The Flood and Noah's Ark
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The Story of the Flood in the New Testament
Matthew 24:38-39  For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.
Luke 17:26-27  And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man:  "They ate, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.
2 Peter 2:5  and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly;
1 Peter 3:20  who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water.
Hebrews 11:7  By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.
The Story of the Flood in the Old Testament
Genesis 10:1  Now this is the genealogy of the sons of Noah: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And sons were born to them after the flood.
Genesis 10:32   These were the families of the sons of Noah, according to their generations, in their nations; and from these the nations were divided on the earth after the flood.
The whole story of the flood covers chapters 6-9 of the book of Genesis.

1- Was it a Global Flood?

Genesis 6:13  And God said to Noah, The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.
Genesis 6:17-18  And behold, I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die. But I will establish My covenant with you.
Genesis 7:11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.
Genesis 7:17-22  Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The waters increased and lifted up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. The waters prevailed and greatly increased on the earth, and the ark moved about on the surface of the waters. And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under the whole heaven were covered. The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered. And all flesh died that moved on the earth: birds and cattle and beasts and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every man. All in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, all that was on the dry land, died.
There are scientific and logical evidences that the flood was world wide, we shall mention some of them and the days shall unfold more and more proving that the word of God is true.
Some critics raise the following argument that the flood was restricted to the area of Mesopotamia. With the beginning of modern archaeology in Mesopotamia, it became popular to associate evidence of flood destruction in sites such as Kish, Ur, and Shuruppak with the biblical flood. 

Some have argued that waters high enough to cover “all the high mountains under the whole heaven” (7:19) would extend over the entire earth. Some advocates of a universal flood use the presence of marine fossils on the tops of the world’s highest mountains in support of their arguments. Geologists exploring the Mt Ararat region have discovered on the mountain what is called “pillow lava,” volcanic rock formed under water. Such lava structures have been located up to the mountain’s ice cap at 13,500 feet, so water evidently reached that height at one period. That phenomenon has been taken by some as a confirmation of the worldwide scope for the Genesis flood. The presence of “conglomerates” on Mt Ararat is cited as yet another proof of a universal deluge. Such rocks, varying in size from pebbles to boulders, resulted from a process of fusion in which eruptions of lave interacted with a violent disturbance of water.
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Roger Oakland, Author/Science Professor, says:
There is an extensive amount of evidence for a global universal flood catastrophe and I see most of that evidence in the fossil records. World-wide fossils of animals and fish have been found buried in swimming positions, certainly catastrophically preserved in a moment of time. Among the most fascinating fossil finds which show animals in swimming positions include Rhinoceros, Hippopotus and Zebra’s buried in volcanic ash in Nebraska, and in Scotland tones of fish have been found in positions of terror; fins extended and eyes bulging. Another fossil graveyard is in Germany shows a mixture of plants and insects from all climatic zones. When these kinds of fossils are found together this is usually indicative of global flooding and rapid burial.
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Grant Richards, Geologist-Geophysicist, says:
I have noticed two things in particular on Mount Ararat from a geologic point of view that indicates that this 17,000 foot volcanic mountain was once under water. First is the occurrence on Mount Ararat of what is called Pillow Lava. Pillow Lava is a unique formation that occurs when molten lava emerges from the earth below water. This alone indicates that the mountain was at one time under water. Secondly, we have found salt crystals on Mount Ararat which could only be formed under water. These salt crystals were found at the 14,000 foot elevation indicating that at least up to the permanent ice and snow line that this mountain was under water at one point.

2- From where did the water that reached peaks of the highest mountains come?

Scientists say that there were three sources for the water:

1- The subterranean fountains bursting forth 

2- rain coming from the canopy above

3- waters from the existing ocean spilling over the land

Dr. David Clark, Professor of Biblical Studies, says:
The first chapter of Genesis specifically a firmament or atmosphere which God created around the earth. In describing the waters above the firmament, scripture suggests that in the time before the flood there was a canopy of water vapor around the earth much like thick clouds of rain which helped to moderate the earth and protect its climate.
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Dr. Larry Vardiman, Professor of Atmospheric Science, says:
The idea of a water vapor layer or canopy surrounding the earth sounds somewhat bizarre but actually canopies are quite common among the planets of the earth solar system. Venus, Jupiter and Saturn all have cloud canopies and thick gashes envelopes surround them.

