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THE BRITISH ORTHODOX CHURCH

of the British Isles

Protocol determining the relationship of the British Orthodox Church of
the British Isles (BOCBI) to the Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate of
Alexandria.

i- The British Orthodox Church of the British Isles is a local church, holding to
the historic faith and order of the Apostolic Church, committed to the
restoration of Orthodoxy among the indigenous population and desiring to
provide a powerful witness to the Orthodox Faith and Tradition in an
increasingly secular society.

2- The British Orthodox Church of the British Isles constituies a diocese of the
Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria, subject to the Pope and Patriarch
of Alexandria and the Holy Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Church. This
diocese is inseperable from the Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria.

3- The British Orthodox Church of the British Isles confesses the same faith as the
Coptic Orthodox Church and rejects all that the Coptic Orthodox Church
rejects.

4- The spiritual jurisdiction of the British Orthodox Church of the British Isles
shall extend to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the
Republic of Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands.

5- The Metropolitan of Glastonbury shall be the ruling bishop of this diocese. He
shall receive consecration at the hands of the Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria
and shall be a member of the Holy Syncd of the Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate
of Alexandria.

6- The Holy Myron will be received from the Pope and Pairiarch of Alexandria.

7- The Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria shall be named in the dxptychs of the
church for each service of prayer.

8- The British Orthodox Church of the British Isles.will use the service books
and ordinals authorised in the Coptic Orthodox Church.
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9- The Metropolitan of Glastonbury shall be the chairman of a permanent
liturgical commission which shall consider appropriate translations of the
Coptic Orthodox service books and the use of altemative forms of services
drawn from ancient Western Orthodox sources which may be adapted to the
. local situation. The Liturgical Commission may make recommendatiops to the
Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria but his decision shall be final.

10- - The British Orthodox Church of the British Isles shall have a local Synod
- under the chairmanship of the Metropolitan of Glastonbury for the conduct of
the day to day affairs of the church.

11-  If the needs of the local church require the consecration of assistant bishops or
. the erection of additional dioceses the local Synod of the British Orthodox
Church of the British Isles may submit the names of suitable candidates to the
Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and the Holy Synod of the Coptic Orthodox
Church for their consideration. In case this is accepted the Pope and Patriarch
shall conduct all consecrations to the episcopate. ’

12-  Inthe event of the erection of additional dioceses, the Metropolitan of
Glastonbury shall retain a primacy of honour within the British Orthodox
Church of the British Isles and will be ex officio chairman of the local synod.

13- a) The Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria reserves the right to designate bishops
for the Coptic Orthodox Community in the British Isles but their jurisdiction .
and authority shall not extend over the British Orthodox Church of the British
Isles which is under the direct oversight of the Pope and Patriarch of
Alexandria and the Holy Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Church.

b) The Coptic Orthodox Community is defined as consisting of Egyptians, or
those of Egyptian origin, including those who are bom in the British Isles;
families deriving from marriages between Egyptians and members of the

. indigenous population and their children; and those members of the indigenous
population received into the Coptic Orthodox Church.

14- A Standing Committee under the co-chairmanship of the Metropolitan of
Glastonbury and an appointed Coptic Orthodox bishop resident in the British
Isles shall exist for the exploration of ways of mutual co-operation and
discussion of issues of common concem. When the Pope and Patriarch of
Alexandria shall consider it appropriate he shall himself take the chair of this
comumittee or appoint some other Metropolitan or Bishop not resident in the
British Isles to do so on his behalf.

"15-  Inplaces where either the Coptic Orthodox Church or the British Orthodox
Church of the British Isles are unable to offer regular sacramental and pastoral
care to their members it shall be possible for members of eacl: of the two

communities {o resort to the others churches. ‘k &‘
C
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16- The Bn'ti;;h Orthodox Church of the British Isles will share the same Pascha as
the Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria but may use the Gregorian
Calendar for the celebration of its other fasts and festivals.

17-  The British Orthodox Church of the British Isles will maintain the same fasts as
the Coptic Orthodox Church.

18-  The British Orthodox Church of the British Isles will venerate all the saints and
martyrs of the Coptic Orthodox Church but may publish its own Synaxarion

for  the saints and martyrs of the British Isles which shall be subject to the approval
of the Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria.

