is the Creator. 
From the beginning, in the Book of Genesis, the first chapter and first verses it says:

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. (Gen 1:1-2)

Why is He hovering over the face of the waters? Because God will create; this is at one of the stages of creation: “Then God said, "Let there be light”; and there was light” (Gen 1:3).

God said means ‘by His Word’ He created; it does not say God ‘did’ or ‘willed’ for something to be and it was. It always says: God said let there be… because God always creates by the Word. Even in the case of humans, what did He say: “Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness”” (Gen 1:26). Every time He comes to create it is written, “And God said”. Who is God saying to? It’s not that He is speaking to anyone, it’s that He utters His Word, and His Word creates, as it says, “In the beginning was the Word… All things were made through Him” (Jn 1: 1,3). By His Word God created the heavens and the earth. So, here God said means that God created by His Word; but the Holy Spirit was not absent from the scene, as, the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters… The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep; it had no life or light or anything. He first created out of nothing, and then He put life into the material He created out of this nothing. Here he is speaking of creating life out of non-living materials; this is beyond the ability of any created being. These are just some examples, and there are many other examples in the Old Testament Scriptures which point to the Holy Spirit as well as the Son.

As He said, “You are My Son, Today I have begotten You”, in another translation He says: From the womb, before the morning star I have begotten You. 
Another case, “The LORD said to my Lord, Sit at My right hand” (Ps 110:1), and the Lord Christ Himself pointed to this psalm in His debate with the Jews. He said to them, if He is the son of David, then how does David call Him Lord saying, The LORD said to my Lord, Sit at My right hand”, and they could not answer (see Luke 20: 41-44); they still could not answer even to this day, therefore we repeat the question: How did David, by the Holy Spirit, addressing all, say, “The LORD said to my Lord, Sit at My right hand”? How is this expression interpreted!

If the Jews have these verses, why do they not believe? The Lord, in the book of Isaiah, said: “What more could have been done to My vineyard that I have not done in it” (Is 5:4); what more can I do for My people? Yet we still have a responsibility towards them to try from generation to generation to highlight the events that verify the genuineness of the coming of the Lord Christ. Christ told His disciples, “You shall be witnesses to Me” (Act 1:8), and it is the church’s responsibility is to proclaim the teachings of the Holy Bible and explain it to the people. We find that the Lord chose His Holiness Pope Shenouda III (may the Lord preserve his life) as Bishop of Education in our generation. He personally taught in the Theological College, and his teachings spread to the general public, producing an enormous meeting open to all. And as patriarch he is careful to hold his weekly meeting, with thousands of people in attendance, whose questions he answers. Furthermore, he has published tens of books (currently over one hundred books), and also recorded thousands of tapes (both video and cassette); 

UNDENIABLE APPEARANCES OF THE SON OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

This is a very important and very big topic, perhaps one meeting will not suffice, but we will try as much as possible to touch upon this topic, and maybe we will continue it hereafter, God willing. The Lord Christ, the only-begotten Son, God the Word, did not appear only when He incarnated from Virgin Mary; as we address the Heavenly Father in the Divine Liturgy:

In the Last days You manifested Yourself to us, who were sitting in darkness and the shadow of death, through Your only-begotten Son, our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ.

There is a difference between Old and New Testament conditions, but generally, before we dive into the differences we want to speak of very clear appearances of God in the Old Testament.

We start with the question: “Can God really appear or is He unable to appear? Is He prohibited from appearing or can He appear (setting Incarnation aside. Incarnation is an event that occurred for the salvation of humanity in the New Testament)?” We want to see how God wished to reveal, over thousands of years beforehand, what He was preparing to do in planning this issue.