The vapor canopy would have precipitated, at most, 40 feet of water directly. In addition water released by volcanic eruptions during the flood would have kept heavy rain falling for 40 days and nights becoming lighter as our present day weather regime became into existence. 

David Coppedge, Astronomer, says:
It is clear from observations of the moons and planets of the solar system that many of them have undergone many periods of heavy meteor embardment. Even on the earth with its higher erosion rates over 100 ancient impact sites have been discovered. It is certainly plausible that one of these resulted in of cataclysmic events leading to the great deluge.
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3- How could a wooden ark survive such a violent flood?

Some critics say that the ark is made of wood and carried a heavy load of cargo, how did it survive the violent waters of the flood that would have broken it in pieces?
The response to this argument is as follows:

First: the ark was made of a strong and flexible material (gopherwood) that "gives" without breaking (some believe the wood used was the highly prized teak of India)
.

Second: the heavy load was an advantage that gave the ark stability.

Third: naval architects inform us that a long box-shaped, floating box-car, such as the ark was, is a very stable craft in turbulent waters. Indeed, modern ocean liners follow the same basic dimensions or proportions of Noah's ark.

Eddie Atkinson, Noah’s Ark Model Builder, says:
The Guineas Book of World Record records the ark as the longest wooden boat ever built.  And during World War II, the USS New Mexico and the USS Origen were built on the same proportional dimensions as Noah’s ark—6 times longer than was wide.

Dr. Don Shockey, Professor of Anthropology, says:
Gopher wood is a processed wood in its specie.  In Geron in the olden days they had a particular tree they would cut the bark, collect the sap and use this glue and splice wood together, once it’s harden you could not break this splice, the wood would break on either side.  We don’t have a ply tree but we have plywood while gopher wood is a process, an enaminated process.  Whether or not this process was used, the vessel was going to have to be enormously strong because of its immense proportions—a length of 300 cubits by 50 cubits of width and 30 cubits of height, the cubit being about 18 inches.  

To examine this issue, scientists took a model of the ark to a marine laboratory to see how it would handle waves and other hydraulic stresses when subjected to the irregular waves generally found on the ocean.  The ark was deemed not only sea worthy but exceptionally stable; then the test tank duplicated waves equivalent to 200 foot tidal waves, again, the ark was not only sea worthy but extraordinary stable.

So it appears the ark was indeed a highly reliable sea going vessel.  It’s all the more remarkable for one simple fact—no larger ship was built on earth for over 4000 years.
4- How could Noah's ark hold hundreds of thousands of species?

The Bible says Noah’s ark was "three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits" in other words only 45 feet high, 75 feet wide, and 450 feet long (Gen. 6:15, NIV). Noah was told to take two of every kind of unclean animal and seven of every kind of clean animal (6:19; 7:2). But scientists inform us that there are between one half a billion to over a billion species of animals.

First, the modern concept of “species” is not the same as a “kind” in the Bible. There are probably only several hundred different “kinds” (Ernst Mayer the American Taxonomist says that there are approximately 1.072.300 animal species
) of land animals that would have to be taken into the ark. For example, today we have more than 300 kinds of dogs from one ancestor, only one of them entered the ark.  
Second, the sea animals stayed in the sea, and many species could have survived in egg form. 

Third, the ark was not small; it was a huge structure—the size of a modern ocean liner. Furthermore, it had three stories (6:16) which tripled its species to a total of over 1.5 million cubic feet!

Forth, Noah could have taken younger or smaller varieties of some larger animals.
Given all these factors, there was plenty of room for all the animals, food for the trip, and the eight humans aboard.

