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COMMUNIQUE

Following the mandate of their Churches, the Joint Commission for the
Dialogoe between the Orthodox Charch and the Orieatal Orthodox Churches held
their fourth meeting at the Orthodox Centre of the Ecumenical Patriarchate at
Chambésy, Geneva, Switzerland between 15 November 1993 to consider the
procedure for the restoration of fll communion.

The official represeatatives of the two Orthodox farales of Churehes and
their advisors met in an atmosphets of prayer and warm, cordial, Chrstian
brotherly love. They experienced the gracious and generous hospitality of His
Holiness Patriarch Bartholomaios 1, through His Eminence Metropolitan
Damaskinos. of Switzerland, in the Orthodox Centte of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate,

The 30 participants (see the List of partcipants) came from  Albania,
Austtia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland, Greeoe, India,
Lebanon, Poland, Romania, Russia, Switzetland, Syria, United Kingdom and
USA

‘The plenary meetings of the Joint Commission were co-chaired by His
Emincnce Metropolitan Damaskinos of Switzerland and His Eminence
Metropolitan Bishoy of Damistte. His Eminence Metropoitan Damaskinos in bis
inaugural address explained the procedure which was to be followed and stressad
that "The present Meeiing of the Full Joint Theological Commission for the
Dialogue between the Orthodox Charch and the Oriental Orthodox Chrches is
of the utmost importance not anly for evaluating correctly the truly historic
theologecul work of our Commission which has been alyeady accomplished 1
our previous meetings, but also for faculitating the necessary ecclesiasical
procedures for the restoration of i communion”.
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prepared on the following subjects:

+ What is the competent ecclesiastical authority from each side for the liting of
the anathemas and what are the presuppositions for the restoration of
ecclesiastical communion?

- Which anathemas of which synods and persons could be lited in accordance
with the proposal of paragraph 10 of the second Common Statement?

« Which is the canonical procedute from cach side for the lifting of the
anathemas and the resioration. of ecclesiastical communion?

- How could we understand and implement the restoration of ecclesiastical
communion in the life of our Church?

- Which are the canonical and liturgical consequences of full communion?

‘They produced two Reports which were presented to the plenary meefing for
clarifications and discussion on the third day of the proceedings. As a result
of these discussions the Oriental Orthodox presented a document of Response.
which opened the way for further discussions in the plenary. A drafting
committce consisting of H. E. Metropolitan Bishoy of Damicte, H. E.
Metropolitan  Gregorios Yohanna [brahim of Aleppo, H. E. Archbishop
Mestob Krikorian from the Orieatal Orthodox side and Professors Fr John
Romanides, Fr George Dragas and Viassios Phidas from the Orchodox side
‘were appointed to prepare appropriate Proposls to the twa church familics on
Tiftng of anathenras from each side and restoring full communion among them.

The text of these peoposals, unanimously agreed upon after discussion in
plenary session, is as follows:

PROPOSALS FOR LIFTING OF ANATHEMAS

1. In the light of our Agreed Statement an Christology at Si. Bishoy Monastery
1989, and of our Second Agreed Statement ai Chambésy 1990, the
representatives of boih Church families ogree ihat the ifing of anathemas
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common_acknawledgemeni of the fact thal the Councils and Fathers
previously anathematized or condemned are orthodox in their tedchings. In
the light of our four vnaficial consultations (1964, 1967, 1970, 1971} and
our three official meetings which followed on (1985, 1969, 19%0), we have
sanderstood that both familics have loyally mainiained the authentic orihodox
Christological doctrine, and the wnbroken coniinuity of the apostolic
tradition, though they may have used Christological terms in differens ways.

The lifiing of the anathemas should be made unanimously and simulioncously
by the Heads of all the Churches of both sides, thraugh the signing of an
appropriote  ccclesiastical Act, the content of which will inclide
acknowledgement from each side that the other one is orhodox in all
respects.

The lifiing of the anathemas should imply:

that_restoration of full communion for both sides is o be immediarely
implemenied:

that no pasi condemnation, synodical or persondi, against each oiher 15
applicable any more:

that a catalogue of Diptychs of ihe Heads af the Churches should be ogreed
wpon 1o be used hiurgically:

A the same time the following practical steps should be taken

The Joint Sub-Commitice for Pastoral 1ssucs should continie s very
important task according 10 what had been agreed a the 1990 mesting of the
Joint Compissian.

The Co-Chairmen of the Joini Commintce should wit the Heads of the
Churches with the view (o offering fuller information on the outcome of the
Dialogue.

¢ A Liturgical Sub-Committee should be appointed by both sides 10 examine
Hhe titurgical implications arising from the resioration of communion and o
prapose appropriate forms of concelebration.




[image: image5.png]& Maters relating 10 ecclesiastical purisdictron should be left o be arranged by
the respective authoriiies of the local churches according o commen
canpnical and synodical prmciples.

& The two Co-Chairmen of the Jomt Commission with the two Secretaries of
the Didlogue should make provisions for the production of appropriaie
lterature explaining aur common understonding of the orthodos faith which
has ted us to overcome the divtsions of the past, and also coordinating the
wark of the other Sub-Commitices.
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