· Example Number 1

Look at the book of Judges: “Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD. So the LORD delivered them into the hand of Midian for seven years” (Jud 6:1). The Lord started rebuking them because they worshiped idols and abandoned worshipping the true God. So, they began crying to God from their misery at that time. Starting with verse eleven, pay attention to this:

Now the Angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth tree which was in Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress, in order to hide it from the Midianites. And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him, and said to him, "The LORD is with you, you mighty man of valor!” (Jud 6:11-12)

At first glance a reader would say: ‘This is an angel who appeared to Gideon’, but when one continues reading he will find very amazing things:
Gideon said to Him, "O my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, 'Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has forsaken us and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.” Then the LORD turned to him and said, "Go in this might of yours, and you shall save Israel from the hand of the Midianites. Have I not sent you?” (Jud 6:13-14)

Suddenly we realize that, after it said the angel of the Lord, it now says the Lord turned to him. Just as Peter and John were in the boat, after the Lord Christ’s Resurrection, and they found someone on the shore asking if they caught anything, and they started to tell Him, ‘we have been fishing for a while and caught nothing’, etc., and then John turns to tell Peter, “It is the Lord” (Jn 21:7). If the Lord turned to him, then it is not the case of an angel; furthermore He told him, have I not sent you.

So he said to Him, "O my Lord, how can I save Israel [from the Midianites]? Indeed my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.” And the LORD said to him, "Surely I will be with you, and you shall defeat the Midianites as one man.” Then he said to Him, "If now I have found favor in Your sight, then show me a sign that it is You who talk with me. (Jud 6:15-17)

Here, as if Gideon said, ‘Now we are talking serious! I need a sign as to who You are! A sign that You are the one speaking with me!’ Here it says the LORD turned to him, not only that He spoke, because one might claim that it was an angel sitting before him while the voice heard is the Lord’s.  At first the Angel’s face was not directed toward him, but when Gideon asked O my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us, then He looked at him. Notice that there is sound and movement together, and these are very important in debating this incident. So in summary, before I continue, God is the one who appeared to Gideon, and not simply an angel. Why? Soon we will return to this word ‘angel’ in the Hebrew language and see its meaning. 

"Do not depart from here, I pray, until I come to You and bring out my offering and set it before You.” And He said, "I will wait until you come back. So Gideon went in and prepared a young goat, and unleavened bread from an ephah of flour. [Gideon cooked a whole goat, brought flour, and made bread; this took time.] The meat he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot [He did not bring the meat and keep back the broth for himself; when one offers something to God he must offer it wholly, he can not hold back something on the way.]; and he brought them out to Him under the terebinth tree and presented them. (Jud 6:18-19).
Notice the wording here: the Angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth tree; the One to whom he said I will set it before You, and the One of whom it was written It is the Lord, is one and the same who was called the Angel of the LORD.

The Angel of God [After it said the Lord, it returns to say the Angel of God] said to him], "Take the meat and the unleavened bread and lay them on this rock, and pour out the broth.” And he did so. [There is a reason why he poured out the broth.] Then the Angel of the LORD put out the end of the staff that was in His hand, and touched the meat and the unleavened bread; and fire rose out of the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened bread. (Jud 6:20-21)

This is in spite of the broth, which was drenching everything; fabricated fire cannot consume. If we tried to burn meat until it turned into ashes, it would take many hours.

And the Angel of the LORD departed out of his sight. Now Gideon perceived that He was the Angel of the LORD [Now he started to understand]. So Gideon said, "Alas, O Lord GOD! For I have seen the Angel of the LORD face to face.” [Keep in mind that he means angel with a specific significance; we will yet explain what Gideon means.] Then the LORD said to him, "Peace be with you; do not fear, you shall not die.” So Gideon built an altar there to the LORD, and called it The-LORD-Is-Peace [Yahweh-Shalom: Yahweh = the name of God, the Being, in Hebrew; Shalom = peace; because He said to him, Peace be with you; do not fear, meaning ‘the peace of Yahweh’]. To this day [in which the book was written, not today] it is still in Ophrah of the Abiezrites” (Jud 6: 21-24).

So, what did we come out with from this story: that God appeared in the form of an angel. It was not just an angel, Gideon did not even know Him as an angel, He appeared to him in the form of an ordinary man. This is why he asked to give him a sign that it is You who talk with me. It says that the Angel of the LORD departed out of his sight. Now Gideon perceived that He was the Angel of the LORD; he had thought that it was an ordinary man.