Another opinion says that the cubit was a common unit of measurement in ancient times, but the length of a cubit was determined differently by each nation. Some considered a cubit to be the distance from the elbow to the middle finger; others thought it to be the distance of the entire arm; while others measured it as the length of a newborn baby. A cubit could vary in length from about 45 to 58 cm. (18 to 22 ½ in.). Using the cubit’s lower standard of 45cm, we find that the ark measured 22 ½ by 135 m. (75 by 450 ft.) with a height of 13 ½ m. (45ft). That would make the ark considerably larger than a football field and about three stories height. The ark was divided into three floors providing a total of 3,037 sq. m. (101,250 sq. ft.) of living area. All this space was usable, since the ark did not require engines to propel it through the water.
 

Looking after the animals: 

This is another important point that Dr. Ken Cumming, Professor of Biology, says, 
In the Ark, we would expect that there would be a lot of darkness, mainly due to the storm above. In these conditions, the animals on the Ark would probably feed less, sleep more and in many cases we would expect that would be in hibernation. Combine this quality with lack of feeding, sleeping, darkness all of this would go together so that the family of Noah would be more than adequate to care for the animals for even up to one year. 
How did Noah collect the animals to the Ark:

Dr. Ken Cumming, Professor of Biology, says:

We think that instinctively they (animals) sensed from what was going on around about them that this impending disaster was about to happen, and as a result they were lead or even driven to seek a place of safety, hence the animals came to the ark.  But many times we see that there are such large scale disasters as hurricanes or earthquakes or even large local storms will cause animals to response in such a way--they either flee the local scene and they run to a place of safety—we think this is perhaps the motivating force for brining the animals to the ark itself.
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Mount Ararat
5- Did the Ark land on Mount Ararat?
Some people doubt and are causing others to doubt the fact mentioned in the bible that after the flood the Ark landed on Mount Ararat. Subsequently, they do not believe that it does exist there.
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Geographically: 
Ararat—the mountainous region between the Black Sea and Caspian Sea where Noah’s ark rested when the Flood subsided (Gen 8:4). From this region streams converge to form the Tigris and the Euphrates Rivers. Originally called Urartu, Ararat referred to the whole mountainous area; its use, however has gradually come to be restricted to the huge volcanic mountain at the borders of Turkey, Iran, and the Soviet Union. This volcanic mountain includes two peaks, 5,600 meters (17,000 feet) and 4,200 meters (13,000 feet) above the sea level. The taller peak rises 920 meters (3,000 feet) above the line of perpetual snow.

Our continuing quest for Noah’s Ark centers on this totally treeless volcanic peak which borders on Iran and the former Soviet empire. Mount Ararat rises to nearly seventeen thousand feet and covering twenty four square miles.

Many queries are raised on the fact of the presence of the Ark on Mount Ararat, as mentioned in the Bible. For many years we thought that the ultimate answers to these questions were lost to the ages, but now modern scientific technology and new archaeological explorations are beginning to unravel many of the long forgotten secrets of the Noah story. Here it is, on the left side of Mount Ararat, upon the Ahora Gorge, as seen by eye witnesses throughout the years, as also seen in photographs that were taken with the highest technological ways.
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Dr. John Morris, Professor of Geology, says:

I have climbed mountains all over the world, but Mount Ararat is I guess, its brutal, it’s just the worst I have ever climbed. Actually from the south side when you look at the mountain, it looks like a nice volcanic comb but them on the opposite side there is this incredible canyon called the Ahora Gorge it is about one and a half times the height of the Grand Canyon, there are vertical rock walls, I am convinced that they are un-climbable. It is covered with an ice cap year around and that ice cap is always eroding these volcanic layers producing avalanches down below as it erodes along. Every afternoon there is a storm upon the mountain and the winds are sometimes over 100 miles per hour.

Eye-Witness Reports throughout the centuries:
In response to critics arguments regarding the presence of the Ark on mount Ararat, it is adequate to give eye-witness reports who agree together inspite of being in different ages, cultures, educational level, proving the veracity of the fact.

