[image: image1.png]Chrtstoiogical convictions of the 1wo sides vere expressed. This scatement
after cerlatn modifications, was adopted hy the Joint Commission for
(ransmssion to our churches, for therr approval and as an expression lac
our common faifh, an the wiy fo restoration of full communton between

the tw families of Churches. The statement follows :

Agreed statement

Ve have inhecited from our fathers in Cheist the one sposiolic
faith and tradition, though as churches e have been seperated from
sach other for centuries. As two families of Octhodox Churches long out
of communion with cach other we now pray and trust in God to restore
that communion on the basis of the common Apostolic faith of the undi-
vided church of the first centurics Which we confess in our Common
Creed. What follows 15 @ simple reverent statement of what we do believe,
on ouc way to estore communion between our two familtes of Orthodox
Ghurches.
Throughout cvr discusstons we have found ouc common geound {o
the formula of our common Fatber, Se.Cyril, of Alexandria : mia physts (hypostasis)
tou Theou Logou sesa and in his dictom that " it i sufficient
Tor the confesslon of suc true and lrreproachable faith to say and to
confess thot the Holy Virgin s Theotokss (Hom © 15. <f. Ep. 39} "

Great indecd is the vonderful mystery of the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, one Teue God, one ousta in thrte hypostases ot three prosopa.
Blessed be the Name of the locd our God, for ever and ever.

Geeat indeed 13 alsa the Snelfeble mystery of the Incarnatian of
our Lord fesus Chetst, for us and for our salvation

The Logos, eternally consubstantial with the Father and the Holy
Spixic tn M Divinity, has in these last days, become Incarnate of the
Holy Spiclt and Blessed Virgin Macy Theotokos, and thus became man.
comsubstantlal with us 1n His humanity but without sin. e is true God
and tcus tan at the same time, peefect in Ms Divinity, perfect in Hls
humanicy. Because the one she bore in her womb wasat the same time

fully wed as well as fully tuman we call the Blessed Viegin Theotokos.

When we speak of the one composite (symihetos) hypostasts of our
Lord Jasus Christ, we do mot say that in Him & divine hypestesis and

ame together, It is that the one erecnal
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Communigue
Joint Commission of the Theological Dialogue

betwesn the Octhodox. Church and the Oriental Orthodex Churches

Canba Bishoy Monastery, Bgypt)
20 - 24 June, 1969

The secand mesting of the joint Commission of the Theological Dizlogue
between the Orthodox Chucch and the Oriental Orthodox Churches took place
at the Anba Bishei Monastery (n Wadi-El-Natcoun, Ggypt from June 20th to
2un, 1989,

The sficial representatives of the two fomilics of chucches of the
Orthodox Churches met In an atmosphers of warm cardiality and christian
beothechond for four days at the guest house cf the Patviarchal residence
at the Monastery, and experienced the geacious hospitality and kindness
of the Coptic Drthodox Pope and Patriarch of Alexandzia and his church

His daliness Pope and Patriacch Shenouds addrassed the opening
sestion of the meeting and appesled fo the Participants  find a way

fo cestore communtan between the two fomlies of Courches. The participants
also teavelled to Caica 1o Msten to the weekly address of Pope Shenouds

to thousands of the faithrul in the Grest Cathedral of Cairo. Fope Shenouda
also veceived the pacticipants at his cesidence Jater.

The tventy theee pasticipants came from (hicteanth counteics and
cepresented 13 chucches, [ list of pacticipants attached ), The main

item for considecation vas the ceport of the Joint Sub-Conmittse of six
thealoglans an the problems of ferminology and interpretation of Cheisto-
logical dogmas today. The meetings were co-chaired by His Emincoce
Neteopalitan Damaskings of Switzerland and His Grace Blshop Bishoi af
Damietie. In his response to Pops Shenouds Metropolitan Damaskinos appealed
to che psrticipants to oveccome difficulties caused by differsnces of
formulation. Words should serve and express the essence, Which is our
common sesrch for restoration of full conmunion. " This division is an

anomaly, a bleeding wound in the bady of Ghrist, a wound which

according to His vill thet we bumbly secve, must De healed
A small drafting zrovp composed of Metropolttan Paulos Mar Gregocios

of New Delnt, Professor Viassioe Phidas, Prof, Fr. Jahn Romanides, Prof.

