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SECRETARIATUS E Civiate Vatcana, die [3th January 1980.
AD CHRISTIANORUM UNITATEM FOVENDAM

Pro. N. 146 /86/e

(I responsione fiac mencio huius numeri)

His Holiness SHENOUDA III,
Pope of Alexandria
and Patriarch of the See of Mark,

Your Holiness,

I greet you in the love of Our Lord.

As T told you in my letter of 9th December 1985, the Extra-
ordinary Synod which was held from 14th November until 8th December
of the same year confirmed and launched anew both the pastoral orienta-
tion and the will for dialogue which were characteristic ot the Second
Vatican Council. On behalf of the Holy Father I would like to thank
you for sending an observer-delegate from your Church to this important
meeting. The presence of His Excellency Amba Boula bore eloquent
witness to the Synod Fathers, and to our Church generally, of Your
Holiness's desire to pursue dialogue and to deepen those fraternal
relations that were inaugurated by your historic visit to Rome from
4th - 10th May 1973 and by the publication of the declaration that
you and Pope Paul VI signed on that occasion.

In the wake of these memorable events, the Joint Commission
of our two Churches worked out a set of Principles for guiding the
search for unity between the Catholic Church and the Coptic Orthodox
Church together with the appropriate Protocol. A1l of this had to
be approved, then, by our two Churches. To show the importance you
give these documents, a copy of them, bearing your own signature,
was presented to the Holy Father during his visit to Austria in 1983
by His Excellence Amba Athanasios, bishop of Béni-Suif. During his
visit to you from 20th - 23rd May 1985, you expressed to Father Duprey
your desire to have a similar copy bearing the signature of His Holiness
Pope John Paul II. It is now my pleasure to enclose it for you.

In appending his signature to this document the Holy Father
has once again demonstrated the particular concern he has for the
search for full communion between our two Churches and the confidence
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in that regard which he places both in Your Holiness's wise and diligent
pastoral care and in the application by our two Churches of the di-
rectives contained in that document.

His Holiness Pope John Paul II was very happy to learn
that you have had the "Common Declaration" which was signed by yourself
and Pope Paul VI in 1973, as well as the "Principles" and "Protocol"
translated into Arabic and distributed to the bishops of your Synod.
Tt is also important that the faithful in both our Churches be kept
informed of the progress made in our relations and of the steps we
envisage taking together. The Holy Father also asked me where we
were with regard to our draft declaration of "Purification of Memories'.
When Amba Arsanios, bishop of Minia, visited us on your behalf in
September 1984, to strengthen relations between our two Churches,
he asked that such a draft be prepared. The text reached you a few
days before Fr. Duprey's visit and you told him that you would let
us have your reactions after you had studied it. May I stress to
Your Holiness the importance of your communicating your reactions
to us so that we can proceed, without delay to an agreed text, incor-
porating any modifications that you would wish made. The purification
of spirits and hearts, in erasing from the memories of our Churches

everything which in the past has frustrated charity -- most especially
the anathemas which have weighed so heavily on our rclations —- will
have immediate consequences such as will enable us to inaugurate a
new and important stage in our path towards full communion. This

is why the Holy TFather looks forward anxiously but confidently to
being able to sign this declaration with you, so that it may be pro-
claimed for the glory of Cod and the good of the whole Church.

When Your Holiness communicates your reactions, it will
be possible to work out in detail the method of proclamation of the
document and to enter upon a new stage of our dialogue, collaboration
and fraternal relations which look towards unity, a stage which is

already envisaged in the Protocol signed by Your Holiness and the
Holy Father.

We also await the list of members that you wish to nominate
to the joint commission for dialogue who will work with the Catholic
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members whose names Fr.- Duprey communicated to you during his last

visit.

With you I count on "the power of God, who has saved
us and called us to be holy -- not because of anything we ourselves
have done but for his own purpose and by his own grace" (2 Tim. I, 8-9).

and I pray that he will bless our efforts to do his will.

I proffer, Your Holiness, my respectful greetings in Our

Ty

Johannes Cardinal Willebrands
President

Lord,





