The Temptation on the Mount

                                                                             By His Eminence 

                                                               Metropolitan Bishoy

The Lord Jesus Christ after fasting on the mount for forty days and forty nights permitted Satan to tempt Him. On the side of Christ the Lord, the goal of the fast and the temptation was scoring victory against Satan, on behalf of those who believe in His name. This was achieved through fasting and prayer, to teach us that fasting and prayer are those that cast out devils and conquer their accursed power.  

Claims of the Adventists :


The Adventists claim that Christ the Lord bore a human nature with the possibility of yielding to sin. Their indication is the incident of the temptation on the mount, saying that the temptation on the mount would only be a dramatic scene if the possibility of Christ’s fall was not present.


In their book “Seventh Day Adventists Believe” page 47 they mention the following:

 “When Christ took the human nature that bore the consequences of sin, He became subject to the infirmities and weaknesses that all experience”.

 “Temptation and the possibility of sinning were real to Christ. If He could not sin He would have been neither human nor our example”.

This erring doctrine echoes the teachings of Nestorius who said that Jesus Christ offered on the cross a sacrifice and atonement for His own self as well as for others because God the Word assumed a man in need of salvation as the rest of human beings.

In reply to the heresy of the Adventists we say that if Christ the Lord is God the Word Himself Who incarnated for our salvation, then saying that He had a possibility of yielding to sin according to His human nature would be a serious blaspheme against God Himself. Since God the Word emptied Himself from His privilege taking the image of a servant and becoming in the likeness of men; He accepted death and suffering according to the flesh for our salvation. As Jesus Christ is Himself truly God the Word, we apply to God the Word: His birth from the Virgin, suffering and death according to His humanity; without relating any of this to His divinity. However, suffering and death can be accepted as deeds of love from the Person (Hypostasis) of God the incarnate Word. To apply to Him the possibility of yielding or submitting to sin is impossible, for it carries in it no glory. However, it is considered a plain insult against the Person of God the incarnate Word as well as an unacceptable blaspheme against God. This means that the Adventists do not have a sound believe that Christ of Nazareth is God the Word and not someone else.

When God the Word conceals His glory through the incarnation or when He endures pain humanly for those whom He loved to the end; this is completely opposite from becoming exposed to sin or falling, since it is not within the frame of the glory of sacrificial love.

While innocent, Christ the Lord carried the sins of others and paid the ransom on their behalf. He Himself carried a nature that is entirely void of any type of tendency to sin. Thus, pertaining to the birth of Christ the Lord from the Virgin, the angel said to her “Therefore, also, that Holy One Who is to be born will be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35).

No one can redeem the world unless He is absolutely null and void of any defect; entirely void of any tendency towards sin. Our nature would not have been blessed in Him unless His nature -that was united to the divinity in the incarnation- is exclusively void of any trends towards evil and sin. 

Real unity, i.e. natural and Hypostatic union, cannot be achieved  -between the divinity and humanity in Christ- unless the humanity is absolutely void of everything that opposes the holiness and goodness of the divinity. For how can light meet with darkness?! 

On the eve of His suffering, Christ the Lord spoke to His heavenly Father saying “I have glorified you on earth… And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was” (John 17:4,5). The humanity of Christ the Lord was glorified when He ascended into heaven and entered into His glory by the glories of His divinity. This is due to the perfect and natural unity between the divinity and humanity. When Jesus was glorified and was enthroned on the right of the Father in the heavens, His humanity no more concealed the glory of His divinity.

The Reasons for the Temptation :

The temptation on the Mount was not a dramatic scene as the Adventists claim. When Christ the Lord allowed Satan to tempt Him He taught him a lesson which he will never forget. In other words Christ the Lord retained to man his awe and honor. Firstly by being triumphant over the devil in the temptation on the mount, and later, in a decisive final way through the cross. It is written “Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it (i.e. in the cross)” (Col.2:15).


Christ the Lord sanctified fasting through His fast granting it superior power to defeat the devil. He offered us a pattern to follow His footsteps and imitate Him in fasting and being triumphant over the evil spirits.


The Lord also gave us lessons on spiritual warfare and how to face it. For instance when Satan used a biblical verse Christ the Lord replied using a biblical verse as well saying: “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord You God’” (Matt. 4:7). 

Nowadays, we find many critics and some scholars using biblical verses in the wrong way against sound doctrines and apostolic heritage. We should answer them by biblical verses. 

Christ the Lord also gave us a hint in not using His divine power to give comfort or rest to His body. Moreover, He gave us an idea on how not to use the earthly glory and power in spreading the Gospel’s preaching, and not renouncing principles in our service despite of any materialistic gain whatsoever.                         
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