THE COMMON THREAD

BETWEEN HEGUMEN MATTA-EL-MESKEEN AND MAX MICHEL
BY: METROPOLITAN BISHOY
Here we will present excerpts from the teachings of Hegumen Matta-El-Meskeen and Max Michel, leaving the reader to personally deduce the common points between them. Their teachings are neither upright, nor do they agree with Orthodox doctrine; we will respond to them accordingly.

DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT AND REDEMPTION

Hegumen Matta-El-Meskeen claims, and among others Max Michel claims following him, that God is not angered by sin, nor does He punish sinners for their sins. They neglect the idea of paying divine justice His dues on the cross, and the idea of punishment in the death sentence passed against humans. This way the idea of redemption and the doctrine of atonement are voided, leading to the demolition of the Christian doctrine value. This is a very serious matter, to the extreme!

We present you with few excerpts (just as examples) of their teachings on this matter.

Hegumen Matta-El-Meskeen (The Gospel According to Saint Mark, p. 607):

The Son’s shame reaches the Father without outlet!! Shame is a curse, and if the curse affects the Son, it must also affect the Father… This is the imperative departure that God placed on Christ in order for Him to pass through the curse alone for the sake of the humanity, which He carries. Were it not for this divine abandonment the cross would have been invalid, and the curse would not have been a curse, but a joke!! Here the cross became a cross indeed and its bitterness increases a thousand times over. God the Father’s abandonment is many times harsher on Him than the Passion of the cross; it is the true death Christ tasted, through the abandonment, before tasting it though death on the cross. So, Christ was crucified twice: He was crucified through the Fathers abandonment deliberatly; and crucified by the wicked publicly. Or, it is a double sided cross: one side heavenly in the darkest darkness present with no light due to the absence of the Father’s face; and one side earthly where the earth turned into darkness for Him, echoing the darkness of heaven; so the sun hid its light because the light of the Father’s face was hidden from the Son -creation’s Lord and Light… 
The Response:
Our teacher St. Paul the apostle rejects this understanding: 

For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame. (Heb 6:4-6)

He means baptism cannot be repeated for those who fall after their baptism, lest they consider it a second crucifixion of the Lord Christ, shaming Him after His glorious resurrection and ascension to heaven.

Regarding the Father’s abandonment to the Son, it is impossible! Hegumen Matta-El-Meskeen confused between the Passion which the Lord Christ endured in His humanity, and what concerns His divinity -united to the humanity- which can never suffer pain and cannot be shamed. By nature the divinity is impassible, but when the person of the only-begotten Son of the Father took mortal flesh and made it one with His divinity, He accepted pain and death in this body, as St. Athanasius the Apostolic wrote in On the Incarnation of the Word (Ch. 9, sec. 1):

For the Word, perceiving that no otherwise could the corruption of men be undone save by death as a necessary condition, while it was impossible for the Word to suffer death, being immortal, and Son of the Father; to this end He takes to Himself a body capable of death, that it, by partaking of the Word Who is above all, might be worthy to die in the stead of all…
Has Hegumen Matta-El-Meskeen read St. Athanasius’ book On the Incarnation of the Word!? He states that the shame of the cross could have reached the Father if He had not abandoned the Son? Is there abandonment between the Father’s divinity and the Son’s divinity? Shame was never attributed to the Son’s divine nature, but in His divine Person He endured it in His humanity for our salvation!
Has Hegumen Matta-El-Meskeen not read what was written in Psalm 22 of the Lord Christ’s crucifixion?

They pierced My hands and My feet… You who fear the LORD, praise Him… For He has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; Nor has He hidden His face from Him; but when He cried to Him, He heard (Ps 22:16,23-24).

Therefore the Father did not hide His face from the Son nor leave Him, but left Him to suffer without abandoning Him, meaning that, “It pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief” (Is 53:10).

The Notion of  the Propitiation of God
Hegumen Matta-El-Meskeen (St. Paul the Apostle, p. 295):

The idea of the propitiation of God: it is based on God’s justice colliding with sin. God is Holy, and sin is a direct insult to His holiness. Here God’s justice comes down on the sinner who insulted God’s holiness and honor; it will not leave him without punishment. Thus the sinner stands condemned before God’s justice, until the insult is removed and atoned for. Since none created could repay for the insult of intentionally sinning against God who is unlimited, the mediator had to have this illimitability. Therefore, first the Son of God had to incarnate to propitiate God’s justice, in order for God’s love and mercy to be poured out on the human. Here God’s justice faces love and mercy- since the incarnate Son has to first propitiate justice in order for love and mercy to return to the humans.