Oimitrolf, and Mr. Jaseph Moris Faltas peoduced a briel statement of

£aith based on the repoct of the joint subcommitize, ln which the common
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hybostasis of the Second Person of the trinity has assumed our created
Ruman nature in that act uniting it with his own uncreated divine naturs,
to form an inseparably and unconfusedly united real divine-human being,
the natures being distinguished from each other in contemplation (theorts)
only

The nypostasis of the Logos before the incarnatian, even with ils
divine nature, is of course nol composite . The same hypostasts, s distinct
fcom natuce, of the lncamate Logos, is not composite either. The unique
theandric person (prosopon) of Jesus Cheist s one eternal hypostasis
Who has assumed human nature by the Incarnation. 5o we call that
hypostasia composite, on account of the matures which ave wnfted to form
one composite unity. It is not the case that owe Fathers used physis
and bygostasis alvays interchangeably and confused the one with the
other. The term hypostasis can be vsed to denote both the person s
distinct feom nature, and also the persan with the natuce, for a hypostasis

never in fact exists without a nature.

1L is the same hypostasts of the Second Person of the Teinity,
eternally begotien from the Father who fn these last days became 2 buman
being and was bocn of the Blessed Vicgin. This is the mystery of the
hypostatic union we confess in hunble adoration - the real union of the
divioe with the human, with all the properties and functions of the
uncreated divine natuce, including natural will and nataral enecgy,
insepacably and unconfusedly united Vith the created buman nature vith
all sts properties and functions. including natural wiIt and natural
eneegy. 1t is the Loges Incarnate who is the subject of all the willing

and acting of Jesus Christ.

Wie agree in condemning the Nestorian and the Eutychian heresies.
We neither separate nor divide the human nature in Christ fram His
divine natare, nor do we think that the former was absocbed in the
latter and thus ceased to exist.

The fout adverbs used to qualify the mystery of the hypostatic
unton belong to our common tradition - without commiagling for confusior)
(asyngehytés) , without change (airepiss), without separation (achoristds)
and without divisten (ads ). Those among us who speak of two
natures in Christ. do not thereby deny theic insepacable, tadivisible
union; those among us Who speak of one united divine-human nature
§ Cheist do not thereby deny the continuing dyoamic presence in Christ
of the divine and the human, without change, without cg nan
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[image: image4.png]Que mutual agreement is oot limited (o Christology. but encom=
passes the whale faith of the one undivided chueh of the sacly
centuries. ke are agreed also in our undecstanding of the Person and
Work of Gad the uly Spicit, who peoceeds from the Father alone. and
is alvays adored with the Father and ihe Son

The Jofnc Commisstan also appainted a Joint Sub—Committee for
Pastoral Problems betveen chucches of the two fantlies, composed of the

following ten parsons.

- etropeliten Domaskings.  CoPresdent, S officio
- Cishop Bishey Co-Prasdent Ex oficio
© Pror. iassios Phidas Conseccetary, Ex orfets

Blshop Wescob Krikorten Co-saccetacy, Ex olficio

- Wetzopotitan Georges Khodr of M Liban
- Netropolitan Petros of Axum
- Peol. Gotevic  (Serbla)

- Prof. De. K. N. George. (India)
- Anominee of Patclarch Ignattus Zakks lvas of Syria.
- Metropotitan Gregorios af Shoa.

This joint Sub-Comnittee will have its First meeting fcom December Sth
to%th in Anba Bishol Momastery and will prepace & report far Mie next
meeting of the Joint Commission

Tt was also decided that the next mesting of the Joint Commission
would e held v September 1990 at Chambésy, Geneva, to consider :

al The ceport of the Joint Subcommittes on Pastoral Prablems.

B) Coneiliar formulations and anathemas. (Rev. Peaf. john S. Romamdes,
He

©) Historical factors. (Peof. Vlassias Phidas, Kev, Farher Tadros Y.
Halaty) .

) [ntecpratation of Chrlstological dogmas today. (detrapolatan Georges

dc. Paulos tar Greogarios).

Khodr of Wt Liban, Bishop Mesrob Krikarian, and Mr. Joseph Moris).
&) Fatuce steps.

It was also decided that the same of the Joint Commission would
be Joint Commtssion of the Orthodox Church and the Orlental Orthedox
Churches
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