Researching The Word Angel

This leads us to investigate the word angel. The word angel in Hebrew is $alm (Mel-akh), which, according to the Hebrew dictionaries means: agent, representative, messenger, commissionaire, ambassador, envoy. It does not mean an angel with wings flying in the air. So angel means messenger; even John the Baptist was given the title angel; it said, “Behold I send My messenger [‘angel’ according to the Douay Rheims American Edition, and the Arabic Translation], and he shall prepare the way before Me” (Mal 3:1), “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the LORD’” (Mt 3:3): this is John the Baptist; he was not an angel in the sense of Michael and Gabriel and the other angels that we know.

In the book of Revelation He addresses the bishop saying, “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write” (Rev 2:1), because the bishop is the successor to the apostles; he has a message. Angels were titled angels, and the appearances of the Son in the Old Testament were titled ‘the angel of Yahweh’, the messenger of Yahweh, or the angel of God (Malakh Elohim); sometimes it says ‘the angel of the Lord’ (Yahweh in Hebrew), and sometimes ‘the angel of God’ (Elohim in Hebrew). Elohim in Hebrew is Aloho in Western Syrian, and Alaha in Easter Syrian, from which was derived Alah (God) in the Arabic language. Elohim means God, singular or plural. It occurred often in the Old Testament singularly of God, and singular or plural of idolatrous gods, about thirty-three times. The word Elohim means God or the gods, but the word Yahweh means the Being, the existing, and it is the name God chose for Himself when He spoke with Moses. Now we have to open our understanding, when Gideon said that he knew that it was the Angel of God, it does not mean that the one who appeared to him was an angel meaning one of the servants, but the envoy, representative, commissionaire, ambassador, messenger, or the image of the invisible God (Col 1:15), as St. Paul said of the Lord Christ. So, the word angel, for the Hebrew person has a broader understanding than the word we are accustomed to using.

· Example Number 2

Another example of the appearances of the only-begotten Son in the Old Testament, and here I will read to you a segment in Hebrew (so the Jews can share us in this point) from the book of Judges chapter thirteen. There was a man called Manoah (the father of Samson), and he and his wife had no children, his wife was barren, “And the Angel of the LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, "Indeed now, you are barren and have borne no children, but you shall conceive and bear a son” (Jud 13: 3). After He appeared to her and told her what to do, she ran to her husband and told him:

A Man of God came to me, and His countenance was like the countenance of the Angel of God, very awesome [Here she specified two things: that He is a man, and his appearance is the appearance of the Angel of God; she is confused, not knowing if this is a man or an Angel]; but I did not ask Him where He was from, and He did not tell me His name… Then Manoah prayed to the LORD, and said, "O my Lord, please let the Man of God whom You sent come to us again and teach us what we shall do for the child who will be born.” And God listened to the voice of Manoah, and the Angel of God came” (Jud 13:6, 8-9).

Keep in mind that the ‘Angel of the Lord’ is ‘Malakh Yahweh’ and the ‘Angel of God’ is ‘Malakh Elohim’. Why did the Arabic translator not write Yahweh? The word Lord in Hebrew is supposed to be ‘Adonai’, and in English Lord (Master), but Yahweh is stronger. He did not write Yahweh because the Arabic reader does not understand the meaning of the word Yahweh, so to bring the meaning closer he wrote the Lord, especially since the Jews fear pronouncing the name of Yahweh, the name of Majesty, so they write it Yahweh, and when they come to read they say Adonai, meaning the Master. 