This dialectical reasoning, the further it moves into a meditative philosophical theme, the further away it moves from the simplicity that is in Christ and the reality of redemption with its bloody wounded image…

Now, God in this image (as He seeks someone to propitiate His justice and honor) does not agree with: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (Jn 3:16), since, here God the Father is the one looking to propitiate the wronged shamed mocked rejected human, seeking to reinstate him to his first honor…

In looking at Redemption as propitiating God, we find that the act of redemption ends with the Son propitiating the Father; there the debate and the tragic drama ends with restoring God’s honor.
If some of the forefathers used this theory, redemption based on propitiating God, it was not entirely based on their direct personal belief in understanding and interpreting redemption, but was due to the defense they undertook, to answer the heathen question: “Why did God become Man?”

Here those fathers introduced redemption as the necessary event which made the incarnation of the Son of God vital, and then built up this contemplative philosophical viewpoint, which ends with one fact: it was necessity for God to incarnate.
Max Michel (Attaining the Righteousness of Christ, sermon on 4/28/2001)

Many Christians gained a great misunderstanding, which they learned and taught, when they understood that Christ’s sacrifice was offered to propitiate the Father, or that Christ’s sacrifice was offered to turn away His anger – it did indeed turn away His anger – but not in the way we learned before, we heard much how God could not remit man, that is to forgive him without another person being punished instead of him.

Therefore, there was a viewpoint, and for me to prove my viewpoint I have to fish for catch phrases like ‘without shedding of blood there is no remission’, without finishing the storyline, he doesn’t want the rest, he only cares to fish for the phrase that supports his idea: That the heavenly Father is a person who will not forgive until He sees the bloodshed, He cannot forgive without blood shedding, any blood, the blood of bulls, the blood of rams, the blood of pigeons, the blood of humans, and finally the blood of His Son…”
The Response:
The psalm says: “Mercy and truth have met together; Righteousness and peace have kissed. Truth shall spring out of the earth, and righteousness shall look down from heaven” (Ps 85:10-11). So, as the cross is a sign declaring God’s love, according to the Lord Christ’s words: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (Jn 3:16), the cross is also a sign declaring the holiness of God the Word and His absolute justice, as it is written: “without shedding of blood there is no remission” (Heb 9:22).

Divine remission is paid-in-full remission, because God does not equate sin and righteousness. For God to declare His utter righteousness and His absolute holiness, He must declare His wrath over sin, as our teacher St. Paul says: “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness” (Rom 1:18). He also says: “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God… For our God is a consuming fire” (Heb 10:31; 12:29). The Lord Christ’s redemptive work was described in the book of the Revelation: “He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God” (Rev 19:15).

God is angered by sin; this is very clear in the Old and New Testament books. No one can deny God’s wrath over sin, yet God’s absolute holiness has to be declared in rejecting sin and evil in man’s life, i.e., rejecting man’s sin. God’s justice in accounting for sin means that God’s absolute holiness is declared as sin receives just penalty, even if the price is paid by One who carries man’s sin instead of him, giving the sinner an opportunity for repentance and life, after he realizes the horror of sin and hates it, accepting God’s healing forgiving love which the Holy Spirit gives through the sacraments.

The lost person who fell into the devil’s trap, and fell under divine wrath, needed one to save him, as the Lord said: “I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death” (Hos 13:14); the matter needed one who would crush the power of death and overpower its authority; it needed one who could free the captives, release them from imprisonment to Satan, and rescue them from divine wrath.

This is clear from the Lord Christ’s words to St. Paul the apostle when He appeared to him on his way to Damascus, saying:

But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both of the things which you have seen and of the things which I will yet reveal to you. 'I will deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom I now send you, 'to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me (Act 26:16-18).
The Lord Jesus Christ endured the wrath. The agony He endured was a result of the announced wrath against sin. Forgiveness in Christianity is not a costless forgiveness but one that is paid for. The One Who paid the price is the Lord Jesus Christ Who was pushed by His love in order to embarrass sinners through this wondrous love... 

Man feels ashamed of his sins that had been the cause of suffering to the Savior, His endurance of reproaches, and His death, as He said through the Prophet: "Because zeal for Your house has eaten me up, And the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me." (Ps. 69:9).