Richard Bright, Ark Sightings Chronicler, says:

I have studied virtually every known historical sighting of the Ark on Mount Ararat. Over the past 150 years many of these accounts of the sightings have gone into considerable detail. I have compared thirty four of these sightings and have found that there is a tremendous consistency between eye witnesses even though they never knew each other. We can choose to believe that all of these reports are based upon lies or based upon the information presented by the eye witness accounts. We can choose to believe that the Ark or some large wooden barge is on Mount Ararat if just one of these reports is true.

Dr David Richardson, Professor of Humanities, says:
There is plenty of ancient historical evidence spanning nearly 2,000 years that the Ark is on Mount Ararat. These sightings recorded by prominent historians of the time, along with eye witness accounts add significant credibility to the survival of the Ark on Mount Ararat.

Dr. Rodney Vliet, Professor of Cultural Studies, says:
We know that the Chalcedean high priest and the historian Berosus, visited the site about 475BC where he wrote considerably about the phenomena he witnessed, stating that it was quite easy to discern the Ark in its resting place high up on the glacier.
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Many celebrated men of antiquity made journey’s to the awesome mountain. In 1269AD renowned explorer Marco Polo wrote in his book “The Travels” that Noah’s Ark rests high in the snowy reaches of Mount Ararat.
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Dr. Carl Davis, Old Testament Historian, says,
Potolemus, the Egyptian historian of 30BC who authored an ancient history of Phoenicia mentions the Ark’s existence on Mount Ararat. Also in the same period Nicholas of Damascus the biographer of Herod the Great told of the Ark’s landing near the summit of Ararat and reported that timbers were still there.
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In 1829 a Russian born German physician named Friedrich Parrot was the first western explorer on record to scale Mount Ararat. Prior to the climb Parrot visited the Armenian Cathedral at Etchmiadzin in Soviet Armenia, there is viewed the cross which was claimed to be carved of wood brought down from Noah’s Ark in 318AD. 
Parrot wrote that the carving measured 12 inches high, 9 inches across and was brownish in color. From Etchmiadzin, Parrot climbed to the 7,000 foot level of the mountain where he reached Ahora Village, this was where the Saint Jacob Monastery was located. There he saw ancient manuscripts and relics from the Ark.
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In June 1840, eleven years after Parrot’s expedition Mount Ararat suffered a tremendous earthquake. The Monastery and most of the 2,000 homes and buildings in the area were destroyed by the earthquake. The Saint Jacob Monastery and the relics it held literally disappeared under an avalanche of rocks from the shattered mountain. Survivors were few, leaving behind the Ahora Gorge a rugged canyon deeper than the Grand Canyon. 

In 1883, an expedition was sent onto Mount Ararat by the Turkish government to survey damage from a recent earthquake. The expedition team reported the discovery of the forepart of a very old ship jutting out of the ice 14,000 feet up the mountain. Measurements were taken, the Ark was entered and the team reported seeing several stalls and cages inside the great vessel. Unfortunately, the Turkish reports stirred very little new interest because of the current popularity of Charles Darwin’s new theory of evolution.
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In 1902, George Hagopian an eight year old Armenian boy from Lake Van, Turkey became the youngest Ark eye witness on record. Young George had accompanied his uncle onto Mount Ararat; this was a summer of particularly warm weather making the Ark both visible and easily accessible to the young boy and his uncle.
George Hagopian said,
It was huge to see, larger even than any building I had ever seen. My uncle was going to lift me on top but we had to pile up rocks in order to reach it. 

Then, George was boosted up and was able to reach the roof of the vessel. Members of my family had told us stories about coming to the Ark, and now here I was actually standing on it. Nearby I could see a hole had been cut in the roof, so I went to it and looked inside. It was just too dark in there to see anything at all. There were pieces broken-off here and there but it was still very solid to walk on. Along the side of the right section in the middle there were openings like windows but there was nothing that I could see.
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Years after the event George Hagopian described what he had seen to Dr. Elfred Lee, Archaeological Illustrator, said:
Up here, George Hagopian, after a four year drought went up with his uncle and saw the Ark completely exposed. He also noticed along the side here [right] a wood grain beautifully fitted joints with wooden dowels, he could see the color of the grain, it was not a stone formation. It was definitely a man-made wooden construction.

