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Joint International Commission for dialogue between the
Coptic Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church

Monastery of St. Bishoy
April 18-24, 1991

PRESS-COMMUNIQUE

B The Joint International Commission between the Coptic
Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church held its seventh
session at Amba Bishoy Monastery from April 18 to 24, 1991 as
guest .of His Holiness, Pope Shenouda III, who presided the
opening session by leading the prayers and addressing the
members. Among the distinguished guests who also visited and
spoke to the Commission were His Beatitude, Stephanos II, the
Catholic Coptic Patriarch, and Apostolic Pro-Nuncio, His
Excellency Archbishop Antonio Magnoni. The session were
presided over by His Grace, Metropolitan Bishoy of Dammiet,
General Secretary of the Holy Synod of the Coptic Orthodox
Church and His Excellency, Bishop Pierre Duprey, Secretary of
the Vatican Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity.

The Commission, established in 1874 by His Holiness Pope
Paul VI and His Holiness Pope Shenouda III, has among its
objectives to foster theological dialogue and practical
relations which will help both Churches to grow in deeper
mutual understanding and love towards each other which can
lead - with the assistance of the grance of the Holy Spirit -
to re-establishing full communion in faith and sacramental
life between the Apostolic Churches of Rome and Alexandria.

Prolonged discussions were held concerning both Chruches
beliefs about "the situation of the departed Christians”
souls after death”. Although the Coptic Orthodox Church does
not accept the doctrine of Purgatory, vet many important
points on the other aspects of the discussed subject were
recognised and expressed in the statement of the Commission.
The results of this study are now being submitted to the
authorities of both Churches for their consideration and
action.



[image: image2.jpg]In addition, the Commission continued its dialogue
concerning the Holy Trinity, and in particular the procession
of the Holy Spirit. Papers from both sides were discussed
and the dialogue is continuing.

The meeting also provided a good opportunity to consi-
der concrete problems which continue to exist between
our Churches. A new Joint Local Pastoral Committee was
established and asked to study those problems which
still cause friction between our Churches and people
and to propose solutions to the Church authorities. In
55¥%§gll_1x_5hguld,§lm to encourage the development of
better relations in many areas of the local life of our
Churches. As an aid to its work, it was strongly re-
commended to the Local Committee that it review the
activities, recommendations and decisions taken in the
past since the start of the dialogue. Furthermore, the
Joint Internatioral Commission will remain in contact
with the Local Committee to offer it recommendations and
encourage its work.

The next meeting of the Joint International Commission
is scheduled to be held February 24-29,1992.
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