When any person looks at the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ He is stuck astonished by His love, and disgraced from his own sin that caused His crucifixion. He observes real love in its significant evidence on the cross. He also regards God's justice taking way, hearing the words of the apostle warning him and all the rest of the believers: “For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1Cor. 6:20). Also “and you are not your own?” but Christ's (1Cor. 6: 19). Isn't this apostolic song said so that those “who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again” (2 Cor. 5: 15)

In order to save us from the results of sin, God “sent His Son to be the propitiation (atonement) for our sins” (1 John 4:10). He condemned sin as Saint Paul the Apostle said: “God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh” (Rom. 8: 3). “Condemned sin in the flesh” means that sin was judged upon the cross. God “did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all” (Rom. 8: 32). He didn't pity His Son when He carried our sins in His flesh but announced His wrath against sin so that sin would receive a fair judgment. Here God as holy and as a rejecter of sin is justified.

God wants to announce His vengeance and wrath against the sin of man. The one accepting that our Lord Jesus Christ carries his sins and is moved by the love of Christ, would watch sin by his own eyes nailed upon the cross. He would thus know that his sins were forgiven. He would see by his own eyes that sin was judged fairly. Thus Saint Paul says: “Having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross” (Col. 2: 14). 
Father Tadros Yaakoub explains this verse saying: What does the tearing of the handwriting of requirements that was against us that was contrary to us mean but the full payment of the debt upon the cross.

Saint John Chrysostom noted the importance of lifting the Divine wrath in order to fulfill the reconciliation. He said: 

To know that we received the Holy Spirit as the gift of reconciliation of God with us… God would not send the grace of the Holy Spirit if He was angry of us. If we were convinced that the absence of the Holy Spirit is a proof of God’s anger, we are sure that the sending Him once more is a proof of reconciliation. If it was not for the reconciliation God wouldn’t have sent the Holy Spirit. (On the Pentecost –Homily 1).
If we abandon this awesome sequence, it will lead us to belittle sin, and the destruction of the flock… here we remember the words of our teacher St. Paul:

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God… Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? (Heb 10:31, 28-29). 

For we know Him who said, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. And again, "The LORD will judge His people.” It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” (Heb 10:30-31), and again, “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. For our God is a consuming fire (Heb 12:28-29).

Today, when we say, ‘Forgive us Lord’ (when we sin) the Lord answers: ‘Yes, I forgive you, but you have to understand that the price for your sin is paid-in-full, a very dear and valuable price…

If we ignore divine justice… then what is the point of the cross anyway? … What is its necessity? Is the cross simply a play just so the Lord Christ reveals His love? Also, what is the meaning of the word redemption? When He speaks of giving “His life a ransom for many” (Mat 20:28), or “Who gave Himself a ransom for all” (1 Tim 2:6). Has the term redemption become meaningless?

They deny the Redeemer offering Himself instead of the sinner, placing Himself in the place of the sinner, while the Holy Scripture is clear as Isaiah the prophet says: “The LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (Is 53:6); John the Baptist said: “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (Jn 1:29); Isaiah says again: “You make His soul an offering for sin” (Is 53:10); in his first epistle, our teacher St. Peter says: “Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things… but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Pt 1:18-19); our teacher St. Paul says: “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us” (Gal 3:13); again: “For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Cor 6:20); and yet again: “Having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross” (Col 2:14).

What does tearing apart the handwritten debt against us mean, but fully paying the debt by the cross! So, why do we count the debt as a reproach to the beloved Savior?

St. Paul boldly says: “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin, for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor 5:21).

Mar Ephrem the Syrian said: 
Praises to the Rich Who paid for us all, that which He borrow not His bill, and also became our debtor. (Hymns On the Nativity - Hymn 2)
Saint Ambrose said: 
He hung, and for this cause He, Who bore our curses, became a curse. (Exposition On the Christian Faith, Book 2- Chapter 11, point 94).
St. Athanasius says:

For being over all, the Word of God naturally by offering His own temple and corporeal instrument for the life of all satisfied the debt by His death. (On the Incarnation of the Word, Ch. 9, Sec. 2)
In On The Incarnation Of The Word St. Athanasius the Apostolic wrote:

And thus taking from our bodies one of like nature, because all were under penalty of the corruption of death He gave ‘it over to death in the stead of all, and offered it to the Father — doing this, moreover, of His loving-kindness, to the end that, firstly, all being held to have died in Him, the law involving the ruin of men might be undone (inasmuch as its power was fully spent in the Lord’s body, and had no longer holding-ground against men, his peers), and that, secondly, whereas men had turned toward corruption, He might turn them again toward incorruption, and quicken them from death by the appropriation of His body and by the grace of the Resurrection, banishing death from them like straw from floe fire. (On The Incarnation Of The Word, Ch. 8, Sec. 4)
Redemption as Love and not Punishment

Hegumen Matta-El-Meskeen (Redemption and Atonement, p. 21):
He was crucified ‘for us’ and not ‘instead of us’, because the word instead of us is very dangerous here, because it makes His acceptance of death and the curse as befitting Him personally; this completely cancels out the ransom. But He accepted the curse for us and only out of love, out of love and obedience to His Father; so, this became a ransom of love in all its meanings and scales.