All these pieces of beams and wooden planking gleamed from the slopes of Ararat over the centuries, seem to beg a question: being so old what kind of condition could the Ark be in now? 

Dr. Elfred Lee, Archaeological Illustrator, added that there has been a tremendous earthquake, there has been a great cravats created here, and a big avalanche and the Ark has split into two pieces and this is what is being seen today. 
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John Wanvig, Mount Ararat Explorer, said:

This photograph which was taken by the French spot satellite in August 1986 indicates that Mount Ararat pictured here is permanently year around covered with glaciered ice. On Mount Ararat there are of course seasonal changes in the weather, the chances of seeing the Ark are greatly increased during the warm months of late summer such as in August or September. However there are warmer weather cycles occurring every few years which cause increase melt back of the snow covered summit. It is possible and probably likely that the Ark is only visible or accessible during these infrequent periods of warmer temperatures. An expedition coming to find the Ark could walk directly over the ice bound ship and never know that it is there.
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It was in 1916 when the history of Ark sightings took another important turn. Shortly after World War I a Russian pilot, Lieutenant Zabolotsky told his remarkable story of sighting the Ark on Mount Ararat.

He said:


I was stationed with a small group of aviators about 25 miles north-east of Mount Ararat. A new high altitude engine had been installed in one of the planes and I was sent up for a test flight. When I circled the mountain, I spotted a dark structure there, huge, something the size of a battleship. It was a strange looking craft, but quite clearly a boat with a rounded over top.    

News of Lieutenant Zabolotsky’s sighting reached Tsar Nicholas himself. In 1917 the Tsar dispatched two companies of soldiers to locate and document this extraordinary find. The soldiers found and measured the Ark; they also made a photographic record of the great ship. Unfortunately, these events were unfolding just as the communist revolution was breaking out at home and as a result the reports and photographs of these reports are yet to be found and are presumed lost or hidden in some secret Kremlin vault. However, they were seen.

Megan Butler, Managing recently published the book Anastasia. It tells the life story of the Russian Tsar’s daughter.

Megan Butler, Editor of Anastasia the Lost Princess, says:
There has been controversy about whether or not there ever was a Russian expedition or an Ark sighting around the time of 1916 or 1917. Our author spent twenty years researching Anastasia the last surviving member of the Russian royal family. During one of his personal conversations with her, he was shocked when she started talking about an expedition which her father the Tsar had commissioned to go to Mount Ararat and measure and photograph Noah’s Ark. She told him that she had actually seen the photographs and the report from the expedition. She also told him that she had worn a cross made from the wood of Noah’s Ark. 
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During World War II allied pilots flew many missions in the vicinity of Mount Ararat. 

Vence Will, World War II USAF, says:
I was in North Africa stationed with the Signal Installation battalion doing work for the Army Air Force. A flyer, a good friend of mine, he and I decided to have a cup of coffee one evening, when in the Officer’s mess we overheard the conversation of other officers concerning pictures they took when they were flying over Turkey, Mount Ararat.  As they looked at the pictures, we became interested too, some of them said, you know these could be Noah’s Ark.

Let me tell you what I saw in these three pictures. First of all three pictures depicted an ice flow that came down over the boat in an angle something like this. The ice came down, and in this part when you look at it from the right side there was an opening down here where it had been tore away, and I could see various layers, one and two layers here and also a structure along the side here. There was no question in the minds of these flyers that this was Noah’s Ark. A similar picture was put in the Stars and Stripes about 1944. I am convinced that I was looking at Noah’s Ark, no question in my mind and the flyers felt the same way.
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Fernand Navara, French Author Explorer, said:

In 1952 my guides have guided to the rural level of the mountain so I have tried my best to proceed on my own. I was not able to find the Ark exposed but I did see a massive dark shape, frozen under the glassy ice; I knew then I would have to return to discover what it could be. 

In 1955 Navarra returned accompanied by his young son Raphael. What we see here is actual footage filmed by Fernand Navarra and his son during their expedition.

