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ANGLICAN-ORIENTAL ORTHODOX
HOLY ETCHMIADZIN, ARM

'ERNATIONAL COMMISSION
NIA, NOVEMBER 5-10, 2002

CHRISTOLOGY

INTRODUCTION

In 1990 the second Forum of representatives of the Oriental Orthodox Churches and the
Churches of Anglican Communion, meeting at the Monastery of St. Bishoy in Wadi el
Natroun, Egypt, was able to produce the following statement: God, as revealed in the life,
teaching, passion, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ calls his people into
union with himself. Living by the Holy Spirit, his own people have been given authority to

proclaim this Good News to all creation.

The Forum was also able to suggest that an agreement on Christology between the
Oriental Orthodox and the Anglican Communion was now possible, taking note of the
detailed theological work done by representatives of the two families of Orthodoxy
between 1964 and 1971, resulting in the agreed statement of 1989; the work done in the
unofficial Pro Oriente conversations and on the history of convergence in Christology
between the Churches of the Anglican Communion and the Oriental Orthodox Churches.
To this must now be added the agreed statement on Christology of the Reformed-Oriental

Orthodox Dialogue (Driebergen, Netherlands, September 13, 1994).

Our first meeting as the Anglican-Oriental Orthodox International Commission, in Holy
Etchmiadzin, Armenia, November 5-10, 2002, following the meeting of the Preparatory
Committee in Midhurst, England, July 27-30, 2001, has taken forward this work. This has
been done in a spirit of service of the Risen Christ and of the human race whom He came
to save. Our work recognizes the presence of Christ with those who suffer in the tragic
history of humanity. It expresses both the hope of a new humanity and the hope of glory

wherein we will partake in Christ’s holiness. With the will for unity-in-Christ within us it
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[image: image2.jpg]has been our privilege in this work of exploration and collaboration to handle the person
of Christ Jesus (1 John 1.1) together.

After hearing the papers presented in our meeting and studyimg relevant documents we

have been able to agree on the following statement:

AGREED STATEMENT ON CHRISTOLOGY

1. We confess that our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ is the Only-Begotten
Son of God who became incarnate and was made human in the fullness of time, for us
and for our salvation. God the Son incarnate, perfect in His divinity and perfect in His
humanity, consubstantial with the Father according to His divinity and consubstantial
with us according to His humanity. For a union has been made of two natures. For this
cause we confess one Christ, one Son and one Lord. [Based on the Formula of Re-union,
AD 433].

2 Following the teaching of our common father Saint Cyril of Alexandria we can
confess together that in the one incarnate nature of the Word of God, two different
natures continue to exist without separation, without division, without change, and

without confusion.

3: In accordance with this sense of the unconfused union, we confess the holy
Virgin to be Theotokos, because God the Word became incarnate and was made man, and
from the very conception united to himself that perfect humanity, without sin, which he
took from her. As to the expressions concerning the Lord in the Gospel and in the
Epistles, we are aware that theologians understand some in a general way as relating to
one person, and others they distinguish, as relating to two natures, explaining those that
befit the divine nature according to the divinity of Christ, and those of a humble sort

according to his humanity. [Based on the Formula of Re-union, AD 433].

4. Concerning the four adverbs used to qualify the mystery of the hypostatic union:
“without commingling” (or confusion) (asyngchtos). “without change” (atreptos),
“without separation” (achoristos), and “without division™ (adiairetos), those among us

who speak of two natures in Christ are justified in doing so since they do not thereby
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[image: image3.jpg]deny their inseparable indivisible union: similarly, those among us who speak of one
incarnate nature of the Word of God are justified in doing so since they do not thereby
deny the continuing dynamic presence in Christ of the divine and the human, without
change, without confusion. We recognize the limit of all theological language and the
philosophical terminology of which it makes and has made use. We are unable to net and
confine the mystery of God’s utter self-giving in the incarnation of the divine Word in an
ineffable, inexpressible and mysterious union of divinity and humanity, which we

worship and adore.

5 Both sides agree in rejecting the teaching which separates or divides the human
nature, both soul and body in Christ, from his divine nature, or reduces the union of the
natures to the level of conjoining and limiting the union to the union of persons and
thereby denying that the person of Jesus Christ is a single person of God the Word.
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8 NRSV). Both
sides also agree in rejecting the teaching which confuses the human nature in Christ with
the divine nature so that the former is absorbed in the latter and thus ceases to exist.

Consequently, we reject both the Nestorian and the Eutychian heresies.

