The Assumption 
of the Body and soul of St. Mary

By Metropolitan Bishoy

Primarily and formally declared on 1950 by Pope Pius XII of Rome, the assumption of the body and soul of St. Mary, her ascension to the Kingdom of Heaven, and her sitting at the right hand of the Lord Christ, subsequently became one of the official doctrines of the Catholic Church.  Pope Pius declared that Mary, “having completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul to heavenly glory and exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things, so that she might be the more fully conformed to her Son, the Lord of lords and conqueror of sin and death”… "The doctrine of the Assumption of Mary into heaven flows from and completes the concept of her Immaculate Conception"
.
Herewith, we give the following brief responses to this new doctrine:

First: It is written in the Epistle to the Hebrews, that the Lord Christ is the High Priest who ascended to the Heavens: “For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens” (Heb 7:26).  This verse shows clearly that the Lord Christ ascended into the Heavens, and remains there from that time until this day. The reason given is that He is the High Priest. Therefore He said, “It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you” (Jn 16:7).

Second:  The Lord Christ ascended to the Heavens, now to appear in the presence of God for us: “For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us” (Heb 9:24).  Also, “Now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself” (Heb 9:26).  From this is it clear that the Lord Christ has ascended higher than the Heavens (see Heb 7:26), to appear in the presence of God the Father for us, to intercede for us always, a propitiating advocacy for the forgiveness of sin. Our teacher St. John the apostle writes, “If anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins” (1 Jn 2:1-2).

But, what will the Virgin be doing there, in the Holy of Holies in Heaven?  Our teacher St. Paul the Apostle says: “Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man (Heb 8: 1-2).

How could the Virgin enter the place into which no human nature has entered (one of the Liturgy fractions), except only Jesus Christ, Who has entered the Holy of Holies, as the High Priest used to enter the Holy of Holies in the temple once a year?  Therefore it is written, “So Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation” (Heb 9:28). Again, “But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God” (Heb 10:12).  
Does Virgin Mary have that high priesthood in order to enter therein?

It is written that the Lord Christ offered Himself once for all. The apostle writes: “This He did once for all when He offered up Himself” (Heb 7:27) and, “With His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption” (Heb 9:12).
Third: The Lord Christ entered the Heavenly Kingdom as a forerunner for us, as He told His disciples, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also” (Jn 14:3).  St. Paul the Apostle confirmed this meaning by saying: “entering into that within the veil, where Jesus is entered as forerunner for us, become for ever a high priest according to the order of Melchisedec” (Heb 6:19-20). How can He be a forerunner if there is someone with Him?!
Do these expressions apply to Virgin Mary?  Has the Lord Christ prepared a place for her?  Will He come and take her to Himself?  Will she rise with the rest of humanity, considering that the Lord Christ is “The firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor 15:20)?  This is what we will examine in the upcoming point.

Forth:  It was written of the Lord Christ: “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming” (1 Cor 15:22-23).  
Is the Virgin Christ’s, or is she not Christ’s?  And, is Christ the true firstfruits? Does He have supplements? (Does Christ have supplements, like a Hotel that erects small adjacent buildings to it, giving them titles: A, B, and C?) 
St. Paul the Apostle also wrote about the resurrection of the dead said, “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed” (1 Cor 15:51-52). This verse means no exceptions, all will be changed -the dead and the living- at the coming of the Lord at the last trumpet. Therefore he said, we shall all be changed, not excepting any of the people.  He preceded in the same chapter of the same Epistle and said that Christ is the firstfruits, and then those who are Christ’s at His coming. 
Thus, he gave only two categories: the firstfruits, which is Christ alone; and those who are Christ’s at His coming, of whom the apostle said that they will all be changed, including Virgin Mary, the bride who is the pride of the church and all humanity.

What becomes of us on the day of the heavenly wedding feast without the Virgin?  And if she has entered into the Kingdom, then how could the church, the bride of Christ, appear before Christ without Virgin Mary?  Is it fitting for this wedding festival to occur without the beloved Bride and bright never-changing blossom?

The doctrine of the assumption of the body of Virgin Mary, after her resurrection from the dead, before the coming of the Lord, by which many wished to honor Virgin Mary is a doctrine that separates between the Virgin and the church, degrading the Virgin, and depriving her of the beautiful wedding festival, of which St. Paul the Apostle said, “The last enemy that will be destroyed is death…that God may be all in all” (1 Cor 15:26-28).