It is impossible for God the Father to gather in His heart the vengeance of punishment, in order to pour it out on His Son, to die here instead of us, with the grace of love with which He sent His Son, sacrificing Him, as the strongest expression of His love for us, so that we may not perish. Likewise the violent Passion which the incarnate Son endured, along with the tortures of the cross, and the insults till death, were not to fulfill a punishment required by the Father of Him instead of us, but to fulfill an obliged love which the Son completed in our human body, to become an inheritance for us. The Passion was not the price of punishment, but the price of love; and the cross was not the price of punishment, but the price of love; and death was not the price of punishment, but the price of love: “Who loved me and gave Himself for me”.
(St. Paul the Apostle, p. 291):

This is the main mystery in the incarnation of the Son of God: it is a first rate act of love, far from the feeling and understanding of punishment. Neither did God the Father punish the Son, but sacrificed Him out of love; nor did the Son punish Himself, but loved us and sacrificed Himself for us; in truth, neither did any punish befall us, but we won blamelessness, love, and sonship. Despite this, God’s justice was fulfilled and the judgment of law occurred, and the sinner died. Christ died in the flesh, which is our flesh, and our sin is upon it; so in us –and not in Christ- God’s justice was fulfilled.

Max Michel (Attaining the Righteousness of Christ, sermon on 4/28/2001)

The sacrifice of Christ is simply that He died for our sins -because He bore our sins; there is no issue of vengeance or anything. This is a case of love and not vengeance; He united with us, carried our sins, and so died. This is the sacrifice… He died from sin; He did not die because His blood flowed. He died because He carried the sin.
The Response:
If God forgave without the full punishment of sin He would be like someone whom good and evil are equivalents to. If forgiveness is the sign of His mercy where is His perfect holiness as a rejecter of evil, if sin is not punished justly?

We understand that God says I forgive you. However, I forgive those who perceive the value of forgiveness, that its price was very expensive; I forgive those who accept the grace of being healed from sin through the act of renewal and purification performed by the Holy Spirit.

What is the use, if a patient asks the physician to forgive him for his illness?!! It is preferable for a patient to ask for the cure. Consequently, it is not enough to ask for God’s forgiveness, without having reason for forgiveness. We should ask for forgiveness on the account of the blood of Christ. Ask for the cure and take the medicine that the Heavenly physician offers i.e. the renewal of the nature through baptism and the Holy Sacraments. Regarding the healing of the malady of lust for sin,  that the Lord Jesus Christ paid for, the Bible says: “by whose stripes you were healed” (1 Pet. 2: 24).

It is also written: “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all” ( Is. 53: 5-6). 

One feels that his salvation is paid for, and that the Lord Jesus Christ purchased him by His Own blood. He doesn't own himself anymore. He was buried with Christ, and crucified with Him at Baptism. When sin approaches  saying take your share in the enjoyment, he would answer; where is my share?! Does a dead person have a share in anything?!! Thus Saint Paul the Apostle says: “Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:11). Man beholds that his sin was paid for in order to get the forgiveness.

Satan would come to him saying: why don't you sin once more? He would answer: How could that ever be?! The price of this sin is expensive... The forgiveness is fully paid for “For the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6: 23).

The death that I deserve, Christ my Savior has fully paid. One feels ashamed of himself whenever he looks towards the cross. He feels ashamed, he disguises himself, hates himself, hates the self that is demanding sin and its lust... he would rebuke himself saying that in exchange for this cheap and temporal lust, Christ Who loved me, was flogged by a stripe, nailed by nails... So each forbidden lust that man accepts the Lord Jesus Christ paid for in the burning stripes that He endured in His blessed body in marvelous patience in spite of  His righteousness.
CONSCIENCE OF SIN

Hegumen Matta-El-Meskeen (Man and Sin, p. 13):
Most regretfully and sadly Satan was successful in contaminating the conscience of believers once again. Many of the teachers continue to believe and teach that the sins of the believer can still judge and kill him; and, because of his sins, he could not be accepted by God or see the light of everlasting life; he is falling under eternal condemnation; that his defeat before bodily sins, even those working in him according to the law of sin, are able to prevent him from the kingdom of God.

