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Final Text

Text for the use of the members of the Commission only, not for publication

Joint International Commission
between the Coptic Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church
(Monastery of Amba Bishoi, October 8th, 1988)

1. ELEMENTS OF AGREEMENT

155 Both Churches pray for the dead deriving this from the Holy
Scriptures and the liturgical traditions of our Churches.

2 The basis for this prayer is our common belief in the communion
of saints who are the one Body of the Lord Jesus Christ.

3. Our Saviour, Jesus Christ, the Head of this Body, through His
Cross has redeemed the world from sins, by his own blood.

4. Because of this, we pray for the departed, particularly by
offering the Eucharist on their behalf, so that the Lord may
grant them rest and comfort, the forgiveness of sins and mercy
on the Day of Judgement.

5. . Just as we are accustomed to submit the various situations
of the members of the Church - e.g. birth, baptism, marriage,
illness, etc - to the Lord to be blessed, so we submit the
deceased to the merciful hands of God.

6. These prayers are also meant for the community, comforting
the relatives and inspiring all to repent and be prepared for
their own death.

75 We both agree that there is no opportunity for repentance after
death.

8. A1l forgiveness of sin, whether in this world or in the next,
is due only to the redemptive sacrifice of the Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ which is present and active in the Eucharist and
is acting in the 1life of the Church to fulfil this forgiveness
in each member.

9. Without repentance, there is no forgiveness of personal sins.

10. Both Churches agree that the souls after death are awaiting
for the resurrection of the body and the universal judgement
by Christ coming in glory. .Only after this judgement, the beatitu-
de will be complete. With resurrection we will be granted the
new heavenly nature enabling us to inherit the everlasting
kingdom of heaven.
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IT. ELEMENTS FOR GUIDING THE DISCUSSION OF POINTS OF DESAGREEMENT

The distinction between what has been defined by the Catholic
Church concerning purgatory and the many theological speculations
and devotional practices which have developed around the doctrine,
is of extreme importance in carrying on the dialogue between
our two Churches in this matter.

Each Church must explain clearly what is its understanding
about the situation of the believer between death and the final
coming of Christ with the resurrection and Jjudgement.

We should always remain aware that the afterlife, as a part
of the mystery of our salvation, has not yet been fully manifest-
ed to us: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of
man conceived what the Lord has prepared for those who Tove
him", as Paul reminds us (cf. 1 Cor 2,9). Therefore, intellectual
efforts or human imagination cannot be precise, can often be
dangerously misleading and should be engaged in with great
restraint and in fidelity to the Holy Scriptures and the authentic
tradition of our Churches (cf. Rom =127 331 iConal3; - 125 ] John
3,2). Particularly, speculation about places and times in the
intermediary period between the death of the believers and
the day of their resurrection should be avoided. We have no
precise experience nor idea about the meaning of space and
time in relation to the soul separated from the body.

On both sides there will be prepared further reactions to the
studies already presented at the current meeting of the Commis-
sion.
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PRESENTATION OF THE POINTS SPECIFIC TO THE COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH

The Coptic Orthodox Church does not accept the doctrine of purgatory,
since it has no support from neither the Holy Scriptures nor
the ecumenical church tradition. Ecumenical councils and christian
creed never mentioned anything about purgatory.

We believe that the righteous souls go directly to Paradise,
as an awaiting place to rest in comfort with the Lord ("....Today
shalt thou be with me", Luke 23: 43), until these souls go to
the everlasting glories of the heavenly Kingdom (1 Cor 2: 9).
Therefore we do not believe in detainment of souls, fire, pains
and torments in purgatory. 3

Purification leading to improvement - in our belief - can not
happen in the awaiting period between death and resurrection,
because there is no opportunity for repentance after death,
and no purification can be achieved without repentance. That
is why, we do not believe in purifying pains after death...

No purification can be achieved through punishments, but only
by repentance.