19-  All theological institutes, seminaries and schools of the British Orthodox
Church of the British Isles shall be under the presidency of the Pope and
Patriarch of Alexandria. Candidates from the British Orthodox Church of the
British Isles shall be eligible for scholarships fo the Alexandrian Theological
Institute in Cairo according to the availability of those scholarships.

20-  The erection and establishment of all monastic houses shall be with the
agreement and consent of the Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria, who shall
thereafter remain the supreme head of all monasteries and npunneries within the
British Orthodox Church of the British Isles. Admission to the monasteries and
nunneries of the Coptic Orthodox Church shall be available to members of the
British Orthodox Church of the British Isles subject to the approval of the
appropriate monastic authority.

21-  Forall official and legal purposes, the name of the BOCBI shall be :
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ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE BRITISH ISLES

SECRETARIAT

10 Heathwood Gardens, Charlton, London, SE7 8EP
Telephone : 081-854 3090 Fax : 081-244 7888

WE BELIEVE :

1. That our Lord Jesus Christ is perfect in His Divinity and perfect in His
Humanity. He made His Humanity one with His Divinity without
alteration, without mixture, without confusion .....

2. We believe that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father (John 15 : 26).

3. We believe in the Nicene Creed.

4. We accept the three Ecumentcal councils [of Nicaea (325),
Constantinople (381), Ephesus (431)]

5. We believe in the sacraments of the church : the Baptism, the Holy
Chrisma (confirmation), the Confession, Eucharist, Priesthood,
Matrimony and the Unction of the Sick.

6. We believe in the effects of the Baptism :

¢ regeneration (John 3 : 5), Titus 3 : 5)

forgiveness of sins (Acts 2 : 38, Acts 22 : 16)

putting on Christ (Galatians 3 : 27)

salvation (Mark 16 : 16; Titus 3 : 5; 1 Peter 3 : 21)

In baptism we are buried with Christ and raised with Him

(Colossians 2: 12; Romans 6 : 4-6)

¢ we baptise by immersion
o we believe in infant baptism

7. We receive the Holy Spirit by the Holy Chnsma (1 John 2 : 20,27)
being annointed by the holy oil (Myron).

8. We believe in confession (Matthew 3 : 16; Acts 19 : 11)<>

9. We believe that priests have authority to remit and retain sins (John 20 :
23) and have the authority to bind and loose (Matthew 18 : 18).

10.We believe that in the Eucharist we take the body and blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 26 : 26-28; 1 Coninthians 11 : 27, 29; 1
Corinthians 10 : 16).

11.We believe in the unction of the sick (James 5 : 14-15)
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12.We believe that divorce may be permitted for the cause of adultery
(Matthew 5 : 32; Matthew 19 : 9; Mark 10 : 11, Luke 16 : 18) and for
apostasy (1 Corinthians 7 : 15).

13.We believe in monogamy and reject polygamy.

14.We do not accept ordination of women.

15.We have altars in our churches for the holy mass and raising incense
(Hebrews 13 : 15; Malachi 1 : 11; Revelation 5 : 8, Revelation 8 : 3-4)

16.We have icons in our churches and we believe in the intercession of the
saints and the angels.

17.We believe in the perpetual virginity of our Lady St. Mary.

18.We pray for the Dead (2 Timothy 1 : 18).

19.We reject the Purgatory.

20.We do not accept the primacy of Rome, nor the primacy of Peter.

21.We believe in fasting : the Lent, Wednesdays and Fridays and other
fastings. ’

22.We believe that faith without works is dead (James 2 : 18/20)

23.The Tradition is a source of our teaching.

24 The Church has its own rites.

25.We anathemitize the heresies of Jehova Witnesses and those of the
Seventh Day.

26.We anathematize Nestorianism and believe that St. Mary the Virgin is
the Theotokos (Mother of God), Luke 1 : 43.
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PROTOCOL

candidates to the Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and the Holy
Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Church for their consideration. In case
this is accepted the Pope and Patriarch shall conduct all consecrations
to the episcopate.