We say that, this way Satan has been successful in returning to sin its fatal power once again, returning the judgment of death on humans, as if Christ was not crucified, did not shed His blood, did not die, did not rise from death, did not teach, and did not give us His eternal life.

Thus Satan prevailed, according to the teachings not accounted to redemption, to establish in us the conscience of sin once more, as if we are enslaved to it, making us stand before God as condemned while we are innocent, as condemned to death while we are justified in Christ and living in Him.
Max Michel (People’s Need for God’s Glory, sermon on 11/16/2003):

God’s purpose toward man… God’s purpose in incarnation is his intention that this one who incarnated is the magnificence of His glory… When given His glory. Forget the programming that you are a sinner, fallen, and no good, and God, in His very great mercies… indeed, indeed, ordered sovereign forgiveness in pardoning your sins.
The Response:
There are innumerable examples of the importance of repentance and rebuking the self in the Holy Bible and the writings of the saintly fathers. The Lord Christ gave the example of the prodigal son to reaffirm the importance of repentance, confessing the sin, and returning to the bosom of the heavenly Father who accepts the penitent. Because of the importance of this example in people’s lives, the Holy Church placed the passage of the prodigal son to be read on the fourth Sunday of the Great Fast, to incite people to repent. As it also placed the renowned expression of the prodigal son, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight and am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants” (Cf Lk 15), to be repeated everyday in the litanies of the Vespers Prayer of the Agpeya. Likewise, as He praised the tax collector who said, “God, be merciful to me a sinner” (Lk 18:13) and condemned the Pharisee, the Holy Church places this prayer in many of her rites and in the Agpeya prayers (The Vespers Prayers). As the Bible mentioned the story of the sinful woman who wetted the Lord’s feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair in the house of the Pharisee, He told her, “Your sins are forgiven… Your faith has saved, go in peace” (Cf Lk 7); this passage of the Bible is read daily in the second service of the Midnight Prayer.

Regarding the role of the Holy Spirit, the Lord Christ said, “He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment” (Jn 16:8). In St. Peter’s first sermon in the book of Acts:

They were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?” Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” (Act 2:37-38).

The saintly fathers lived their entire lives in the wilderness in a life of repentance –fasting, prayers, tears, and prostrations -to the point that St. Sisoes, at the moment of his death, heard a voice saying, “Bring to me the repentant of the wilderness”, and immediately his spirit was released. History is full of innumerable examples of repentant men and women, for example, St. Moses the Black, St. Mary of Egypt, etc.

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION

Hegumen Matta-El-Meskeen (Redemption and Atonement, p. 19):
Of the great church rites which was neglected and forgotten is the rite of community confession without an intermediary on the blood of Christ over the altar. A vital component of the raising of incense is for the priest to make his rounds about the people, presenting the censor to each believer standing in the church (it was necessary for him to wait and stand a moment before each person) to say his confession on the censor inaudibly; thereafter the priest moves toward the door of the altar and stands offering up the incense, praying with his eyes uplifted toward God saying: “…accept to Yourself the confessions of Your people… etc.”, and approaches and censes before the altar and above it –above the chalice-  to transfer to the blood of Christ the sins of His people, to forgive them.

Although some priests might continue following the form of the ritual, yet it has actually stopped since the thirteenth century, being replaced by confession to the priest.
Max Michel (El Gawhar Magazine, First issue p. 8):
In the early centuries the church decided to consider the confession of sins a vital part of partaking of the Eucharist (so that your sacrifice is pure); this was mentioned in the Didache (the teachings of the twelve apostles) –and on the Lord’s Day, after we commune for the breaking of bread for communion, it is necessary first to confess all the transgressions and iniquities, so that the sacrifice is accepted and is bloodless.

Yet, did the early Orthodox Church fathers teach in any of their writings that the believer, struggling to repent, is prevented from forgiveness until he comes to the priest and receives from him the absolution?

And, is his daily prayer (‘Our Father’), ‘forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us’, at a halt and unanswered, not enjoying forgiveness, until after confessing to the priest.

Are these the teachings of the church fathers, or are they the teachings of the theologians of the middle centuries!

If it is the teachings of the church fathers, then where are they, and what are the full sources of the fathers’ sayings which explain this, and what are its references?