In 1955 it was a warm year with the great glacier melt back. I knew if I had a chance to reach the ark it would be now. It was Raphael who first spotted something. Navarra carefully lowered himself deep into a crevice at the 13,500 foot level.

The wood was easy to see but was frozen into the ice; still then I had no idea how big it was.

What Navarra chopped from the ice was a 5 foot hand hewn wooden beam.

I had dreamed of this. Raphael and I were excited like it was Christmas time. I tried to carry it down the mountain across my back—it was very heavy, I could not keep my balance. We felt so bad that I had to cut the wood but later I would have to carry it again to send out samples for testing.

A proud moment and fulfillment of a long held wish. But was this actually wood from Noah’s Ark? It was determined that the type of wood Navarra found does not grow near Mont Ararat. Is a matter of fact, there is not a forest within 300 miles of the mountain.

Navarra, himself, had the hand hewn wood that he had found tested in three different laboratories. Now, he was told that its age was about 5000 years old, clearly in line with the biblical account of the flood. The scientific test proved beyond question that something very old, something very mysterious was definitely on Mount Ararat. Fernand Navarra’s exciting discovery had opened the door to a new generation of Ark explorers.
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Ron Bennett, UPI White House Photographer, says
During the terms of four US presidents from Nixon to Regan, I always flew aboard Air Force One as the UPI White House Photo Journalist covering the activities of the President. On this particular occasion I was flying aboard with then President Jimmy Carter. We were in a route from Poland to Tehran, Iran to attend a New Year’s Day celebration governed by the Shi’ah. During the flight while we were over eastern Turkey our attention was called to the window. There was a dramatic moment as Soviet MiG fighter jets escorting us wing on wing. At the same time, someone told us that if we would look down we would see Noah’s Ark. I looked, there nearly half way up the rugged mountain there was a large dark boat clearly visible, it was partially covered with snow or ice. I am convinced based upon what I saw there, it was Noah’s Ark.

We have located three people who have had unique encounters with Noah’s Ark on Mount Ararat. We sought them out, not one of them is writing a book about their experience, none preaches from the pulpit. In each case their experience of seeing the Ark was very moving and highly personal.
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It was in 1973 that Ed Behling became an eyewitness to the Ark.  Ed Behling was a serviceman assigned to a defence installation located about 100 miles southwest of Mount Ararat.  Once there, he struck up a friendship with a Turkish army recruit named Mustafa.
Ed Behling, Noah’s Ark Eyewitness, says: 

I made it a goal when I left the United States to go to Turkey to see as much as I could.  Mustafa and I got along very well, and he was in the army at that time about a year.  I was talking to Mustafa and telling him how I wanted us to go up and see the Ark.  He said he had a great-uncle who knew where the Ark was, and his great-uncle was going to take us up to it, so it was kind-of exciting you know, going on an adventure.  We found ourselves at this old tent; this old camp – Mustafa’s great-uncle.  He knew it all, basically; he was the elder of all.  His uncle seemed kind-of reluctant to take us up there, but talking to Mustafa, he said I convinced him that you’re okay.

Locals who live here are very suspicious of outsiders.  Without this local connection, this visit to the Ark would have been impossible.

I asked him to take a camera, but he preferred that I didn’t.  He said Ararat is close to the Russian border and you’re American, I’m Turkish, they could cause uncomfortable situations.  Mustafa’s great-uncle took us right up the side of this great mountain and we were going around rocks, and above cliffs, and below cliffs; it was like a trail.  He knew exactly where he was going.  And I’m tired and I’m winded and...‘Oh boy when is this ever going to end, when are we going to see the Ark?  If we don’t see it pretty soon I want to go back.’  His uncle turns around and laughs at me, and he points down.  Then all of a sudden you look down and here’s this huge, awesome ship sitting below you in this fog, you know it’s almost like you picture a dream.  And there it is.  We walked down around beneath it, and we wound up, I would say, 175, 100 feet below it, because it was sitting on a shelf; a cliff, and we looked up and saw it from there.  The mouth of it, if we were looking from the end, it was basically square.  However, it was wider than it was tall.  The sides were jagged and ripped up a little bit and I could see what resembled planks.  But compared to the hill, the cliff that it was on, it still looked enormous.  It’s hard to imagine.  And I think about it in my mind’s eye and it’s still hard to imagine.

