
Appendix VIII 

The Decisions of the Holy Synod 

of the Coptic Orthodox Church 

Regarding the Assyrian Church

Published in the Synodal Decisions 
 

Holy Synod Session – 1 June 1996 

After studying the occurrences in the Syriac Dialogue, which took place at Vienna in June 1994 and February 1996, it became apparent that the Assyrians are Nestorian. The Assyrian Church venerates Nestorius as a saint along with Diodore of Tarsus and Theodore of Mopsuestia, and condemns Saint Cyril, despite the dialogue with the Coptic Orthodox Church in which they pretended to agree upon the sound faith. There are agreements between the Assyrians and the Catholic Church. We are firm in our stance in rejecting their admittance to the Middle East  Council of Churches as members, until they confess both the doctrines and decisions of the Third Ecumenical Council of Ephesus.

Holy Synod Session – 14 June 1997
His Eminence Metropolitan Bishoy presented a report on the Assyrians. His Holiness Pope Shenouda III confronted their appeal for joining the Middle East Council of Churches since they are one hundred percent Nestorians, venerating Nestorius as a saint and cursing Saint Cyril the Great. 

Holy Synod Session  - 29 May 1999
His Holiness Pope Shenouda III asked His Eminence Metropolitan Bishoy, the secretary of the Holy Synod, to present a report on the situation of the Assyrian Church of the East . His Eminence explained the incidents that occurred during theological dialogues, by elucidating the firm persistence on rejecting the Third Ecumenical Council of Ephesus, veneration of Nestorius, Diodore of Tarsus and Theodore of Mopsuestia, and the acceptance of their heretical teachings by the Assyrian Church of the East  (the session’s file includes a written report).

His Eminence explained the claim of the Assyrian Church of the East regarding Nestorius and the Council of Ephesus: “The Antiochene partisans at Nisibis vigorously promoted their Christological position, using the terminology familiar to them, that is, with the very terminology anathematized by the Ephesene synod and by the partisans of Cyril. Among them Nestorius was venerated as a staunch defender of Antiochene orthodoxy and a martyr to the pride and arrogance of Cyril of Alexandria.”
  Also, “Although the Assyrians state that Nestorius is not their founder and therefore refuse to be called Nestorians, the general trend is that Nestorius, though Greek, is very much their father.”
 

The Assyrian Church of the East continues to defend Nestorius and his corrupt teaching which opposes the incarnation of God the Word. It refuses to call the Virgin ‘Mother of God’, it believe in two hypostaseis in Christ after the incarnation according to the Nestorian teaching, and it feigns agreement with Rome regarding the nature of Christ our Lord. It also instructs using Nestorian teachings, defends Nestorius, mentions him in its liturgical prayers and conducts celebrations in his honor.

His Holiness Pope Shenouda III confirmed our Church’s rejection of the admission of the Assyrian Church of the East  into the Middle East Council of Churches, considering it a Nestorian Church. His Holiness stated that the Catholics in the Middle East Council of Churches strongly pushed for the admittance of the Assyrian Church into the Council. However, we quite powerfully confronted them to such a degree that they felt that we would withdraw from the Council if the Assyrians were admitted. The Syrians and Armenians supported our decision. 
� Holy Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Church -Secretarial Commission- Synodal Decisions During the Papacy of H.H. Pope Shenouda III, November 2001 – Arabic version, pp. 74-76.


� From a paper titled “Is the Theology of the Church of the East Nestorian?” presented by the Assyrian Metropolitan Bawai Soro during the Syriac Dialogue in Vienna June 1994, published in Pro Oriente, Syriac Dialogue, pp. 120-121. 


� From a paper titled “Summary of the Christological debate in the 5 Vienna Consultations between theologians of the Oriental Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches in the light of its applicability to the dialogue with the Assyrian Church” presented by the Assyrian Metropolitan Aprem Mooken during the Syriac Dialogue in Vienna February 1996.
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