10. a) The Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria saves the right to designate
bishops for the Coptic Orthodox Community in France, but their
jurisdiction and authority shall not extend over the FCOC, which is
under the direct oversight of Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and
the Holy Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Church.

b) According to this protocol, the Coptic Orthodox Church in France
(COCEF) is defined as consisting of Egyptians, or those of Egyptian
origin, including those who are born in families deriving from
marriages between Egyptians and members of the indigenous
population and their children; and those members of the indigenous
population received into the Coptic Orthodox Church.

11. A Standing Committee under the co-chairmanship of the Metropolitan
of Toulon and an appointed Coptic Orthodox bishop resident in
France, shall exist for the exploration of ways of mutual co-operation
and discussion of issues of common concern. When the Pope ant
Patriarch of Alexandria shall consider it appropriate, he shall himself
take the chair of this committee or appoint some other metropolitan or
bishop not resident in France to do so on his behalf.

12. In places where either the Coptic Orthodox Church or the FCOC are

unable to offer regular sacramental and pastoral care to their

members, it shall be possible for members of each of the two
communities to resort to the other’s churches.

13. All theological institutes, seminaries and schools of the FCOC shall be
under the presidency of the Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria.
Candidates from the FCOC shall be eligible for scholarships to the
Alexandrian Theological Institute in Cairo according to the
availability of those scholarships.

14. The erection and establishment of all monastic houses shall be with the
agreement and consent of the Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria, who
shall thereafter remain the supreme head of all monasteries and
nunneries in France. Admission to the monasteries and nunneries of
the Coptic Orthodox Church shall be available to members of the
FCOC, subject to the approval of the appropriate monastic authority.
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15. For all official and legal purposes, the name of the FCOC shall be:
COPTIC ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE
The Apostolic See of Saint Mark
French Coptic Orthodox Church

16. This protocol has been signed, in four copies, in Cairo, the 18th of
June, 1994.

17. The nominations given in this protocol shall apply from the date of its
signature and shall replace any previous nominations.

Atbs A‘ﬁia’ka&iod
c(m&4%,7\, 18 /6 (1998
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PROTOCOL BETWEEN THE
COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH (COC)
AND THE ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX
TEWAHIDO CHURCH (EOTC)

INTRODUCTION

The two Churches are linked by very intimate relations since
the early Centuries of Christianity, as both are sons of St. Mark
the Apostie. Such link was realized when St. Athanasius the
Apostolic, the 20th Pope of Alexandria, consecrated
Fromentious In the year 329 A.D, to be the first bishop of
Ethiopia, on the request of the two Ethiopian Christian kings
Abraha and Atsbeha, He was given the name of Abba Salama
and started his bishopric tn Ethiopia in the Year 330 A.D., and
is venerated as a Saint.

Through the consecration of Abba Salama, the Church of
Alexandria established the bishop’s seat for the Church of
Ethiopia, which then became part of the SEE of SAINT MARK,
the APOSTLE,

The Church of Alexardria continued to consecrate and send a
bishop to the seat of Ethiopia . With the expansion of the
pastoral duties in Ethiopia and by the request of the Ethiopian
Church, the Church of Alexandria started to consecrate several
bishops for the Ethiopian dioceses besides sending the
metropolitan. At the request of the EOTC, the Alexandrian
Church, in appreciation of the Church's growth, enthroned
Abune Basilios in 1959 as the first head of the EOTC.

Through the period from the fourth century till the middle of the
twentieth century, the Church of Alexandria was considered



enthroned as heirs of the throne of the SEE of SAINT MARK,
from the fourth century until 1959, had been spiritual fathers
of the EQTC as well .

Caring for the relations between the two Churches and the
growth and continuity of the closer links, the two Churches
agreed to form a joint committee to solve the current problems
between them and to negotiate laying down the terms of
relations between the two Churches at present and in the
future.

After many initiatives and meetings, this joint committee met in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in February 1994 and laid down a
proposed protocol which, after the final amendment of one
article, was approved by the Holy Synods of both Churches in
March, 1994.