In 1943, another serviceman stationed in the Middle East was Ed Davis.  Like Ed Behling, Mr Davis was befriended by a young man, a civilian who worked for him over there named Abbas Abbas. He returned the favour by taking him up to see Noah’s Ark on Mount Ararat.
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Ed Davis, Noah's Ark Eyewitness, said:

At that particular time, you couldn’t see the Ark.  When you got where you could see it he would come back and get me.  A couple of months later he came back.  He said we can see it, let’s go.  We were all tied together, about 20 feet apart with a big rope.  I was never as cold, and wet, and hungry, and tired in my life as I was when I got up there.  They were trying to show me the Ark.  Where I was standing it looked like a big piece of blue rock.  And then we moved back and then we could see the end of it.  It was awesome.  You knew somebody was watching you; there was something going on; I don’t know how to explain the feeling, but you knew someone there...something...just a mighty power someplace present.  It was Noah’s Ark.  

Ed Davis’ overall story sounds very credible.  He was told by his guide it was the Ark.  He is convinced that what he saw in Mount Ararat was indeed the sacred Ark of Noah.  Still in hearing a story like that of Ed Davis’, it’s understanding to be skeptical of these kinds of claims.  Author and Ark researcher Larry Williams felt the same way.

Larry Williams, Publisher – Archaeologist, said:
When I heard Ed Davis’ story of Noah’s Ark, I thought not only should I investigate the story, but that I had to personally investigate Ed Davis.  I publish a newsletter for people looking for archaeological sites.  As such, I’ve travelled throughout the world investigating sites and stories.  One thing I’ve learnt is you can’t trust most of the stories.

Publisher Larry Williams meant business when he decided he wanted Ed Davis to sit for a lie detector test.  
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I went to Albuquerque in New Mexico and hired a top polygraph expert with about 15 years of experience in the police force.  I told him the Ed Davis story, and he said ‘Larry, give me half-an-hour with this guy, and I’ll break him.’  After two real intense hours the polygraph expert came back and said, ‘Larry, I can’t tell you what mountain Ed Davis was on, I can’t tell you if it was Noah’s Ark, but I’ll tell you this, Ed Davis saw a boat and Ed Davis is not lying.’ ”  
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Dr. Ahmed Ali Arslan.  Dr Arsalan is the Washington Bureau chief for a major Turkish newspaper and a former broadcaster for The Voice of America Radio Network.  But he knows Mount Ararat like few people do.  

Dr. Ahmed Ali Arsalan, U.S. Bureau Chief, Turkey:

My family lives in Ararat, the Turkish town between Mount Ararat and the former Soviet Union.  I grew up there and I climbed more than 50 times to the summit of Mount Ararat, including with the many international recognized explorers like Fernand Navara and astronaut, the late Jim Irwin.  In 1989, I climbed to the northern part of Mount Ararat which is the upper side of Ahora Gorge – the most dangerous side of Mount Ararat, covered with huge glaciers and very dangerous???  Because of my Turkish nationality, I was given permission to investigate along certain areas of Mont Ararat where the others could not go.  I went to check a certain area which had been shown in a satellite photo as a possible location of Noah’s Ark.  I was coming over the side; suddenly the ice and snow began to give way.  I ended sliding about a hundred feet; it was fortunate that I didn’t fall in the crevices otherwise I would be dead.  When I regained my footing, I noticed a hundred or 200 feet away there was a type-of structure definitely made of wood.  It shouldn’t be there; just a thousand or two thousand feet below the summit.  It almost looked like a captain’s cabin.  I immediately took my camera and shot pictures.  You can straight, flat beams and such...definitely appears a man-made structure.  My belief is that what I saw and what I took in my photographs, definitely, without question, is Noah’s Ark.
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It would be hard not to be impressed by the testimony of these eye witnesses.  They are living people whose stories can be corroborated and directly questioned; people who were all on the mountain at different times over nearly half a century, who tell a story that is remarkably the same.  So far, we have presented a number of 20th century civilian and military aerial sightings of Noah’s Ark, along with the modern-day eyewitness accounts of George Hagopian, Ed Behling, Ed Davis, and Ahmed Arsalan.  But is there one single factor that all these accounts have in common to help us actually find the Ark for the world to see?  The answer is yes – the Ark’s location on Mount Ararat.  All sightings have been on the North side of Mount Ararat above the Ahora Gorge.
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Dr. Carl Baugh, Paleoanthropologist, said:
In an August 1990 helicopter expedition around Mount Ararat, we flew over the glacier on the north-east face of the mountain.  At that time, we took this photograph of a rectangular object we believed to be the Ark of Noah. “  