Returning to our story, the Angel came to them again,

“Then Manoah said to the Angel of the LORD, "Please let us detain You, and we will prepare a young goat for You.” And the Angel of the LORD said to Manoah, "Though you detain Me, I will not eat your food. But if you offer a burnt offering, you must offer it to the LORD.” For Manoah did not know He was the Angel of the LORD. Then Manoah said to the Angel of the LORD, "What is Your name, that when Your words come to pass [my wife bears a son] we may honor You?” And the Angel of the LORD said to him, "Why do you ask My name, seeing it is wonderful?” (Jud 13:15-18)

Here we make a link to the book of Isaiah, where the prophet says of the Lord Christ:

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Is 9:6)

If it is angel Michael or Gabriel, he would reveal his name; no one would say Why do you ask My name, seeing it is wonderful, except a personality around whose identity are many question marks, like Proverbs where it says: “What is His name, and what is His Son’s name, If you know?” (Pro 30: 4). The name here always has a question mark (?).
“So Manoah took the young goat with the grain offering, and offered it upon the rock to the LORD. And He did a wondrous thing while Manoah and his wife looked on -- it happened as the flame went up toward heaven from the altar -- the Angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar! When Manoah and his wife saw this, they fell on their faces to the ground. When the Angel of the LORD appeared no more to Manoah and his wife, then Manoah knew that He was the Angel of the LORD. [Again, not in the meaning we are accustomed to using] And Manoah said to his wife, "We shall surely die, because we have seen God!” (Jud 13: 19-22)

He understood that the Angel of the Lord is God.

Here we will run into a big problem: the word Mal’akh means messenger or ambassador; could the Father send the Father, or could the Son send the Father, or could the Father to be sent by any other being? Then, this messenger of Yahweh, of which he says, we have seen God, is clearly God the Word who appeared to Gideon, appeared to Manoah, and appeared to many, as we will see.

The Hebrew segment I promised you starts from the part where it says: “Manoah knew that He was the Angel of the LORD [Malakh Yahweh (or Yeheva in the modern pronunciation)]. And Manoah said to his wife, "We shall surely die, because we have seen God [Elohim]!”” This is from a Hebrew-German interlinear with phonetic pronunciation below the Hebrew text, under which is the meaning in German. This volume starts the book of Joshua and ends at Kings. Chapter thirteen of Judges verses twenty-one and twenty-two:

´äz yäda` mänôªH 
Kî|-mal´ak yhwh hû´  
wayyöº´mer mänôªH ´el-´išTô môt nämût 
Kî ´élöhîm rä´îºnû

hwnm cdy za 
 aWh  hwhy $alm-yK 
tWmn twm wtva-la, xwnm rmayw 

Wnyar ~yhla yK 
We read the Hebrew; perhaps they might reconsider their stand against the Lord Christ.

· Example Number 3

There are many appearances in the Old Testament, but now we will go to the peak of the appearances. Although this appearance seems to differ externally from the other two appearances we already mentioned, there are quotes within this appearance that could not accept more than one interpretation no matter how hard the interpreter tries; this is the significance of this appearance: the appearance of God to Moses the prophet to send him to the people of Israel. Notice that this appearance included a symbolic indication to the Incarnation, but it has some exiting expressions.

Exodus chapter three says: 

Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. (Ex 3:1-2)

There is something strange, it gives no details: was the Angel of the Lord in the same image that appeared to Manoah and Gideon as the Man of God, and he called Him Angel because He is sent? Is He appearing inside the fire or is the fire only in the bush? Honestly, this is a mystery yet to be unsealed, but the scripture suffices us; we will not add anything to it of our own.

So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed. Then Moses said, "I will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush does not burn.” So when the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God [Elohim] called to him from the midst of the bush and said, "Moses, Moses!” (Ex 3:2-4)

After it said the Angel of the Lord, here it says God called to him. Here some might say that one appeared to him, and another One was speaking to him but the wording will prove otherwise, it will prove that the voice is that of the One appearing.

And he said, "Here I am.” Then He said, "Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground.” Moreover He said, "I am the God of your father -- the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God. (Ex 3:4-6)

He specified, lest someone objects that the word God is a common word; for Jews the word God does not specifically indicate the God of Abraham; it came as Elohim, and as we have said, Elohim can apply to the god(s) of any of the nations. Here He did not only say God, He said, I am the God of your father -- the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob specifically, not just any god. Also, if the children of Israel consider themselves a branch from Abraham, the Jacobic branch, then He is saying, I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. Then it is written, “And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God”. So, it is auditory and visual, not only a sound but also an appearance.