The iconography of purgatory with purifying painful fire, with
its deep implications on the Church members opening the door
for all the negative teaching of purgatory, is against our
belief.

The silence or the reserve of the Catholic Church concerning
some aspects of purgatory, like the concept of fire and the
expiating value of pains and torments after death, opens the
door for wrong teaching against the sufficiency of the Lord's
Redemption and the other exaggerated teachings as regards purga-
tory prevailing now in some seminary text books, Church books,
Catechisms, other instruments of instruction and artistic repre-
sentations. Although the Second Vatican Council in its statement
concerning this issue urges. "all concerned to work hard to prevent
or correct any abuses, excesses, or defects which may have
crept in here or there" (Lumen Gentium, n. 51), yet the Council
did not define these things. We are sorry because we are not
aware until now that an effective plan was put and implemented
so far to correct these faults. This correction needs much
time, hence a quick action and edifying teaching.
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We do not beljeve that church punishment need to be completed
after death since the aim was to provoke repentance and there
is no repentance after death.

We do not believe in forgivenesses (indulgences) granted by any
type of prayers' repetitions or visiting certain places of
saints in certain occasions. Forgiveness is based on repentance.

No saints have surplusses to grant for the forgiveness of others'
sins; the intercessions of the sajnts being non expiating.

Man cannot satisfy the Divine Jjustice, neither in this world,
nor after death. The Divine Justice was satisfied only by the
atonement of our Lord on the Cross.

The Judgement of God is proclaimed after the second advent
of our Lord. There is only one final Jjudgement for both the
righteous and the evil (Mt 25: 31-46; John 5: 28-39; Mt~ 16:

27 and’ 13: 38-41; Jude 110515020 Cor 5: 10; Rev. 20: 11-15),
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The Catholic Church believes that, immediately after death,
the souls of the saints enjoy the beatifying vision of
the Triune God, whereasthe souls of the confirmed sinners
are deprived of this vision. Although both these immediate

retributions are often called "particylar Judgement", they

do not suppose any act of trial similar to the Judgement
of the Last Day. The beatifying vision of the Triune God
is what Catholics call Paradise or Kingdom of Heaven. They
also believe, however, that the bliss of the saints remains
incomplete until their souls are united to the risen and
glorified body.

By the doctrine of the purgatory, the Catholic Church means
that the soul of a faithful departed truly penitent and
in charity which confirms it in the Jjustice of God, but
still bearing in itself the consequences of 1its past sins
is purified after death from these consequences by purifying
pains. This is the teaching of the Councils of Lyons, Florence
and Trent concerning purgatory, teachings which also state
that the intercessions of the living faithful - the sacrifice
of the Mass, prayers, alms etc. - are profitable for these
deceased.

Anything else is theological speculation or devotional
practice which have often imagined these purifying pains
in terms of a place of fire and torments, of periods of
suffering of more or less time, inflicted to complete the
demands of divine justice. The sobriety in teaching and
practice so strongly recommended by the Council of Trent
- and repeated in the recent Vatican Council - were not
always oberved in popular teaching, in seminary text books,
in catechisms and other instruments of instruction and
artistic presentation and emphasis was often given to
aspects which are not part of the defined Catholic faith.
Furthermore, sometimes a false impression was given that the
unicity and sufficiency of the redemptive work of Christ
was obscured.

In considering the purifying pains mentioned by the Councils,
it seems better that they be conceived as the painful recogni-
tion the soul takes of the consequences of its past
sins, which, though repented of during life, still impede
it from the fulness of its happiness before God as well
as its perfect communion with the saints. This suffering
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is essentially different from the pains of hell because it
is borne out of love of God and is lightened by the hope.

68 By "purification", the Catholic Church does not mean any
completion of the objective redemptive act of Christ, which
has been unique andsufficient once and for all. The Church
means, rather, that its prayer may obtain from God that
all traces or consequences of sin may be removed from the
soul, so that it may be fully restored to the image and
likeness of God.

(8th October, 1988)