Would the Virgin ascend into Heaven without being celebrated, and even if it is said that the angels made celebrations for her, how could the church not witness this festival?  How could she not be honored before the saints who loved her and asked for her intercessions?  How could Heaven not celebrate the entrance of its Bride the Virgin? 

An illustration: like a groom who comes and asks to marry a young lady, then he takes her directly to his house without anyone knowing, and without any celebrations...

The first time the Lord entered into Heaven, He entered with the salvation of humanity, as a victorious King over the kingdom of Satan, and the angels celebrated His entry. Similar to a king whose son is the commander-in-chief of the army, returning victorious over his enemies –he is celebrated with great pomp.  On another occasion his wedding feast is celebrated. The first celebration is for Christ’s victory over the kingdom of Satan, while the second is His wedding feast to the church whom He enters into the bosom of the Father.  
Will the Virgin have a solo celebration attended by no one?  None of the Patriarchs, the saints, or the martyrs?  And on the Last Day, those who are entering the Kingdom enter with Christ, while she does not?  
Moreover, this concept would lead to many problems:

1- In His Second Coming, will He bring her with Him?  
2- If He is brings her with Him, this means that He will take her out of the Kingdom again.  
3- If He brings her with Him, then He will seat her on His right, and on His right she will share with Him in the Judgment?  
4- Our Lord Jesus Christ said to His deciples, “When the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel” (Mat 19:28), then  should there be thirteen thrones, not twelve!  
5- If the twelve apostles will judge the twelve tribes of Israel, then what will the Virgin do?  What will she do, she does not have that high priesthood like the apostles in order to judge the twelve tribes.
6- Will she intercede?  Intercede for whom, it is too late, “For the great day of His [the lamb] wrath has come” (Rev 6:17).  
On the surface, saying that the virgin ascended into heavens seems to be for her glorification, but in truth it takes away from the Virgin’s status, and degrades her.

Fifth:  When St. John witnessed the heavenly scene of God’s throne in the Revelation, he saw the throne of the Father, surrounded by the four incorporeal creatures, the twenty-four priests, and amid the throne a Lamb standing as if slain, and all cried out: “Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever,” (Rev 5:13) many angels were around the throne, and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands (see Rev. 5:11).  Amid this wonderful scene St. John did not observe St. Mary, in spite of the fact that it took place by the end of the first century, and after the death of Virgin Mary by about 60 years or more.  If she has ascended into heaven and sat on the right hand of God then why didn’t he see her?
In conclusion, we say that the psalm did not ignore this fact when it said, of the ascension of the Lord Christ and His entry into the Heavens, after taking the image of man and after being victorious over Satan, fulfilling redemption: “Lift up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up, you everlasting doors! And the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, The Lord mighty in battle.  He is the King of glory” (Ps 24: 7-10).  
This dialogue took place between the guardian angels of the Kingdom’s gates and the angels who accompanied the Lord Christ in His ascension to Heaven. Thus, the everlasting doors were lifted up for the almighty Lord to enter into the place into which no human has entered (as mentioned in one of the fractions of the Liturgy). In other words, the angels would not open the doors until the other angels respond to them that this is The Lord strong and mighty, The Lord mighty in battle.  He is the King of glory! Does this apply to the Virgin St. Mary?
Furthermore, there is an argument that uses the following verse: “At Your right hand stands the queen” (Ps 45: 9), saying that this proves that the queen is now on His right hand. However, most of the prophecies are written in the same way, regardless of the tense by which they are written. For example, “They pierced My hands and My feet; I can count all My bones. They look [and] stare at Me.  They divide My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots” (Ps 22: 16-18). Does this mean that all this happened to David when he wrote them? Or, that these were prophecies about the Messiah that were later fulfilled at His crucifixion?
Finally, the faith of our Coptic Orthodox Church is that the body of St. Mary was carried to heaven and is kept there, while her soul is with Christ in paradise in the highest position. St. Paul said, “having a desire to depart and be with Christ” (Phi  1:23), and our Lord said to the thief on the right, “today you will be with Me in Paradise” (Luk  23:43). Thus, all the saints are in paradise with Christ and the queen is with them awaiting the wedding festival of the whole church to her groom.
”
� Alan Schreck, The Essential Catholic Catechism, Charis Servant Publications, Ann Arbor, Michigan, p.362-363.
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