And the LORD [(Yahweh) At that time He did not introduce His speech, He spoke directly. The Lord means Yahweh, but God had not yet uttered that word to Moses.] said: "I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows. (Ex 3:7)

At that time Egypt was an idolatrous Pharonic country, so the people who worshipped God at that time were the people of Israel –we do not deny this fact, but we wish they would accept what God revealed to them in the Holy Bible, and if they accept it there will be no problem, because the problems come from their denial and rejection of the Lord Christ.

So I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites. (Ex 3:8)

God promised to give them this land, on the condition that they would worship Him in it, and this promise had restrictions, as His Holiness Pope Shenouda III said during his lecture on Israel from the Christian Viewpoint, which he delivered as a bishop during a press conference during the days of President Gamal Abdel Naser in the journalist corporation, and was published by the Advertisements Administration. (The Iranians requested from us a copy of this lecture in order to translate it into the Persian language). His Holiness said that God’s promise is restricted. What restrictions? Fulfilling God’s commandments. So, after they crucified the Lord Christ, how are they fulfilling the restriction? He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him (Jn 1:11). Therefore, the Old Testament should not be wronged by some thinkers who attack it, claiming that it supports the assault against the Arabs. No, everything was with restrictions, the restrictions are present, and His Holiness explained them thoroughly! Back to Moses,
Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. Come now, therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” [After He told him I am God, and you will worship God on this Mountain, Mount Sinai, the Mount of God, Horeb]…Then Moses said to God, "Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, 'What is His name?’ what shall I say to them?” And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM.” [Aheh Asher Aheh in Hebrew meaning I AM who I AM (like when someone says, ‘this is just that’), The Being necessarily and not the Being brought about by another –the necessary Being.] And He said, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.’” (Ex 3:9-10, 13-14)

In Hebrew, Aheh is the verb ‘to be’, or ‘I am’ in the singular nominative case, and Yahweh is ‘He is’. It is the derivative of the verb ha-ve or ha-ya from which comes Yahweh or Yehevah, meaning The Being. 

Moreover God said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: 'The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations.’” (Ex 3:15)

Jews refuse to pronounce the word Yahweh, they say Adonai, but we say it, we say YahSoe (Jesus), which is Yahweh Savior, the name has to be kept in memorial. So, why do they not mention it? If they say the Lord Jesus Christ, then they will have mentioned the name.

Go and gather the elders of Israel together, and say to them, 'The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to me, saying…” (Ex 3:16)

 This is very important! What did it say in the third verse of this chapter? The Angel of the LORD appeared to him, and in verse sixteen it says The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to me, this is undeniable confirmation that the one who appeared is the Lord, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob. So, how can it say that the angel of the Lord appeared to him? Here angel means the messenger who reveals God, a total revelation, i.e., confirming what the Lord Christ said: “He who has seen Me has seen the Father… [To Philip He said] Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me?” (Jn 14:9-10). I want one of the teachers of Israel, without becoming upset, to tell us how the angel of the Lord is God? 

Why do Jews not confess that the Son of God, the Logos, appeared, through the signs you pointed to in the Old Testament scriptures?

St. Paul tried to explain this point, so he said that the Jews have a veil over their eyes, borrowing from the incident of Moses. In the book of Exodus chapter thirty-four, after Moses saw God and came down from the mountain, it is written:

So when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him… And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face. [A man never puts a veil on his face!] But whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with Him, he would take the veil off until he came out; and he would come out and speak to the children of Israel whatever he had been commanded. And whenever the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone, then Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with Him.” (Ex 34: 30-35)

As long as he was with them, Moses would put the veil, so St. Paul borrowed this image and said that the children of Israel to this day continue to have the veil over their faces, blinding them not to see the glory God revealed in the Holy Scriptures, concerning the Lord Christ, Who is the Image and Glory of God. We are trying now to yank that veil a little… but not by force; anyone who wants to debate has to use an acceptable method, you have to convince the person you are speaking to, not just attack his doctrine.

� From the Anaphora of the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil
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