Question: 
I study the different teachings of salvation in the different Churches. So I studied our concept of salvation. I have some questions on it. 
- Does our church believe in the created and uncreated energies of God.
 If so, what is the difference between our concept and the concept of the eastern orthodox churches?
Could you please refer to this questions and on the subject of idea of deification and the controversies with Father Mattas Teachings. Can I read his books in German and English?

Answer:
1. Energy of God in His relation with "the creation" is given by the will of God and cannot be God as written in the Holy Scriptures: 
"…according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began" (2 Tim 1: 9).
"But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills"  (1Co  12 : 11).
"In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will" (Eph 1: 11).
"according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Eph 3: 11).

2. Grace is distributed and cannot be God: 
"There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another [different] kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills"  (1Co  12 :  4-11).
The Son is born not by the will of the Father but naturally. Arius said that he is born by the will of the Father and Saint Athanasius responded to that clearly refusing his heretical teachings. 
St. Athanasius in distinguishing between the generation of the Son according to nature and the creative power which is according to will wrote the following: 
“For if He be not Son, neither is He Image. But if there be not a Son, how then say you that God is a creator? since all things that come to be are through the Word and in Wisdom, and without This nothing can be, whereas you say He hath not That in and through which He makes all things. For if the Divine Essence be not fruitful itself, but barren, as they hold, as a light that lightens not, and a dry fountain, are they not ashamed to speak of His possessing framing energy? and whereas they deny what is by nature, do they not blush to place before it what is by will? But if He frames things that are external to Him and before were not, by willing them to be, and becomes their Maker, much more will He first be Father of an Offspring from His proper Essence. For if they attribute to God the willing about things which are not, why recognize they not that in God which ties above the will? now it is a something that surpasses will, that He should be by nature, and should be Father of His proper Word.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  N & P.N. Fathers, Vol. IV, Athanasius, Four Discourses Against the Arians, Discourse II :2, p. 349.] 

He also wrote:
“Son implies something proper to His and truly from the blessed and everlasting Essence; But what is from His will, comes into consistence from without, and is framed through His proper Offspring.”[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  N & P.N. Fathers, Vol. IV, Athanasius, Four Discourses Against the Arians, Discourse II :2, p. 349.] 

That the Son is begotten by nature but the creation is according to will St. Athanasius wrote:
“His own Word begotten from Him by nature, concerning Him He did not counsel beforehand; for in Him the Father makes, in Him frames, other things whatever He counsels; as also James the Apostle teaches, saying, ‘Of His own will begat He us with the Word of truth’ (Jm 1:18).  Therefore the Will of God concerning all things, whether they be begotten again or are brought into being at the first, is in His Word in whom He both makes and begets again what seems right to Him.”[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  N & P.N. Fathers, Vol. IV, Athanasius, Four Discourses Against the Arians, Discourse III: 61, p. 427] 

St. Athanasius also wrote:
“A man by counsel builds a house, but by nature he begets a son; and what is in building began to come into being at will, and is external to the maker; but the Son is proper offspring of the Father’s essence, and is not external to him; wherefore neither does he counsel concerning him, lest he appear to counsel about himself. As far then as the Son transcends the creature, by so much does what is by nature transcend the will.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  N & P.N. Fathers, Vol. IV, Athanasius, Four Discourses Against the Arians, Discourse III: 62, p. 427.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Again he wrote:
“It is by nature that He is good, much more is He, and more truly, Father of the Son by nature and not by will.”[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  N & P.N. Fathers, Vol. IV, Athanasius, Four Discourses Against the Arians, Discourse III: 62, p. 428.] 
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