LETTER 70  

Cyril, to the clerics and to Lampon, the priest.

(1)
When I was staying in [the city] of Aelia
 a certain one of the noble men serving as a soldier in the palace brought to me a large letter of many lines, sealed, saying that he received it from the orthodox in Antioch. The signatures on it were of many clerics, monks and lay persons. They accused the bishops of the East that, although they kept silent about the name of Nestorius, of course, and were pretending to abhor him, they were leaping over to the books of Theodore concerning the Incarnation, in which are lying ready far more dangerous blasphemies than those of Nestorius. He was the father of the evil teaching of Nestorius, and because he voiced the teachings of Nestorius, the impious man is in the company in which he now is. I wrote to the most pious Bishop of Antioch that no one should preach in church the impious teachings of Theodore.

(2)
When the most pious deacon and archimandrite, Maximus, arrived in Alexandria, he cried out much against them saying that the orthodox have no place there, nor freedom to speak the dogmas of the true faith. He said that they pretend to confess the creed formulated at Nicaea by the Fathers, but they misinterpret it. He urged me to interpret clearly the entire exposition of the Fathers at Nicaea, in order that they might not carry off some people by explaining things one way instead of another. I have done this. Accordingly, he is bringing the rolls, so that he may present them to the most pious empresses
 and to the most Christ-loving and most pious emperor,
 for I had the book written on parchment. With the help of his consideration, as you
 may see fit to obtain, may you introduce it at the proper moment.

(3)
It is necessary for us to fight everywhere for the true faith and to try as much as is possible to remove from our midst the impiety against Christ which has arisen.

� The Fathers of the Church – St. Cyril of Alexandria, Letters, Vol. 76, translated by J. McEnerney, the Catholic University of America Press, Washington, D.C. 1987, pp. 68-69.


� For the critical text of this letter see Schwartz, Codex vaticanus gr. 1431, pp. 16-17. Geerard numbers this letter 5370 in CPG.


� Aelia Capitolina, the Roman name for Jerusalem. The letter has two parts. The first deals with a letter Cyril received at Jerusalem accusing the bishops of the East of favoring Theodore of Mopsuestia. Cyril comments that he wrote to John of Antioch about this. The second part deals with the arrival of Maximus at Alexandria, evidently from Constantinople. Hence at the end Cyril says, “we must fight everywhere” against error.


� The emperor’s wife, Eudoxia, and his sister, Pulcheria.


� Theodosius II, emperor from 408 to 450. 


� Lampon, the priest, was associated with Constantinople. See Letter 3.





