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Love Within The Godhead:

Love is a quality of essence and is eternal qualifying the undivided Godhead for “God is love” (1John 4:16). 

We could not conceive the Godhead without love; in the relationship of God with the creation and also within His Divine Essence itself, that is existing since eternity, before the existence of creation.

Love would never have been practiced eternally, unless The Father loves The Son before the foundation of the world, as Jesus Christ said in His commune with The Father “For You loved Me before the foundation of the world” (John 17:24).

The Divine life looses its implication if there is no love within God since eternity. For love to exist it should be practiced, to be practiced it should be practiced among hypostaseis (persons) that are inseparable in their Divine essence, having one and the same essence, and one Divinity.

A Biblical Scope of The Unitaranism and Trinitarianism:


Quoted below are some verses occurring in the Holy Bible pointing to the dogma of Unitarianism and Trinitarianism as follows :

FIRST : The Dogma of God’s Unitarianism

In The Old Testament:
 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength (Deut.6:4,5). 

 “You shall fear the Lord your God and serve Him, and shall take oaths in His name”  (Deut.6:13). 

  “Therefore know this day, and consider it in your heart, that the Lord Himself is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other"  (Deut. 4:39) .

 “Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, And his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: ‘I am the First and I am the Last; Besides Me there is no God” (Is. 44:6).


 “Who has declared this from ancient time? Who has told it from that time? Have not I, the Lord? And there is no other God besides Me, A just God and a Savior; There is none besides Me” (Is. 45: 21).

 “Before Me there was no God formed, Nor shall there be after Me. I, even I, am the Lord, And besides Me there is no savior” ( Is. 43: 10,11).

 “You alone are the Lord; You have made heaven, The heaven of heavens, with  all their host, The earth and everything on it, The seas and all that is in them, And You preserve them all. The host of heaven worships You” (Neh. 9:6).

In The New Testament:

 “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent”(John 17:3).

  “The first of all the commandments is : ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. ‘And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment” (Mark 12:29,30).

 “One Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all” (Eph. 4:5,6).

 "For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as there are many gods and many lords), yet for us there is only one God, the Father, of whom are all things and we from Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and through whom we live." (1Cor.8:5,6).

SECOND : The Dogma of Trinitarianism

In the Old Testament :

 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.”(Gen.1:1-3).

 "Then God said: Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness" (Gen.1: 26).

 “Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil” (Gen. 3: 22). It is obvious here that the Father speaks to the Son and the Holy Spirit.

 “And the Lord said, “Indeed the people are one and they all have one language… “Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech.”(Gen.11: 6,7). Here also the Father speaks to the Son and the Holy Spirit.

 “Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; ‘For Yah, the Lord, is my strength and song; He also has become my salvation.” ( Is.12: 2) 

 “The Lord has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You” (Ps.2:7). The Father speaks to the Son. 

 “The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” (Ps.110: 1). Here also the Father converses with the Son.

 “By the Word of the Lord the heavens were made, And all the host of them by the Breath of His mouth.” (Ps.33: 6). 

 “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?” (Ps.139: 7). 

 “Who has ascended into heaven, or descended? Who has gathered the wind in His fists? Who has bound the waters in a garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is His name, and what is His Son’s name, If you know?” (Prov. 30: 4). 

 “I am He, I am the First, I am also the Last. And now the Lord God and His Spirit Have sent Me.” ( Is. 48: 12-16). Here the Son speaks about his being since eternity and that He is sent by the Father and the Holy Spirit for the salvation of the world. 

 “Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion! For behold, I am coming and I will dwell in your midst,” says the Lord. Many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that day, and they shall become My people. And I will dwell in your midst. Then you will know that the Lord of hosts has sent Me to you” (Zech. 2: 10,11). The Son is saying that the Father has sent Him.

In the New Testament :

 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God” (John 1:1,2). 

 “And of the angels He says: “Who makes His angels spirits And His ministers a flame of fire.” But to the Son He says: “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom." (Heb.1: 7,8-see Ps. 45:6). 

 “But to which of the angels has He ever said: “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool” (Heb.1:13). 

 “For this One (Jesus Christ) has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built the house has more honor than the house. For every house is built by someone, but He who built all things is God” (Heb. 3: 3,4). 

 “And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward, but Christ as a Son over His own house” (Heb. 3:5,6). 

 “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14: 9). 

  “And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever, even the Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him” (John 14: 16,17).

  “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me” (John 15: 26). 

 “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit … You have not lied to men but to God.” (Acts 5: 3,4). 

 " Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also." (1John2: 23).

 “And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God” (1 John 4: 14,15). 

 “He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life” (1 John 5: 12). 

 “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son”(2 John 9). 

  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” (Matt. 28:19).

      The manifestation of the Holy Trinity upon the baptism of Jesus Christ.

THE CONCEPT OF TRINITARIANISM AND UNITARIANISM:


Christianity believes in three distinct hypostaseis having one Divine Essence, as The Trinity could never be divided, and as there could never be a God independent of the Father. But inspite of the unity of the hypostaseis in essence, they are distinct in the hypostatic properties.


The Father has the property of Fatherhood by which He is distinct from the other two hypostaseis. No other hypostaseis share this property with the Father, in the relationship between the hypostaseis and one another.


The Son has the property of Sonship, through generation from the Father, by which He is distinct from the other two hypostaseis.


The Holy Spirit has the property of procession, by which He is distinct from the other two hypostaseis. 