6. In the Anglican tradition in the 16" century Richard Hooker witnesses to the

continuing relevance of these concerns. In the fifth book of the Laws of Ecclesiastical

Polity, section 5e, he emphases the necessary mystery of the person in Christ. “It is not

man’s ability either to express perfectly or to conceive the manner how (the incarnation)

was brought to pass.” “In Christ the verity of God and the complete substance of man

were with full agreement established throughout the world, until the time of Nestoriu
The church, Hooker contends, rightly repudiated any division in the person of Christ.
“Christ is a Person both divine and human, howbeit not therefore two persons in one,
neither both these in one sense, but a person divine because he is personally the Son of
God, human, because he hath really the nature of the children of men.” (Laws 52.3)
“Whereupon it followeth against Nestorius, that no person was born of the Virgin but the
Son of God, no person but the Son of God baptized, the Son of God condemned, the Son

of God and no other person crucified; which one only point of Christian belief, the
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[image: image4.jpg]infinite worth of the Son of God, is the very ground of all things believed concerning life
and salvation by that which Christ either did or suffered as man in our belief.” (Laws,
52.3). In the following consideration of the teaching of St Cyril, Hooker maintains, both
the importance of St Cyril’s insistence on the unity of the person of Christ while
repudiating any Eutychian interpretation of that unity. Hooker quotes with approval
Cyril’s letter to Nestorius: “His two natures have knit themselves the one to the other,
and are in that nearness as uncapable of confusion as of distraction. Their coherence hath
not taken away the difference between them. Flesh is not become God but doth still

continue flesh, although it be now the flesh of God.” (q. Laws 582

il We agree that God the Word became incarnate by uniting to His divine uncreated
nature with its natural will and energy, created human nature with its natural will and
energy. The union of natures is natural, hypostatic, real and perfect. The natures are
distinguished in our mind in thought alone. He who wills and acts is always the one
hypostasis of the Logos incarnate with one personal will. In the Armenian tradition in the
128 century st. Nerses the Graceful (Shenorhali) writes: “We do not think that the divine
will opposes the human will and vice versa. We do not think cither that the will of the
one nature was different at different times, sometimes the will was divine, when He
wanted to show His divine power, and sometimes it was human, when He wanted to

show human humilty.”

8. The perfect union of divinity and of humanity in the incarnate Word is essential to
the salvation of the human race. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life” (John
3:16 NRSV). The Son of God emptied himself and became human, absolutely free from
sin, in order to transform our sinful humanity to the image of His holiness. This is the

Gospel we are called to live and proclaim.

9. We also note the concerns of the Oriental Orthodox Churches about the
Christology of the Assyrian Church of the East as expressed in its official and unofficial
dialogues with other churches. A particular concern of the Oriental Orthodox is that the

Assyrians consider the persons and teachings of Diodore of Tarsus, Theodore of
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[image: image5.jpg]Mopsuestia and Nestorius as orthodox and thus venerate them in the liturgies of their
church.

The Oriental Orthodox concerns were also addr

sed specifically to the report of the
1998 Lambeth Conference, which made reference to the consent made towards the
Christology of the Assyrian Church, based on the Lambeth Conference of 1908 and 1920
reports and resolutions 08.63/64 and 20.21. We have noticed that the report of the
Lambeth Conference of 1930 was not addressed in 1998. While the Eastern Churches
Committee of the Church of England did preliminary Christological work between 1908
and 1912 both in relation to the Oriental Orthodox Churches and to the Assyrian Church
sthis work was never brought to an agreed statement on Christology. With reference to
the Assyrian Church, the 1930 Lambeth Conference reported “It has not been possible,
owing to political and other conditions, to obtain the authoritative statement
recommended in 1920 as to whether or not the present ecclesiastical authorities in the
Assyrian Church adhere (o the position of 1911”. The Anglicans are therefore asking the
Inter Anglican Standing Commission on Ecumenical Relations (IASCER) to take into
account these Oriental Orthodox theological reservations in any further Christological
work with the Assyrian Church of the East, which, in accordance with the Lambeth
Conference Resolution of 1998, will be in local and regional discussions. The result of
any such discussions will have to be evaluated by IASCER and any future Lambeth

Conference, in the light of this Christological agreement.

10. We submit this statement to the authorities of the Oriental Orthodox Churches and

the Anglican Communion for their consideration and action.
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The Rt Revd Dr Geoffrey Rowell His Eminence Metropolitan Bishoy
Anglican Co-Chairman Oriental Orthodox Co-Chairman
ATTACHMENT

Attached is the Communique with the list of the participants.
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First Meeting of the Anglican-Oriental Orthodox International Commission
Holy Etchmiadzin, Armenia, November 5 — 10, 2002

COMMUNIQUE

Under the co-chaitmanship of His Eminence Metropolitan Bishoy of Damiette of the Coptic
Orthodox Church, and the Rt Revd Dr Geoffrey Rowell, Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe (the Church
of Iingland Diocese in Furope), Anglican and Oriental Orthodox members, appointed by their
Churches, met in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin of the Armenian Apostolic Church at the
invitation of the Catholicosate of All Armenians. There they formally began the dialogue resulting from
the recommendations of the Lambeth Conferences of 1988 and 1998 and the decisions of the Oriental
Orthodox Churches that the Anglican-Oriental Orthodox dialogue be upgraded from a Forum (1985-
1993) to a Commission. A preparatory meeting was held in England in 2001 to establish the agenda for
the future work of this Commission.