The joint committee was formed of the following nine members:

The Coptic delegation: The Ethiopian delegation:

1. H.G. Metropolitan Bishoy 1. H.G. Archbishop Mekarios
2. H.G. Bishop Antonious-Marcos 2. H.G. Archbishop Nathaniel
3. H.G. Bishop Moussa 3. H.G. Archbishop Gabriel

4. H.G, Bishop Serapion 4. H.G. Archbishop Timotheos

6. H.G. Archbishop Gerima

Article1:

For the sake of recognition of the hierarchical succession of the
EOTC, and in accordance with this protocol, the Church of
Alexandria recognizes the autocephally (independence) of the
EOQTC.
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Article I,

His Holiness, the Pope of Alexandria, being the successor of St.
Mark the Apostle, has the f[irst position of honour, in
accordance with the Church traditions, and the resolutions of
the canonical ecumenical councils confessed by the two
Churches and also due to the historical links between the two
Churches, in a manner that does not belittle the independent
status of the EOTC.

Article 11T :

The two Churches belong to the SEE of SAINT MARK and
confess one Orthodox Doctrine and each of them has her own
independence.

Article IV :

In order to manifest and affirm the spiritual relations between
the two Churches, H.H. the Pope of Alexandria and H.H. the
Patriarch of Ethiopia should be mentioned in the liturgical
prayers in the following occasions:

1- Whenever the heads of the two Churches meet

2- Whenever the head of one of the two Churches is celebrating
the liturgy.

3- Whenever a bishop or a priest celebrates a liturgical prayer
in the other Church, or during concelebrations .

4- Major feasts such as: Easter, Christmas, Epiphany, Holy
Cross.

The name of the Alexandrian Pope to be mentioned fir; these
occasions M
i
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Article V :

Each Church has her own Holy Synod to care for her affairs.
The resolutions of the two Synods should be exchanged
regularly.

Article VI ;

To assure the oncness in the Apostolic Orthodox faith and
Tradition, a general Holy Synod of both Churches should
convene together every three years, and whenever the need
arises. The place of meeting will rotate between Alexandria and
Addis Ababa starting with Alexandria.

Article VIL:

Each Church has the liberty to choose its own Patriarch: the
other Church should send a delegation of five members of the

Holy Synod to take part in the election process, having the right
to vote.

Article VIII ;

In any future consecration and enthronement of a patriarch for
cither one of the two Churches, a delegation should be sent
from the other Church to Invite her to participate. The type of
participation is to be negotiated at that time.

Article IX :

Both Churches should invite each other to participafe or
observe in all major occasions.




Article X ;

In meetings of official dialogues with other confessions, on
matters of faith, each Church will invite the other Church to
send at least one member of the Holy Synod to attend.

The two Churches will consult each other on world wide
ecumenlical affairs.

Article X1 :

Both Churches are committed not to depose and replace a
Patriarch or a Bishop of her own in his life time. unless his
deposition is decided by the Holy Synod of his Church, through
a canonical procedure.

Article XI1 ;

A permanent joint committee is to be formed out of the members
of the two Synods to monitor the implementation of this protocol
and to promote the cooperation of the two Churches in different
areas such as:

1- Exchange of visits of: Patriarchs, Metropolitans, Bishops,
Priests, Monks, Professors, Students and Deacons should be
encouraged.

2- Theological education.

3- Christian Education: Sunday schools, Youth and Family
programmes,

4- Social services and Development projects.

5- Pastoral Care: Both Churches should be given the chance to
extend their pastoral care to their people at each other's
country.
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Article XIII :

This protocol once approved by both Holy Synods and signed by
the patriarchs of the two Churches, will make any previous
agreement and/or protocol between the two Churches null and
void,

Article XIV ;

The text of this protocol, being approved by both Holy Synods
and signed by the Patriarchs of the two Churches, has come
into effect and should be publicized and circulated to all the
dioceses and parishes of both Churches.

Article XV :

This protocol has been prepared in the Amharic, Arabic and
English languages. If misunderstandings arise in matters of
interpretation. the English version shall prevail,

The above protocol of fifteen articles, together with the
introduction, a total of six pages, pursuant to article fourteen of
this protocol, it is hereby signed by the heads of both Churches
in April, 1994,

S~ 2N
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Pope Shenouda III Ab ulbs
Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of Ethiopia
Patriarch of the See of St. Mark
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