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Tl by
Holiness Pope Shenouda 111

Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of Saint Mark
And

His Holiness Karekin I
Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of A Armenians

Heing onc in the Christian Onthodox Faith, we rve thimks to God. the Father, the Son and the
Holy Sprit Wha graced us with this apportunity 1o express our mutwal broferly love on the
occasion of the third visit of His Holiness Pope Shenouda I1£ to Armenta, accompanied by 1is
Eminence Metropolitan Hishoy and His Gracc Bishop Angaclos on the days between the 2 and
iy 7003, durng, the celebration of the 17" Centenary of the consceratin of the Cathedral of
Hoty Etchoriadzin

As the successor of Saint Mirk he Tvangelist and Apostle, Saint Athanasuus the Great and Saint
e of Alexandra, His Haliness Pope Shenouda Nl is welcomed in the Spirit of utmost respect
and fore by the successor al the Aposdles Sae Thaddeus and Saint Bankolomew, and Saint
Gregory the Illumsinator, His Holincss Karckin [ a1 the Catholicasate uf Alt Amenians

Hlow rewarding it i {0 reafiem the unity of our Chrishian Farth that has been maintained with
logalty theoughout the past centuncs and which is hased on the Holy Seriptures and the Holy
Tradition of the carly Church ss proclurmed hy the fiest three Eoumenical Councils of Nisca
§325), Constantinople 381) and Ephesus 1431, We renew our commiment o give more
amerete expression o that uniy s the fife ang witnoss o our Churches in faithial obedicnce 1o
the will of our Lord the Logos incamatc, Jesus Christ, and in cantinuation of the Ortbadox
legacy of the sacred Traditon of out Church Fadhers. We presorve and trasure the expression of
our common father Saol Conl of Alexandria “Ma physis Tax Uheou Lngou Sesarkounent
‘One Incanate natur of Cod the Word ™

We commit ourselves o promote in more visible and tanuible ways he close cooperation of our
respective Churches of the Family of Oricntal Orthodox Churches. in our involvemen! n the
Ecumenical movement on local. ceyronal snd world levels. 10 pursu increased actviics i our
omumon task in fazing and meeting the challenges of the damgers of the heresies of Jebusah's
Witnesses, Ihe Advenfits, the Nestosuss, the Mormons, the New Age Movement. and uthes
eresios that are dangorous to the Chuch. Our common task is sk n fcing and meeting the
new chaflenges of the modeen world whare extrems trends of W e so deeply alecting the
spiritue], morat and sociad ik of cur people

Ihe Captic Grthodo Church warmly congratulates the Armenian Apustolic Church on the 17°
Centenry celebranians of the cansccealuon al the Cathedral of Lioly Eichmiadzin.

We encourage the pursuit ol greater collaboration n the areas of Christian Fducation, Suaday
Schools, Youth Mcctings and Actisitics, and Theologica! Tiducation ta brang nte ficas the living
Iradons of gu respective Churches. Fxchange of studeats and professars of Theolopy is onc af
the immediate tasks that e recommend fo our Theologieal schools As 2 sGrt, two Amenian
Driests ace prepared and will be sent n the ncar future to EEYpt 1o stay for some years in ordet fo
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uagges and the living tradition of the

Fls Hulimess Cathohcas Kacekin 1) expressed bis willingosss 1@ fnvute representatives of the
Chueches in the Orienta] Orthodox fanuly, 10 meet a Haly |itehmiadzin and to discuss together
reas ot callabosation as churches bavin the same Cheistian Qrthodox Fath

s Holiness Pope Shenouda (11 and His Holiness Cathelicas Karekin (L, visuied the Saint
Gregory the Uluminator Cathedral in Yercvan where they swerc sarmly welomed by the clerys
i people and then addcessed the faithful In Yerevan, the two Contiffs alsa visiicd the Holy
Frinity Church under consfruction, Swn Nerses Hospital, and Church youth centres.
Funhermore, they visited the Vaskenian Theological Serminary a1 Lake Sevam, shere His
Holiness Pupe Shenowds 1 pranted » ree

Their Halmess were recerved by His Joxcellency My Robea Kachanan, President of the
Republic of Armenia. His Holiness Pope Shenuuds (11 ook, the opportumty fo congratulate the
president 00 s re-slecuon for & second tean and thasiked hivn for his support of the Chucch in
Armenia. They also visited the Nationsl Academy of Sciences, fhe Tianbassy of the Axab
Republic of Egyp, where they were received by the Ambassadors of Egypt, Syri, Irag and
Lehamon The tws PontfTs were hosted 10 9L a dinnec by the President of the Armenian Nationaf
Assembiv. Amnen Khachatrian, and other siatc offcials.

On Sundy during Divine Liturgy in the Cathedral of Holy Tichmeadan, the two Tonnfts
xchanged oMcial speeches and gifs,

Thei Holincss visited the Memarial to the Armonian Genocide. who they laid wreaths and
affered prayers Ilis |laliness Pope Shenouda 1} later plasted a troc on the grounds of
“Tsitscmaksberd”,

His Foliness Pope Shenowd IIF noticed with great plessure the revival iaking place in the
Asmenian Apostolic Church, under the pastorat cate of His Holiness Karckin [L The
‘construction of several e churches, the establishment of new seminaries with an wcrcasing
number of students. the operation of  hospital the renovation of Church yaulh ventees, the
collaboration with the National Academy of Sciences, the increased involvement in ceumenical
diakagues 2nd activites, and coordinated efforts wilh e goverament of the Republic of Armenia
are some of the salicnt caamples of this cvival

We pray. with all the meembers of our Churches, for peace and justie in the workl._and for fru
uman prospecity for Armena and Nagorao-Karabagh, for Iseyp, for the whole of the Middlc
East, including the Holy Land and Iraq, and for the wholc worl.

My God gude us, our Churches and all peoples and nations on (he way to peace o1 15 Glory

04 May 2003
Holy Ktchmiadzin, & rmesis
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