Bearing in mind that the Churches of the Anglican Communion and the Oriental Orthodox Churches
have enjoyed a long history of cordial relations and pastoral contact in many regions of the world, and
in the belief that the time is now right to seck agreement in faith by addressing theological issues of
common interest and concern, as part of the response to our Lord’s great intercessory prayer, that His
disciples might be one as He and the Father are one “that the world might believe”, it was agreed to
make it the first task of the Commission to establish an agreed statement on Christology between the
family of Oriental Orthodox Churches and the Anglican Communion.

The Commission now gives praise to God that with the divine assistance it has been able to write an
Agreed Statement on Christology, to be submitted to the authorities of the Oriental Orthodox
Churches and the Anglican Communion for their consideration and aci

on.

The future agenda for the Commission includes topics related to the procession of the Holy Spirit,
on of the Church, sacraments, homosexuality and other

matters of concern to the Churches in their mission and pastoral care.

authority in the Church, ecclesiology, the mi

The meeting was held in the context of daily morning and evening prayer. Joint sessions were
interspersed with separate meetings for the representatives of the two Church families. His Holiness
Catholicos Karekin IT of All Armenians received the Commission at a special dinner.
able to attend the Sunday morning liturgy in the Holy Ftchmiadzin cathedral and visit *

fembers were

sitsernagapert
Armenian Genocide Memorial, Armenian Youth Center, and churches and monasteries in various
dioceses in Armenia. The Anglican members attended a reception held by the British Amb:
Armenia and an Anglican Euchatist for Remembrance Sunday at St. Zoravar Church, in Ye

Members were extremely grateful to all their Armenian hosts for the warm welcome, hospitality and
splendid arrangements for the Commission’s work, well-being, comfort and enjoyment during their
time in Holy Etchmiadzin.

Preliminary plans were made for the next meeting of the Commission which will be held in Ireland,
from October 28 — November 2, 2003. This meeting will consider the Procession of the Holy Spirit

and the work of the Holy Spirit in the Church.
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Oriental Orthodox

His Hminence Metropolitan Bishoy (Co-Chairman), Coptic Orthodox Church

His Eminence Metropolitan Mor Fustathius Matta Roham, Syrian Orthodox Church of Antioch

His Grace Metropolitan Geevarghese Mar Coorilos, Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church

His G Bishop Yeznik Petrossian, Armenian Apostolic Church, Catholicosate of All Armenians

His Grace Bishop Angaclos, Coptic Orthodox Church

His Grace Bishop Kegham Khatchetian, Armenian Apostolic Church, Catholicosate of Cilicia

His Grace Bishop Mikael Ajabahian, Armenian Apostolic Church, Catholicosate of All Armenians

His Grace Bishop Nareg Alemezian (Co-Secretary), Armenian Apostolic Church, Catholicosate of
Cilicia

Metropolitan Mor Gregorios Youhanna Tbrahim,
attend]

Rev Dr. K. M. George, Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church [Unable to attend)
Rev Seife-Sellassic Yohannes, Fthiopian Orthodox Church [Unable to attend)

tian Orthodox Church of Antioch [Unable to

Anglicans

The Rt Revd Dr Geoffrey Rowell (Co-Chairman), Bishop of Gibraltar in Furope

The Most Revd Clive Handford, Fpiscopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle Fast

The Rt Revd Duleep de Chickera, Bishop of Colombo, Anglican Church of Sri Lanka

The Rt Revd Michael Jackson, Bishop of Clogher, Church of Ireland

The Revd Canon Harold J. Nahabedian, Anglican Church of Canada

The Revd William Taylor, Church of England

The Rt Revd John Baycroft (Co-Secretary), Director of Heumenical Affairs and Studies, Anglican
Communion Office

The Revd Canon Jonathan Gough, Archbishop of Canterbury’s Representative

The Rt Revd John Craig Stewart, Anglican Church in Australia [unable to attend]
The Revd Canon Professor |. Robert Wright, Fpiscopal Church, USA [unable to attend|

Administrative Staff
Mrs Christine Codner, Anglican Communion Office
Miss Gayane Alexanian, Inter-Church Relations Department of Holy Ftchmiadzin

For information please contact:

His Grace Bishop Nateg Alemezian (Oriental Orthodox Co-Secretary)
The Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia, P.O. Box 70 317, Antelias Lebanon
Tel: +961 4 410001 Fax: +961 4 417971 E-mail.

Or

regl@inco.com.lb

The Rt Revd John Baycroft (Anglican Co-Secretary)
The Anglican Communion Office, 157 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8UT, UK
Tel: +44 20 7620 1110 Fax: +44 20 7620 1070 E-mail: john.baycrofi(

nglicancommunion.org
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The Rt Revd Dr Geoffrey Rowell His Eminence Metropolitan Bishoy
Anglican Co-Chairman Oriental Orthodox Co-Chairman
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