THE PROPERTIES OF ESSENCE

And

THE HYPOSTATIC PROPERTIES

The Divine hypostaseis have the same properties of essence. There is no distinction between one hypostasis and the other, except in the hypostatic property only i.e. Fatherhood for the Father, Sonship by generation for the Son, and procession for the Holy Spirit.


In his Discourse on The Father and The Son, St. Athanasius ensured that the Son has all the properties of essence of the Father. He also ensured that there is no distinction between the Father and the Son except in the hypostatic property: i.e. Fatherhood is a peculiarity of the Father, Sonship for the Son. He said in his third discourse against the Arians parts 4 and 5 : [And so, since they are one, and the Godhead itself one, the same things are said of the Son, which are said of the Father, except His being said to be Father… And why are the attributes of the Father ascribed to the Son, except that the Son is an Offspring from Him?] (
)


The Father is the fountain from which the Only Begotten Son flows without separation via the eternal generation before all ages. Likewise, the Holy Spirit proceeds from Him without separation via the eternal procession before all ages.


The Father is the Wise Who begets Wisdom (1Cor.1:24) and emanates the Spirit of Wisdom (Is.11: 2).

The Father is the Truthful Who begets Truth (John 14:6) and emanates the Spirit of Truth (John15:26).


The Father is the Living Who begets Life (John 11:25) and emanates the Spirit of Life (Rom.8: 2).


All the properties of essence like wisdom, truth, reason, and life qualifies the three hypostaseis.


Who can separate the Wise from Wisdom? Wisdom is a natural manifestation of the invisible Wise. 

We know the Wise through Wisdom, the Rational through the Reason uttered by Him (Logos), and the Truthful by the truth originating from Him etc.

MANIFESTATION AND INSPIRATION :


The Son manifests to us the invisible Father, and in Him we see the Father. The Holy Spirit inspires us to both Father and Son in a hidden invisible way.


The Son was called Son because “He is the image of the invisible God” (Col 1:15). The Holy Spirit was called Spirit because we do not see Him as He works. Some of the appellations of the Holy Spirit are : The Spirit of Truth, the Comforter; meaning the one who satisfies, relieves  the heart of man, consoles him, and offers him the gift of peace and reconciliation with God.

GOD OR THE SON OF GOD :

Some ask : Is the Lord Jesus Christ “God” or “Son of God”?

The answer is, that He is “God the Son” or “God the Logos”.


He is God according to essence, and the Son according to the hypostatic property. We could say that He is “God” or that He is the “Son of God”. Sometimes the appellation of the Father is “God”, and that of the Son is the “Son of God”; however, this does not prohibit naming the Son or the Holy Spirit by the same appellation, i.e. “God” or “Jehovah”. In the Old Testament the Son spoke frequently in the name “Jehovah”. Also in the New Testament He mentioned the name “I Am” -meaning Himself- and this expression has the same meaning of the word “Jehovah”.

The Father is God (Jehovah) in essence, the Origin as regards to His own hypostatic (or personal) property.


The Son is God (Jehovah) in essence, the Begotten as regards to His own hypostatic (or personal) property.


The Holy Spirit is God (Jehovah) in essence, the Proceeded as regards to His own hypostatic (or personal) property.

The Difference Between the Christian Trinity and the Heathen Trinity : 


The Christian  Trinity differs from the heathen trinity because the hypostaseis in the Christian Trinity are inseparable; and there is absolutely no God who is separate from God the Father. Thus, the Lord Jesus Christ said: “I am in the Father and the Father in Me” (John 14:10) also “I and My Father are one” (John 10: 30). He means that He is one with the Father in essence, so He is eternal through the eternity of the Father. The existence of one hypostasis is impossible without the other two.


Unlikely the heathen triune is a belief in three separate Gods, one of them existed before the others, eg. Isis, Osiris, and Horus. Osiris married Isis and begot Horus. So, the existence of  Osiris was prior to that of Horus. Moreover, marriage between Gods is a strange and an unacceptable matter in the divine affairs.


In the Christian Trinity the Father begot the Son since eternity by nature, and not by will, as a beam radiates from light. This begetting is absolutely not a result of marriage. The Father also proceeded the Holy Spirit eternally by nature and not by will, as the effluence of heat from light. This procession is absolutely not a result of marriage.

The Effect of the Trinity on Our Lives:


From the Trinity we learn love, as the Lord Jesus Christ said to the Father “that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them” (John 17:26). The exchange of love between the hypostaseis, is the mystery behind the existence of love in the whole universe.

From the Trinity, we also learn unity inspite of our personal distinction, as the Lord Jesus Christ said: “And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one” (John 17: 22). Moreover, unity is absolute in the Trinity, but our endeavor towards unity is a proportional and an acquired thing. Inspite of this fact, we perceive in the Trinity a superior example for Unity; the unity of nature, purpose and will.

Unbelieving in the Trinity and the satisfaction in absolute individuality means that man would learn isolation, individuality, and the loss of love.

Likewise, the heathen trinity leads to disputes, ungrouping and remoteness from unity in the relationship with others. Furthermore, some heathen Gods struggle with each others and carry contradictory natures, so how are the followers of such Gods expected to be like.

Belief in, the one in essence (consubstantial) Trinity, directs us towards each others in love; in an attempt towards unity. 

� ) Four Discourses Agiant the Arians - Third Discourse parts 4,5 - N.&P.N. Fathers Vol. IV second series.
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