So we have the photograph shot by the Carl Baugh group where the shape of an object in the glacier could be seen.  But we took that a step further, having the photograph computerised for analysis.  
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Voice of Mike Holman – Satellite Imagery Analyst:

Now we’re seeing a computer image of the primary object identified by satellite.  As we enhance the computer image of this object, we can see that the object is rectangular in shape.  This is the outline, and the object extends over a ledge.  In my opinion, this is clearly a man-made object.

Our mystery would already be solved if the Central Intelligence Agency and our Defence Department would only release the recognizance photos of spy satellite imagery of Eastern Turkey.  And why won’t they?

Dr. Paul Meier, Ararat Expedition Physician, said:

There at the Strategic Air Command are secret documents right now which have pictures of Noah’s Ark.  They’re even labelled ‘Noah’s Ark’ on the pictures.

[image: image50.png]



Gregor  Schwinghammer, Retired USAF F100 Pilot, said:

We know our government has photos and satellite imagery of that area of Noah’s Ark.  However, they probably won’t want to release that, because when they do, they’ll also disclose just how good our spy technology has become.
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Mike Holman, Satellite Imagery Analyst, said:

In this computer lab, we’re now seeing on our computer screen, Spot Satellite imagery of Mount Ararat.  This f-shaped crevice is about 15-hundred feet long and ninety feet wide.  In the middle, we see a defined object extending out of the snow over a rocky ledge.  Now in this Spot imagery close-up, we’re able to measure the size of this object.  We see here the crevice with the grey pixels defining a rocky ledge.  Extending out of the snow in this area, we see an object coming out over the ledge.  Each pixel is 32 feet, so this object is about 80 feet wide and extend out of the snow about 90 feet. According to Spot Satellite imagery and helicopter photo enhancement, this rectangular object is not part of the natural terrain.  According to military satellite information, the object is made of wood.

Now that is an impressive finding.  But there is more as we move to the second site located on the treacherous upper edge of the Ahora Gorge itself.  It is here, that experts say there is another broken portion of the Ark protruding from the glacial ice and clearly exposed as the weather permits.  It was at this site that several years ago that a Dutch TV crew travelling with astronaut James Irwin took the most amazing photograph.
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Jan vanden Bosch – Dutch National Television:       
“On a plane with Jim Irwin on board, flying around the Ararat Mountain and then flying around the Ahora Gorge; on that particular spot, we did see an object sticking out of the snow cap.  It looked like the Ark of Noah.  We really got excited but out time of flying was running out; we had to go back to our base.  But some of us were really convinced that this could well be the Ark of Noah.  So on that very last expedition ever made, that got all the permissions of the Turkish government, finally, that afternoon, we think we saw Noah’s Ark.”

James Irwin didn’t want to announce the startling discover until he could mount a ground expedition to film at the site.  Sadly, Irwin died before he could return to Mount Ararat.  Astronaut James Irwin’s space explorations will be remembered for generations, and thanks to him and Dutch national television, the world has been provided this most amazing photograph.  Perhaps Irwin’s personal spiritual quest to find Noah’s Ark has been fulfilled as well.
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