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To His Holiness Shenouda III
Pope of Alexandria and
Patriarch of the See of St Mark

Ever since the beginning of my ministry as Bishop of Rome and
Pope of the Catholic Church, I have often been in communion in prayer
and thought with Your Holiness, asking the Lord to enlighten us so that
we may be faithful collaborators in the accomplishment of his will. The
reality of brotherhood in Christ impels me to assure you that I feel
deeply part of your joy and your sorrows.

I am happy to learn that the grace of God has borne new fruit
among Christians of the Near East in their search for unity. The
agreement signed on 12 February 1988 by Your Holiness, His Beatitude
the Patriarch Stephanos II, the Apostolic Pro Nuncio Archbishop
Giovanni Moretti, and Father Pierre Duprey, together with several
bishops, priests, and Egyptian lay péople, resumes the essential content
of the one signed on 10 May 1973 by Your Holiness and my predecessor
Pope Paul VI. It was useful to give to this agreement a simpler and more
popular form in order to make it accessible to all the faithful in Egypt.

The Christological agreement signed on 19 November 1987 by Your
Holiness and the heads of the Orthodox Churches in the Near East is also
an important event. A new step has thus been taken by Churches of the
Apostolic tradition present in the Near East to overcome the
Christological divergence that was among the reasons for division in the
past. And so today the Christians of the Near East are no longer divided



[image: image2.jpg]in confessing their faith in the mystery of the Incarnate Word of God,
"the person of Christ who, being God of God, the only begotten Son of
the Father, became truly man, and fully assumed our human nature
without losing or diminishing or changing His divine nature. Being
perfect God, he became perfect man without confusion, without
separation”, as is rightly expressed in the declaration you signed on 19
November 1987.

In affirming together our faith in Christ, true God and true man,
we become ever more strongly aware of the life as children of God which
we received in baptism. "We were buried therefore with him by baptism
into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, we too might walk in newness of life" (Rom 6:4).

We must bear witness to this common baptism in our world since
we believe that it is the "one baptism for the forgiveness of sins" (Nicene
Creed) and especially because it is a baptism that we recognize
reciprocally. ¢

During these days when the feast of Pentecost is still fresh in our
minds, 1 pray that the Holy Spirit will enlighten our Churches and guide
them "into all the truth" (Jn 16:13), and I assure Your Holmess of my
warm good wishes in Christ our Lord.
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From the Vatican, 30 May 1988