And, if they are implants of the middle centuries, will we return to the teachings of the first church fathers…

The Response:
As our Lord Christ established the Eucharistic Sacrament, which is the sacrament of Holy Communion, He is also the one who established the sacrament of confession; He is also the one who established the sacrament of baptism, and established all the church sacraments.
In the beginning of the Gospel according to our teacher St. Mark, he says of John the Baptist:

“John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins” (Mar 1:4-5).

The baptism of repentance for the remission of sins is not separated from confession, but is joined to it from the beginning, as abovementioned excerpt highlights. They were baptized confessing their sins, i.e., they underwent repentance and confession with baptism on the hands of John the son of Zacharias, the priest, son of a priest.

It was also mentioned that: “In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”… and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins” (Mat 3:1-6).

Moreover, in the ministry of our fathers the apostles, after redemption was fulfilled, as they were calling people to repent, confess, and accept reconciliation with God in Christ, “Many who had believed came confessing and telling their deeds” (Act 19:18).

In the epistle of St. James the apostle he said:

“Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven” (Jam 5:14-15).

Now, lest some assume that by anointing a sick person with oil and praying for his sake his sins will be forgiven, he continued promptly, “Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much” (Jam 5:16). So, when he said if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven he quickly added confess, i.e., this sick person’s sins are not forgiven him except if he confesses; furthermore, lest someone is content with inaudible confession he said, Confess your trespasses to one another, and, Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders  [priests] of the church…

Confession is not practiced on just any person; there is a steward. Our teacher St. Paul says, “Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 Cor 4:1-2), and again, “[He] has given us the ministry of reconciliation… and has committed to us the word of reconciliation” (2 Cor 5:18-19), continuing, “Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God” (2 Cor 5:20)… The Lord Christ told Peter, “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven” (Mat 16:19); He likewise told all the apostles. So, how can he bind or loose if he does not know the sin?

Even in the Old Testament the person came with a sacrifice, placing his hand on its head, confessing his sins before the priest; the priest takes the sacrifice and kills it, sprinkles its blood and atones for the sin; thus an innocent dies instead of a sinner… this is what we find in the book of Leviticus for example:

Then he shall lay his hand on the head of the sin offering, and kill it as a sin offering… So the priest shall make atonement for his sin that he has committed, and it shall be forgiven him… And it shall be, when he is guilty in any of these matters, that he shall confess that he has sinned in that thing; and he shall bring his trespass offering to the LORD for his sin which he has committed… as a sin offering. So the priest shall make atonement for him concerning his sin” (Lev 4:33,35; 5:5-6).

Also:

Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, "Speak to the children of Israel: 'When a man or woman commits any sin that men commit in unfaithfulness against the LORD, and that person is guilty, then he shall confess the sin which he has committed. He shall make restitution for his trespass in full, plus one-fifth of it, and give it to the one he has wronged. (Num 5:5-7).
Therefore it is imperative to confess the sin before the priest.
Counsel can be found in the book of Proverbs: “He who covers his sins will not prosper, but whoever confesses and forsakes them will have mercy” (Pro 28:13), and confession is verbal, i.e., participating in confession; therefore it is not enough to forsake the sin, but he has to confess it. The book of Sirach says: “Be not ashamed to confess thy sins” (Sir 4:31).

BLOOD OF CHRIST

Hegumen Matta-El-Meskeen (Gospel According to St. Mark, p. 209):
Are you willing to challenge me and give me any sin over which Christ’s blood has no power… Do you not know that thousands of thousands and ten thousands of ten thousands stand now around the throne; all of them were sinners and transgressors, but they have worn the crowns of salvation, and they do not cease from praising and thanksgiving! Why do you slack? Come forward and take hold of the blood and snatch for yourself a part in the kingdom. 

Max Michel (Sermon: Sprinkling Christ’s Blood on those who Hurt You):

Once you see a sin, come out against it with the blood of Jesus… the blood of Jesus frees me from my sin… and your brother’s sin, bring out the blood of Jesus. Sprinkle him with the blood of Jesus… forgive him, send after him the forgiveness of the blood of Jesus and the authority of Jesus’ spirit… the first thing is to plunge into the blood of Jesus.
The Response:
The authority to forgive sins was given by the Lord Christ to His disciples by breathing on them the Holy Spirit after resurrection, i.e., in the sacrament of priesthood (Cf Jn 20:22-23). The issue of sprinkling the blood of Jesus is not in the authority of every person, but is through the church mysteries, such as baptism, confession, and partaking of the Lord’s body and blood.
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